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On Faith. 


e nei Chriſtianity aB eu, 
camei into rb world ito. fave Anne 5 3 
ſhorteſentence we are preſcnted with a- ehe 
tome f the:Goſpili ſyſte. Thel object do 
to ſave. that Wahi ar A Lund uthe terms 
ſtipulated are repentance,” atnendmentiof life, 
and an aſſent to the ſuffieiency bf the mens 
in other words an allowance that Jeſts is the 
Meffiah, the: Chrift ＋ G beur- 
lieveth that: Feſus is the'Chrift\ ic donn of Gud ur: 
 —»Wbojoever: believeth in bim ſhall rockive rs 
nmiſton i fin 5) F ubon ſhalt rvnftſi with thy” 
mauth rde Lard glu, und ſbalr hollebe in de 
eee ee es. the deu, 
bout! ul, be ſerveu Foſ dbith Yhe Behrtimmæ 
A arts righteouſteſs, and with the mouth” 
con if mails uff Jaluurion „Authee 
ddeelaratisns probe unequiveeally, that the 


faith, which is d nee. infifted en and 


which is characterized in the text ud abe Jeb 
free" Ef our bop, is nont other than & ta- 
tional belief of the whole Goſpel ſyſtemꝭ and 
2 firm perſuaſion and relianbe that Jeſub ow 
the Chriſt, the Saviour of the world. INufles 

 Gbrifty the fame: Aw I 
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 cayſe diyifons,-willitend-at e 
conſumſthe general principle, and to eſtabliſn | 


the:Cbriſtianfaith'on the fitmęſt bas. Ly 


= .Ab1thig>general: eſtimate o | Faith. Geng 
plainly; dedutible atom the; feriptures;: if 
| When we take an enlarged vie of: every: 
Chriſtian; ;eftabliſhment;: deductions from it 
may ariſe unſpeakably ſoothing and conſola- 
tory. The frailties of human nature have 
operated but 0 forcihly in fomentinge di- 
viſions. Diſtinctions of. doctrine, in them - 
Gre far fram important, chatacteriza dif- 
fernt churches, and within each divenfities: 
of ſects, poigt aut difcordant-;tenets, Which 
they urge. their: [lev veraluadherents. Leal 
| has: lamentahly:operated. 40 this;effe&.t=rand: 
_ tha;frequently pay iwehear ach pdyerſe Gt 
Pl iaiealiy exclaiming, How can, yei he 
*< ahed ber- Rat n Chriſt has commanded. 
the: Geſpehitibs preached throughout the 
worlg;+hasdeclaretd his;preſidendy-over: his. 
Church fand has pramiſed?thait %% guter-gf 
Int A net \frevoulagainft ite —Thall: any | 
of ,ys.preſme, to exclpde others, who. join 


hy Matt. xxviii. 20. QT Q 1 Ibid/xvi. 18. 


not 
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not with us in all our deductlons? Faith 11 
Chriſt, as the Saviour, is the mark of the 
Catholic Church: and let us remember, that 
however divided on other points—however 
ſtigmatized for other doctrines, ſalvation thro' 
the merits of his death, and mediation with 
the Father, is nearly the univerſal hope— 
the univerſal prayer. Here the minute diſ- 
tinctions of ſects converge to one intereſting 
point. Faith is the ſubflance of things boped 
| for. And ſhould not this community of hope 
prove alſo the bond of Chriſtian Charity? 
nut it is a further characteriſtit of Faith, 
that i is the evidence of things not ſeen. It 
ſhould be remembered that the Apoſtle, both 
by precept and example, urges the cultivation 
of faith, as the means of effecting a patient con- 
tinuance in well doing *, under the preſſure. of 
2 preſent affliction. On which ſubject, a paſſage 
in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians may tend to 
iluftrate his preſent meaning For our li ight 
affhietion, which is but for a moment, aporketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory: — while we look not at the things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which are not feen - on 
er the bing which are 215 are 1 * 
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3 inſpiration, . * can > randy be: « 
fired, or that the caſe will admi 3 
ſtand as fair in their e th. e br 5 
ductions of their reputed authors, as any lite - 
rary works of the ſame age. Copies have 
been multipliecd beyond all example rſtill 
the main work is no. where eſſentially muti- 
| lated; Goſpel harmony emaining,. I had al- 
moſt ſaid, miraculouſly. perfect. i 5 hey main- 
tain internal evidence of the doctrines the 2 
promulge, in the miracles which they. Ty: 
cord. Miracles, which the ſterneſt 5 
ſaries of, the Goſpel cannot do wen, bur by 5 
ſtupid allegations, which. Chriſt himſelf re- 
futed *. And again they. claim | 
| the yeracity of their recit: al „ and, a 3 in- 
ſpiration by which Than d dictated; in 
the notorious accompliſhment of prophecy. 
uttered in an age ſo remgte,. and even now, 
in ſome particulars, fulfilling. 1 
0 of common obſeryation,, . 


this, what rational being would demand? fn 
Evidence thus, inconteſtible, in what other 
| cauſe ſhall we be able to eſtabliſh? . And the. 
| things not feen,, being thus clearly revealed, a 
who will deem it an hardſhip, or an incon- 
2 Matt xii. 22—32. N my 22. Luke xi. 14. , 
Le ( Spe, 


| o Faith; -- 
aao. that the Lord, who offers, ſhould 
demand the honour due unto bis. name 3 
_ this he ſhould expect an aſſent to his power, 
and gratitude for e 0 wen ** 5 
FCC 54. 
With the ben ien in vidw..: 1 85 us 
lep! in mind the nature of the things hoped 
for—the things not ſeen; and we ſhall main- 
tain no difference of opinion on the nature of 
the faith, whereby the juſt are ſaid to live; 
and man to hope for ſalvation; but of which 
it ſcems the proper characteriſtic, not ſo much 
that it may alone avail unto ſalvation, as that 
no perſon profeſſing the bo be of Chtift, 
can hope to be ſaved without it. 
And I repeat it, the Goſpel promiſe, tbe 
Sings boped for, center in this ſhort compaſs, 
ſalvation thraugh the merits and mediation of” 
Chriſt: Feſus. To believe this, to dwell, to 
rely upon this,. to derive from hence an in- 
ward joy and confidence, is the province of 
Faith. This ir the fubftance of things hoped 
or, the evidence of things not * ſeen z nor barely 
within the ſcope of human comprehenſion: 
| 1 it is revealed on ſufficient authority for 
ur comfort and conſolation. Thus to be- 
PE: on Pfalm xxix. „ „„ 
. 
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"— | On F. b. 
lieve is a means of ſalvation. W thoſe hit 
are thus biaſſed by Faith to the melioration 


conduct, to the practices of charity and b 


defires to the will of God, | 
ready 70% have paſſed from death Ante 5 


| | general conviction on evidence of the Goſpe ; 
| Promiſe, offered unto thoſe, who conform to 


I ſhall attempt from the ſubject, will reſpect 
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of their les, to the perfection of their moral 


nevolence, and to the captivating al het | 


inaſmuch as they have paſſed from the PR 


baſing vanities of a wicked world to thy pars | 
ſervice of the ling God. ee e 


Such then is the nature of wha” 11 1 18 4 


its laws. All the further inference, which 


the neceſſity of our yielding ſerious attention 


_ 46/ fimillar articles of diſcuſſion. ' The N 
is the evidence in ſupport of Chriſtianity. 
Our religion demands from us a lively. 


* 


fa th: 8 
and the Apoſtle declares faith ta be eſtabliſhed 


on evidence. Is it not then culpable; are 


not we ſhameful triflers with ourſelves, 1 


with the means at Hand, : we neglect this : 
: evidence? F „ DOF 421 
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It is recorded in Peper W of thi 


5 J ewiſh converts. of Berxa, that they were more 


3 1 857 v. „ | 


may" bs fd l. 


On Path) 8 37 
＋ 2 Tbeſalnic, in that they 
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Keble! chan? thoſe | 
received, the word ; with all readineſs of mind, 
and ſe rebed the ſcriptures daily, whether thoſe 
things: were ſo 5. The object of their ſearch 
was pre iſely that, which I have been en- 
deavouring to recommend; the collation of 
evidence. Chriſt and his Apoſtles claim at- 
tention on the autho ity of Moſes and the 
Prophets, who foretold of him: They faintly 
pourtrayed the nature of the things hoped for 
but: aa Hife and d art brought ta 
N light . „The promiſe; we read, was gladly 
"qocepted: by the Berzans but when the 
Apoſtle taught that they ſhould wath &, faith, 
not by fight *,: they too endeavoured to collect 
_ * What: that faith was; on what it was ground- 
ed, what was nce of the proffered 
deere the evidence in ſupport of their 
_ expectation. And pught not we, unto whom 
the Ge: promiſe, is vouchſafed, to endeavour 
10 ſatisfy ourſelves of its ſufficiency Chriſt 
indeed commands us to ſearch. the ſcriptures, 
_ which teſtify of bim 5 and we may be ſecure 
b of a as we POR with piety and ni 
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three leading qualifications, which are highly 


vantage. If we are fincere in our ſearch after 


ſhall be convinced how much it is our inte · 
reſt to ſubdue whatever a das int the. 
- attainment of it. - 


FR is HumitiTY. It may appear un- 
candid to trace the numerous diviſions on tho 
ſubject of religion up to the polluted ſource 
of ſpiritual pride. Yet I fear thoſe, which 
are ſupported with the greateſt rancour, can 


ſo frequen tly trace in man a bigotted attaeh- 


Before I conclude the ſubject I ſhall em. 
treat your attention, whilſt I ſpecify two or 


neceſſary to be brought into action, that we 
may accompliſh. this enquiry with profit. 
The moſt eminent of theſe is (SINCERITY. 
It is too commonly the caſe, that we venti 
on ſimilar enquiries fatally biaſſed by preju- 
dice. Either we are attached to our cui 

our fee e or to ſome temporal ad+ 


truth, theſe obſtacles will vaniſh : and if wa 
are ſincere in our eſtimation of Faith, we 


Another indiſpenſable e E us 


lay claim to no worthier origin. When we 


ment to opinions of his own framing, and fee 
him blind to the moſt obvious deductions, 
which run counter to his favourite idea; we 


#44 
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inflict of this fatal tyranny. As we extend 
the enc quity to reli; gion, an additional argu- 
ment preſents itſelf i In. recommendation of | 
Hr utility; and a Teliance on that ſuperior 
aid; ' which will ever be vouchlated to the 
Humble enquirer,//' 

he laſt important rhquiſite hich I hall 
mention is this: that in all our enquiries on 
the ſubject of Faith, we uniformly keep in 
view the object of Faith. When we enquire | 
Mat is Faith ?“ it is not a mere ſpecula- 
tive queſtion. The demand in fact is, What 
Hall. I do th be Javed? Hence we ſeek d ſtan- 
dard: whereby to live, wherewith' we ma 
be enabled to meet that fatal ſcrutiny; Which 
caſts the die for eternity. No trifles theſe | 
And yet man can talk calmly on the ſub- 
ject. can argue on it as in common topics of 
momentaty concern ; bluſter againſt thoſe, 
who differ from him in uneſſential Points, 


and even curſe the brethren, who piouſly en- 
dieavodf to render unto God what they deem 
a more acceptable ſervice. Where theſe de- 
en prevail, a main article of faith is 
certainly overlooked.. When God reveals his 
e to man, it is one ſtipulated condition, 
D 4 that 


4 4⁰ . On Faith, 

that man chould aim at being Perfect, ev 
his Father which is in heaven. ir perfekt 

What that perfection is every page of the 

Goſpel affures us: and « our emulating it wil! 

prove the moſt convincin 8 teſt of our, faith, 

It conſiſts not in thinking: alone. . demands 
wur actions as the proofs of our. thoughts: it 


„ 


enj joins us to wall circumſpecih * < to abbor 
that which is evil, to cleave to that. which. is 


-; good * 3 :—it tells us to abtain_from all. appear 
Ance of evil *:—it even proclaims « of all ſinful 


practices, t chat the fy Y, theſe, things & 


death *. 5 


Let fare, Sincerity,. þ han; ju p a 
due ſenſe of the great end of religion actuate 


our enquiry on theſe i important topics. Let 


us ſeek after truth, as thoſe, who ſeek after 
great treaſure, Having 8 obtained our object, 
let us hold 2 oft the profeſſion of our faith, with- 


out Wavering ; At us conſider one another ta 
provoke. unte love and to. good works. . Let. 


us prove ourſelves the followers of Chriſt, : 
who promiſeth, by imitating his example. 


: 3 And. be it 4 e : . 
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On Paith. . "I, 
that our preſent light affliftion, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ;—while 
zwe look not at the things which are ſeen, but at 
the things which are not een; for the things 


which are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
which are not Kere are eternal. 
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Marr. Chap. i IV. Ver. 17. 1 


s began to aria; and 
. for the kingdom f heaven i 


* 


theſe terms the Evangeliſt repr 


* 
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entering on his miniſtry. He had e 
been baptized of John: and, in compliance 


with the obligations attached to his hu» 
man nature, and to the uſual ſe entimenta 
. of mankind ;' he had retired for a ſeaſon. . 
into the wilderneſs, there by faſting and 
tant office. At this time it would appear, 
that Jobn bis appointed forerunner was cg 


into priſon": and, as well in this-Goſpel, ag 
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to us the circumſtance of our Saviour's 9 
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 ceptance, that every indiwidt 
tuated by a ſincere repentance. The caſe of 
the Jews, at the time when our Saviour pro- 


claimed the approach of the kingdom of. bea- 


4 
in that by st. Mark, we > collect that our 8. 


viour purpoſely commenced his cd on 


the ceſſation of that of the Baptift. /- 2 


E 
4 a4, 
1 ff 


The Baptiſm of John i is termed. the bap | 
f iſm. unto repentance : as it were in contraſt 


to the ſuperior baptiſin. of our Lord. And ; 


this circumſtance 1: me to notice that our 


de HER 


Saviour taking up the matter at the exact 
point, where it had been left by the Baptiſt, 


begins his miniſtry on the ſame principle. 
His words are wore. the very. fame as poſe, 


* 


„ pent Ye, * 7 the . of 1 benden! 15 "at. 7 52 : 
or, as the progreſs i 18 ſomewhat more fuliy 


expreſſed by St. Mark, the time is Fulflled, 


and the kingdom of God i is 25 hands Pew FA 
ad believe the Goſpel * en 1 
From hence e e it! is eil, that as 


5 rden call of repentance was neceſſary to | 


bave been uttered previous to the appearance 
of the Meſſiah —ſo likewiſe. that i it is an in 8 
diſpenſible preliminary toward belief and aC= 
ual ſhould be a a0 


s * Mark i i. 4. : Matt. iü. 2. + Mark i. 15. 


0 \Repentance 1 5 45 * 
ven, is exactly. fimilar to that of every indi- 
vidual among us, when he is firſt induced to 
yield his attention to his ſpiritual ſtate. Here 
the call of the Meſfiah i invites him in the firſt , 
| inſtance to repent :—it is put home to him 
as a neceſſary preliminary ; 3 the time is fulfilled” 
(and it is fulfilled to every one eee n 
repent 72 and believe the Goſpel.” 1 . 
If then the duty of repentance is my cleae þ / 
infiſted on (and if the plain obvious in- 1 
of words i 18 to be taken for their ſenſe, chte 
can be no doubt of it) it becomes à queſtion» | 
of general intereſt and of manifeſt” im impor- 
tance, that we endeavour to one a . e. 
imate of che duty! in queſtion. 82 019 FLY 
| When we are about to inveſtigate rs 


| ture of Repentance, it 18 a point moſt 55 
: viouſly” implied that we "firſt be convind ed 


of ſin. "As: a general definition, T'may obe 


ſerve, that Repentance ' 18 the act of A ab- 
horring and determining to 6 o Porfake fin. 71 But 
Sees 2 8 ie ny drm hy of Gf ciency 
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if they are ſincere in making their enquiry: | 


The misfortune is, that moſt perſons enter 


upon it rather with a view: to excuſe: than to 
condemn themſelves: and accordingly model 
their ideas of it not according to: thoſe un 
erring principles, which would infallibly pre- : 
e with the Ras: but rather in uni- 
yield temporary 5 at the: vaſt expence, 
however, of future miſery. Per» x 
Whoſoever would examine his drt d 


en the ſubject of fin, ſhould repreſent to 


himſelf the character of God as it is dedu- 


cible from his revealed: word.—Thence: he: 
may paſs on to conceive of himſelf, that he 


is the ſervant of this God. From holy writ 


he will deduce that ſuperlative purity, bene 


rolence, long- ſuffering, kindneſs, compaſ-- 

ſion, tenderneſs, liberality, and various other 
ſimilar attributes characterize the Deity. In 
harmony with his nature is the ſervice, which 
he requires of us: and whatever circumſtances 


in nature or in degree oppoſe themfelves to 
theſe his attributes, conſtitute: ſin; for they 
run counter to his ſervice, which it is our 


duty to accompliſh. Under this train of ex-- 
amination: it is no arduous undertaking ta 
decido 


decide on the nature of fin: en 
only ſincerity to convince ourſelves of it. | 
b Blind as We axe, we cannot ſurely. 1 
mote than experience to be ſatisfied. of our 
our own manifold deficiencies. But if more he: 
required, we have the teſtin: eee 2” bin, 
who made us. Chriſt Aale that we have 
all ſinned, that zwe are but all unprofitable ſer! 
vans, eyen when zue have done thoſe things which. 
are commanded us.*. And the Apoſtle very 
pointedly afſerts,: that all have finned and:come. 


are circumſtances, which ſhould not ſingly 
content us: they, ſhould cath er ſtimulate; to 
en ace Examinations Hencef wa, 
zould: proceed to a further point. Contri- 
is a neceſſarꝝ act to ö repen- 
tange. We mu be forry. for our ſin. And 
| Ws prove. ſo, it is evidently needful not 
only that we be convinced of our general ſin - 
foulneſs, but that ye make ourſelves alſo fully: 
aquainted with our particular failings. For 
ag in our temporal ſufferings the degree and 
effect of ſorrow varies according 8 tu out ſen 


hic h, we are e-told, warketh — to 4 
of Luke xi. 1 Nom. ili, 23. | 
Bur | 15 EC vation, 


wort of the. glory of God. 1 however 
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for our paſt ſins, which may in 


the penalties of the law t 


dub; nat to be eee, os, 4 cl origins e 
from a conviction of our ſeparate and aggre. 


gate weight of guilt, avhich: has depreſſed 


the powers of the W _ e aged us en 
the favour of G. 3 
Now the proof of = ſorrow will con 
on the one hand in a deteſtation and an ab- 
horrence of ourſelves for our delinquency; 3 
and in an earneſt deſire on the other of for- 
ſaking bur iniquities, and returning to God. 


And this may be deemed not only the per- 


fection of repentance, but likewiſe the moſt 


certain teſt, whereby we may aſſure 'ourſelves- 
of its real exiſtence. The queſtion therefore, 
which we are to put to ourſelves is this: 


Do we feel at our hearts that pungent ſorrow 

uce us to 
oonceive of our repentance that ĩt is valid? 
—Are' we conſcious that it is the ſource of 
our grief, not ſo much that we have incurred 

ie probability of 
puniſhment; as that we have ungenerouſſy 
offended a kind and beneficent parent 4 


God, who, though he is armed with power, 
ſſtands chiefly diſtinguiſhed towards us for . 
. en and amen 2 


"0, Cor. vii. re 
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Y e experience, 1 ay, all the ſhame and: com- 
punction, which ſuch ingratitude ſhould pro- 


wks ?—To theſe queſtions we ſhould moſt of 
us, perhaps, rejoin in the affirmative. And if 


we did, we ſhould probably moſt of us (cer- 


tainly very many) anſwer palpably wrong., 
For ſelf-deluſion ever clings. about the heart. 
of man; and ceaſeth not, even to the lateſt 
hour of his exiſtence, to ſooth and flatter him 
with falſe appearances. On the preſent ſub- 
ject, however, we muſt not blame our na- 
ture: we ourſelves only are in fault. For 
whatever difficulties may attend ſome parts 15 


of religious practice, they are not by any 


means to be inſtanced here. Although it 
may not be ſo eaſy in ſome caſes. to be ſorry 
for the ſins, unto which we are fatally at- 
tached; yet it certainly is of all things the 
moſt attainable, to ſatisfy ourſelves whether 
we do repent. The proper method only is 
to be aſcertained: and the en N N 
to us this important truth. 8 

The evangelical ſyſtem | of: repentance. is 
that conver/fion ſhould ſucceed: which imp 
plies our taking an oppoſite: courſe, - We 
have hitherto lived in fin; we muſt now per- 
| form deeds. of. wee pale, which are the 
E „ W 
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50 
only fruits meet for vipentanct 7, Ty, Now! to a” 
man of honeſty and common obſervation there 
can be no difficulty in forming an accurate 
judgment on this point. Whoſoever retains' 
ſufficient powers of viſion to be ſenſible of 
| one object, can ſcarcely fail diſcovering 
i another of greater brilliancy; and the man, 
= who has convinced himſelf of fin (though it 
be only theoretically) muſt be ſatisfied as to 
his own conduct, whether he ſtill perſeveres, 
or whether he takes an oppoſite direction. 
- Theſe ate circumſtances to be inveſtigated 
with honeſty and candour. However they may 
ſometimes appear irkſome and unprofitable, 
we may reſt aſſured that the day advances 
quick upon us, when we ſhall earneſtly de- 
5 fire to have them all properly arranged. 
Without this our penitence will probably be 
partial, and conſequently inefficient: and re- 
0 member, I beſeech you, the ſentence, which 
our Lord himſelf hath aps — 
repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh *, | 
It appears then of what Repentance doth 
__ conſiſt. Wemuſt by examination convince our- 
ſelves of fin. Our conviction of it muſt be ſuc» 
ceeded by a godly forrow; and that If it 1s kia, 
: 1 Matt. f iii. 8. 5 Luke xiii. 3s 5. 
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will work in us @ repentance not to be repented | 
of; in other words, a degree of penitence, 
which will induce us, from motives ſuperior 
to any worldly temptation or vicious propen= 
ſity, to perſevere in the fear of God, and in 
the practice of true religion. Repentance i is 
made up of theſe ingredients. And, as we 
collect from the Goſpel, it is not only neceſ- 
fary to ſalvation, but it is requiſite alſo that 
it take effect, before we can hope for any aid, 
whether temporal or eternal, from the Goſ- 
pel. This is a weighty conſideration :—— 
weighty indeed unto thoſe (and how lament- 


ably great is their number I) who are ever in- 


clined to poſtpone it to a future opportunity, 
or as they preſumptuoully term it, to a more 
convenient ſeaſon, Conſider only that it is 
neceſſary, Our Saviour's words are very ex- 


plicit: except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


And then, refle& on the brevity of human | 


: life reflect rather on its utter uncettainty.. 
| When our Saviour, as in the text, enforces 
- the neceſſity of repentance ; he urges it un- 


| der the perſuaſive conſideration that he king=- | 


dom of heaven is at hand. Now whether we- 


conceive of the kingdom of heaven, that a final 
2 of mercy is intended, or that it 
wo E 2a 1 only 


* 
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only means the near approach of that ewefuy 
ſcrutiny, when all our deeds will be examined 
and requited—ftill J fay the perſuaſive is the 
ſame to us. We are equally called upon to 
. repent, for to us the kingdom of heaven is 42 
> hand. The day of the Lord, we'are told, | 
fo cometh as a thief in the night 5. that day i in 
fact cometh upon every man, who is taken 
away, and deprived of his powers of agency 
here. But when we ſee ſuch numbers falling 
on every fide of us, can we be inattentive to 
the approaches of that day? Can we fail 
ſeeing the extreme neceffity of giving con- 
ſtant heed to its approach? Ye, brethren, 
are not in darkneſs, that that day ſhonld 
overtake you as a thief”. Fe are all, with re- 
ſpect to knowledge, the children of the light | 
and the children of the day * Land the « occa- 
ſional departure of your brethren is a kind 
and lenient memento, that the meſſenger of 
death cannot be very diſtant from your o.＋õl rn 
doors. Ye then, who are of the day, be 13 


ber, putting on the breaſt-plate of faith an 4 8 
: love; and for an helmet, the hope of } 3 


| 8 0 or God bach not . us t wrath, . 


9 x The. v. 2. Ibid. 4. | . ih. „ 


On  Repentance. 8 5 q 


5 bur to obtain Salvation, PG our 5 8 755 us 
Cbrii :. „„ Py 
Neri tl the * nb 
ments, which may be adduced in favour of 
inſtant attention to this duty, it is truly la- 
mentable to ſee what numbers omit it alto- 
gether; and no leſs extraordinary to obſerve, 
that many will juſtify their conduct on the 
authority of ſcripture. If we could enſure _ 'h 
to ourſelves-a calm protracted retreat from 
this world, there might be ſomewhat like 
| reaſon in this zeal for -preſent enjoyment :_ 
and worldly wiſdom at leaſt might be our 
voucher for confining our attention towards 
futurity to the lingerings of a death- bed. But 
here experience is happily againſt us. Death, 
though of all things moſt certain, keeps us ig 
norant of the mode and ſeaſon of his approach. 
Although we are certified that he will come: 
we know not at what c the Son of man 
comet. 

But even was this 180 caſe Ne aut 
we, every one of us, knew the exact period 
of our lives. Conceive alſo that we were 
(precitly, informed how long a portion ſhould 

be e us to linger on the dexthebed, and 
ee ea PRA eee 5077 
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to prepare ourſelves for eternity. For the 
argument? J ſay, let us adopt the ſuppoſition. 


In that caſe ſome would imagine that they 


might ſafely trifle away the hour of health, 
and rely with certainty on the time allowed 
them for the ſettlement of their affairs. But 
| ſuch perſons would do well firſt to ſatisfy 


themſelves, whether repentance under ſuch 
circumſtances would be of any validity ?— 


Can there be a doubt of it ?—Indeed there 
is the greateſt imaginable. —What then be- 
comes of all thoſe parables of the prodigal 
' fon, of the labourers, hired at different pe- 
riods of the day, yet all rewarded with the 
| fame wages; and, further, what ſay you to 
the pardon, which our Lord himſelf pro- 
| nounced on the malefactor expiring with him 
upon the croſs? Alas! how fatally may 
perſons deceive themſelves in matters of the 
| deepeſt intereſt ! How often is man to be 
informed that the entire buſineſs of this life 
is to prepare for another? Here we are but 
ſojourners;: — e have however a country of 


our own. Towards that we are now tra- 


velling: ſome of us perhaps on the very 


point of immediately entering upon it; and 5 
their entrance wall introduce them to enjoy- 


4 ments 


F 
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ments there, . they have ſecured the 


ſtipulated neceſſaries. But to enſure this 
ſecurity is buſineſs enough for life; enough 
certainly for that portion of it, which we 
have in reſerve, True it is that our God is 
merciful, and that his demand of intereſt 
will be proportioned to the original value of 
the talent. But the perſons, who would ar- 
gue from the parables above cited, and from 


the caſe of the dying malefactor, ſhould re- 
collect that the huſhandmen, who were re- 
vwarded for working only from the eleventh 
hour, had been called only at that late ſeaſon; 


vrhich is alſo the preciſe caſe with the male- 


factor. But it is a caſe, which can apply 


to very few in the preſent age; - probably not 


to one individual in the preſent congregation. 


We are Chriſtians almoſt from our birth; 
our ſpiritual advantages, unleſs from our own 


faults, attend us through life : and ſcarce an 
individual among us will have the poor plea 
of ignorance to offer in his excuſe, when he 
finds himſelf arraigned at the 8 | 
of Chriſt. 
But, we arg certainly called; u pon to offer 
the beſt ſervices in our power. How paltry 
700 ſervice of that man, who revels thropgh T 
| 1 N x le, 
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Tife, I need not infiſt on! But on what: may | 
come home to every one of us, I will ſome- 


what enlarge. How poor, how paltry; a fa 


crifiee, and in all probability how ineffectual 
is the death - bed repentance |. Indeed it 5s 
greatly to be apprehended that there are but 
very few inſtances, wherein it can prove 
ſufficient. I ſpeak of that penitence, which 
is commenced, not of that, which is perfected 
on the death- bed. — And how very poor the 
ſervice! In our ordinary dealings with each 
other we uſually emulate at leaſt apparent 
| perfection and in our ſervices of intercoutſe 
we ſufficiently comprehend. that the free-wWill 
offering is that alone, which has any claim 
on being deemed meritorious. But here the 
caſe is altogether reverſed. Had health con- 
tinued the flattering proſpect of life, repent- 5 
ance had never been thought of; and even 
now it is but reluctantly engaged in. As the 
decays of the body proclaim its approaching 
diſſolution, conſcience becomes a troubleſome 8 
companion. The ſame love of eaſe and 
apathy, which actuated through life, now 
prompts to ſecure a ſafe retreat: and hence 
the patient (for I can hardly call him the 
Chriſtian) condeſcends to offer to God, what 


he is ſenſible he can no longer retain; and 
enn himſelf that he repents. But. of what 
doth he repent? That he has through life 
N eee and i is now about! to re- 
ceive the reward of his evil deeds. This is 
for the moſt part the caſe with the death- 
bed repentant. He trembles at the approach 


of judgment, and hopes to deprecate the 


Wrath of God by ſuch impure ſacrifices, as 
may juſtly be compared to thoſe maimed and 
imperfect victims, which were forbidden to 
be offered by the Jewiſh law e. Where is 
the merit in all this? We muſt ſurely have 
formed ſtrange conceptions of every attribute 
of the Deity, and of the nature of out;ſer- 
vices towards him, to conceive. any, age 
attached to ſuch ſervices! V 
But I muſt again N to the genuine n na- | 
-ture of repentance. The, prevailing ſpirit is 
that conver ion ſhould ſucceed, . and. that ;w 8 
ſhould ring forth, fruits meet for repentance. 
Hence it appears that repentance is not valid | 
till it is perfected in obedience. So that it 
is impoſſible, that the death-bed can afford 
ſufficient ſcope for the perfection of repent- 
ance. There we may weep rauhe and the 


3 


4 Lev. XXil, 20—25. . 
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Father of mercies, ond 11 God of all com- 
fort may accept the ſacrifice: but man has 
no teſtimony wherewith to ſatisfy himſelf. 
As the body languiſheth, fo the ſpirit of a 
man ſympathizes ; and how numerous are 
the inſtances, which experience affords, of 

the finner, who has recourſe: to penitence in 
fickneſs, humbles himſelf, and even weeps 
at his iniquity ; who, on the firſt returning 
bluſh of health, like the dog to his m_— and 
the ſow to her wallowing in the mire *, returns 


without remorſe to all his former courſes. 


And need I prove that the Jaft fate of this | 


man is worſe than the firſt"? It is a caſe, 

which every man, who firſt thinks of God 
upon the death-bed, and there firſt repents, 
| ſhould ſtrongly picture to himſelf. As many 

furvive to prove this caſe, fo I fear many 
may appear in another world to experience 
the inefficacy of this half-wraught repent- 
ance. It becomes not us to judge. It will 
ſuffice that God knowe th the inward princi- 
ple of the heart: he is not mocked *, neither 
will he tolerate a pros of n . 


2 Cor. i. * 6*2 Pet. ii. 22. 7 Matt, All . 
Gal. vi. 7. James i. 11. OE 
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All that is hereby meant is to prove the 
1 Golly of deferring this important duty to a 
ſeaſon the moſt unfit for effecting it to ad- 

vantage. It is folly to defer it, becauſe we 
are not certain that time will be allowed us. 

It is folly too, inaſmuch as we can in that 


ſeaſon have no proofs of its validity. When 


in the midſt of health and ſpirits, we have 
no difficulty i in properly eſtimating the true 
: degree of our religious inclinations. For as 
the next moment preſents us with opportu- 
| nity, ſo have we the means of aſcertaining 
- our progreſſion by reſiſtance. and by abſti- 
nence. But in the other caſe we have no 
ſuch ſcope of trial. It is therefore every 
way a folly to depend on ſo weak a reſource. 
f ay reſource, which may not be granted 
us :—a reſource, which (if it is) amounts to 
; nothing certain ; and which from its nature 
can be truly eſtimated, only when error will hy 
| be paſt remedy, and deluſion the © dups of its 
own ſecurity ! . ü 
A fatal ſeaſon this ft to NY convinced of | 
7 our delinquency. We are ſometimes pre- | 
; ſented with the caſe in courts of human Ju- 2 
dicature, wherein by a ſudden turn of evi- 
7D dence ma s is pa pably convicted to his 


own 85 


— ARBaY 1 Such 
may be the caſe with many a deluded, liner, 
who in this world dwells on the certainty of 
making his peace at the laſt; and when en- 
joyment no longer courts him, of making 
the bitterneſs. of death paſs away by antici- : 
pating an eaſy. pyxchaſcd reverſion in heaven. 
There however he may be ſurpriſed by the 


introduction even of all his motives, the ſe- 


crets of his heart, the myſterious workings 
of his mind :—theſe, like ſo many ſturdy, 
unexpected witneſſes, will bring upon him 
1 ſwift confuſion; and condemn Big to ever- - 
3 _ laſting, miſery. 

De time is fl lea, 4 ah 3 of 
beaven is at hand. How often we may again 
be permitted to aſſemble within theſe walls 

-is: what the ſtrongeſt of us cannot anſwer.— 
Perhaps never. It has certainly been the lot 
of many, who but a week ſince enjoyed even 
the ſmiles and vigour of health, now to lie 
entombed in their kindred earth. What has 
happened to others may becrodlitad: 3 in our 
on caſes. And which of us ſhall preſume 
to ſay that his ſoul ſhall not be the firſt ſum- 
moned to its account? — What then is wiſ- 
dom? Doubtleſs to be prepared At is an 

rd | 5 awful 
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£0 awkil journey but it is attended with real . 


danger, only when it is undertaken by the 
improvident traveller, who has made no pre- 
parations, laid in no ſtores to encounter the 
perilous adventure. Watch therefore" RS 
pent ye and believe the Goſpel* :—be ſtedfaſt in 
the faith; quit you like men*, that wait 
for their Lord. Redeem the time *, which 
ye have already loſt ; and croud a double. 
portion of activity into that, which may ſtill 
in mercy be granted you. In a word, bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance. And may 
that Repentance, which leads you to abhor 
your paſt iniquities, conduce to eraſe the 
remembrance of them from the regiſter of 


divine juſtice, and entitle you to the mercies 


of God, through our Lord and Saviour IP 
Chriſt. Amen. | 


880 ee . * Mark i. 15. 1 Pet. v. bs 
Cor. xvi. 13. 5 Eph. v.16. | 
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on Tux DANGER oF SHAME IN THE: 
CAUSE OF RELIGION. 


FccrxxsiAsricus, Chap. iv. Ver. 20. 


— not aſhamed when it concerneth thy ſoul. 


LTHOUGH- de boek, from whence 


be conſidered as of divine authority, ſtill, as 


it is admitted in our Church, for be good TL 
examples of life and inſtruftion of manners, 
which it contains, I truſt there can be no 


impropriety in extracting from it an appoſite 


maxim, as the baſis of inſtruction. A cau- 


tion is here ſubmitted, which from its firſt 


aſpect would appear to contain much im- 
portant matter. Let us then endeavour to 
collect the meaning of the terms, and we 
ſhall cafily comprehend the wiſdom of the 
advice. And here, invertin S the order of : 


Article VI. 8 
me 


I have ſelected theſe words, is not to 
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8 64 On the Danger of Sr 
the text, I ſhall firſt trace the nature of the 
_ circumſtance, upder' which we are adviſed 


not to be aſhamed: oo i concerneth thy 


&F 4 . f 
Heul. ” N 8 T % = * 2 wh, * 7 * 


In (criptarg,, we. are = e infirudted, 


| that we have an immortal part within us, 
Which is deſtined to exiſt in a future ſtate. 


. hor 4A 1 TE 


And when we would inveſtigate the nature 


of man, rather than conſider him 1 in his pre- 


ſent ſtate (wherein he is too apt to bluſter 


and to cheer himſelf with his imaginary im- 
portance) we ſhould view him under the en- 
tire courſe of his- exiſtence. The ſpiritual 
nature of man is that alone, wherein we can 


reaſonably treat of him; juſtly weigh His 


actions, and determine on their propriety. 
His ſoul (by which, without any metaphy- 
fical diſtinctions, I mean his immortal part) 
is in truth the aggregate of his naturs': 
hereas his preſent ſtate is merely the gift of 
Providence, vouchſafed for the purpoſes of 
trial. Accordingly we may remark, that in 
feripture the body is called 2 tabernacle*: 


and in uniſon with the-idea thereby conveyed; 


the JT e, of x man 8 0 8 a. — 
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: wicked mari happy upon earth, is t 


ee then diſcover that life was uncertail 
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never e e to 
anent happi eſs in preſent. | The 
miſtance, which \conſtimates 4 he 


is in truth his greateſt miſery, che: certain 


earneſt of his future e e : i. e. that 


he never thinks on his real condition. If he 
would think, he 1 be wretched: for he 


and that the moment, which deprived him of 


| mn eee would 1 bim Mato 


can be worth tho pur a "which v. a . 


* ocency, an cake et A 
het is right; 1 under the perſuaſive, the plea- 

ſurable -inducement, that ſuch dad 10 10 
bring a man pears at: the baffle)! +l ng nd 
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int n of the Saviour; this is truly an 
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to be ind. - Heaven forbid it ſhould. But 
there are ſundry approaches towards this cha- 
_ rater. And thoſe partake of the infection, 
which 1 have above endeavoured to guard 
againſt. May the poiſonous contagion, which! 
diſtinguiſhes the aggregate, deter from any 
advance towards ſo dangerous a point! 
If then you would preſerve that character, | 
which may' render you valuable members of 
the community; if you would merit and 
obtain the praiſe and eſteem of all good men; 
if you are conſcious of the prefect utility, and 
convinced of the future proſpects of religion; 
in a word, if you fear God an venerate his 
laws give your open, unequivocal ſanc- 5 
tion to what your conſcience approves, and 
what you know to be his will. Let not ſo 
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| 84 WD On the general Iu 
ſo widely comprehenſive is "Mts language, ia 
that the mpxe e it 5 conſidered the more ex- 
tenſive the Evelation will be f und; and even 
its intricacies may hereby be levelled to the 
meaneſt capacity. On this ſubject we may 
2 juſtly obſerve, that no method could have 
been deviſed more apt, wherewith to enforce | 
doctrines of the ſublimeſt nature, and con- 
feſſedly above the ſcope.of mans. feeble com- 
5 prehenſion. Por this reaſon the method was 
adopted by our Saviour; and we learn that 
without u parablèe he. promulged. i no doctrine. 
In deference to this authority the Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts purfye 1 the fame mode of f in- | 
ſtruction. And wherever we would aim at 
comprehending the full cope of. their doc= 
trines, - we cannot venture on a ſafer er method 4. 
than to make "ourſelves. acquainted © with 
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. the immediate "nature ok 5 the parabolic Te- 
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gs And here (although I digrels from the jim im- | 
mediate object of my iſcourſe). T* can but 
pauſe, that I may ſuggeſt” to thoſe Wh are 
always prone | to expect tedium from religious : 


diſcuſſions, or who would diſcard" all Human 5 
acquiſitions from the Rudy: how ver) br 1 
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in the wide range 755 er. natural o or 

moral, which may engt be made ſubſervient 
(to religious improvement, {An inveſtigation 
of natures in the ; moſt ordinary forms, 1 will be | 
productive of of f the ſureſt f teſts i in fayour of re- 
velation. And it may be further added in 
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anſwer to the ſupercilious and e 
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with) . 1 will not avail, that th 
very men, who ſtand. moſt eminent in 12 
_ annals. of our 5 for deep metaphyſical 
reaſoning and widely « extended diſcoveries i in 
nature, have alſo borne their teſtimony to 
the xruths of revelation ; ; which appeared 
0 them. the more intereſting and the more 
| ſublime, a8 their minds had been previouſly 
expanded by an accurate inveſtigation of. the 
principles of nature. Tr 5 
OE all the ſublime Fee 7 Feripture, 
Which illuſtrate an important truth by a re- 
8 3 5 to the laws of nature, there i 18 none 
ae more ſtriking than the whole chap- 
from whence I have. ſelected the text. 
The main object, Which peryades Its” is a 
proo f of the reſurrection. This the Apoſtle 
 afferts. 4; and. proves generally from the pre- 
vious reſurrection of our bleſſed Lord. As 
- Wo A = * ; * N 32 8 2 Tt” : he 
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"And with what bs by 4 No come 57 * an- 
bers the cavil by a reference to the ordinaty : 
principles © of Ar oo "The grain, Already 
Ina mature ftate, like the human bot dy tot- 
| tering. under ripened years, is committed to 
the earth. there it periſheth —but, by a 
proceſs inſcrutable to our bounded compre- 
_ henfions, it revives in the fame nature. 4 
e h 
rent Tits, As the reference i is apt and fa- 
miliar, ſo it may im preſs 0 on ug the Probability 
of a circumſtance, which might not otherwiſe 
" have been very cafy to comprehend. But 
When the Apoſtle has thus obviated the ob- 
jection to his doctrine; he proceeds to a cir- 
cumſtantial detail of the eyent in queſtion: : 
and thence | deduces Practical admonitions, 
Which may be very * our berious at- 
be tention. | OR 
What individual nature and Wa the 
bunu body ſhall Wear after its teſurrection, 
"as if is not politively revealed, ſo it is not for 
man im pertinently to enquire. _ 1 8 may ſuf- 
Wer that ; as Chriſt had. declared, that 11 bis | 
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the Apoſtle here reveals; that as different 
ſeeds revive with Everal degrees of increaſe 
cconding to their inherent principles of fer- 
1 dl man likewiſe (hall be reſtared in ſuch 
a body as God ſhall aſſign to his deſerts. At 
this ent 1 would SES hag dag what in- 
| Abe Apoſtle. notices a Re + ond; 11 
tive difference in various bodies, which are 
f the familiar objects of our ſenſes. % fleſh 
36\not the ſame fleſh: tut there is one kind of 
b of men, anather Alo of beaſts, onather. of 
fiſhes, and another of birds.—There are alſo 
. celeflial: bodies, and bodies terreſtrial : but the 
glory of the celeftial ir one, and the ghry of the 
' , Yerreftrial it another. There is one glory of the 
um and another glory. of the moon, and another 
glory f the flars:- for one fear: differeth from 
another fur in glory*.—By which expreſſions 


he appears to intimate, that as there is a po- 5 


; Selle difference berwixt the 1 various genera in 
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ence," a to the eee of e 
whereby he is actuated. This he very beau- 
tifully illuſtrates by a reference to the plane- 
tary ſyſtem. And when he inſiſts on it as a 
circumſtance, the iſſue whereof will be fully 
| Do at the general reſurrection, it wears 
a moſt intereſting aſpect: and from the per- 
tinence of the ſimilitude it may be rendered 
extineptly conducive to the melic bration of our 
conduct. ain et 29 115 . 14 263 
When the Apoſtle IE this mack; 15 argu- 
wk t, we need not bewilder ourſelves· by mak. 
ing deductions foreign to what the plain words 
will authorize. He diſcuſſes the nature 'of 
man, which is at preſent inherent i in him. . 
He intimates an important intrinſic difference 5 
in man; which it will- be the buſineſs of a 
general reſi urrection to unveil. In glory : ane 
ar differeth 7 anather.. —in merit one man 
ſurpaſſeth a another. The principles of this 
glory every man poſſeſſeth in himſelf: and 
_ :hen God ſhall bring to light the hidden things : 
"of darkneſi;; and make » manifeſt. the counſels of 
.tbe hearts, then man ſhall be judged accord- 
rin 8 ito. the-ermanation,.. which he has: offered 
1 0 2 * Cor. iv. 5. 8 EI * 14 bt „ 
1511 , 27 
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and men of eminence in 0 rege life 
are reprefented under the ſimilitude of t 


6: venly bodies. And is\-uniſon" with bis | 
idea we may ſtop in the firſt place to remind 
thoſe, who occupy the more elevated ſtations, 
how important are the duties incumbent on 
them from the conſideration of their preſent | 
glory. It i is doing no Weder to the words 
to day, that they are the planets of their ts. 
tem: and as a motive with them to diſplay 
all the intrinſic glory of their ſtation, they 
ſhould further be reminded, that numbers: are 
Age dependent on their eme i can 
ar 0 einit: af pit eble ray by t 

K This i is literally tr true e vibe. 


my Si: ht ke RE: 1 
But they will allow me to remin them, ths 
every feature! in natuie bas its deſtined uſe: 
the planets ſhed not their Uhr *. e 
ſo chat they fail through inability ; neither 
do they concentrate all their rays on one un- 
worthy object, to the prejudice of the general 
ſyſtemn. And let me call to your reoollection 
that the ſame Almighty power, who has thus 
wiſely ordained the courſe of nature, has alſo 
inveſted you with wealth, with power and 
rank. He it is who putteth down ane and ſet. 
terb up anotber ; and who has appointed alſo 
unto every circumſtance a peculiar and a bro 
per uſe. Oh! then, accept ye with grati- 
tude the noble privileges, with which ye are 
endowed ;—the privilege of repreſenting him 
in the moſt engaging of his attributes; of 
| reflecting a glory amidſt your ' fellow-crea- 
_ tures, which ye addi ehre weren 0 foun- 
tain of all good! e e 241 
But if ee is juſt as it tied. 
155 temporal bleſſings of an elevated ſtation: 
bow infinitely more ſo, when ap ied. to the 
intellectual advantages and improvements 
Which are o e e level to that 
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800 diſcriminate \ ent and to apply 
with energy. As 5 have genefally; or 

ld have, talents more improved and know - 
2 more abundant, ſo do they likewiſe 
poſſeſs an eminent at vantage in the ſuperior | 
"Influence of example. ROE. city thut is ſet 
on an Bil, ith our Lord, cannot be Bi s. 
3 he ſun, placed conſpicuous 1 in the vault of 
heaven, diffuſeth in turn its light and in- 
fluence over all the works of nature. Si- 
xil{r being your ſtation, fimilar are its ef- 


fects. And perſuaſively important is the 


© confideration, that they will preva SH] t is 
commonly obſerved. throughout the commu- 


nity, that the prevailini g manners catch their 
influence from the fancied” ſanction of. forne 
eminent adept. Whatever is the confequenec 

there is much reaſon ini it: (on the Pert of 
ov the uninſtructed 1 mean.) "How. nat ral for 
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he moſt b practice l, * 
„ eee, the difficulty of! a. ain mm 
entering into the kingdom of heav 
a great meaſure under this impr ſave, ch 
_deration. He occupies a moſt important ſta- 
tion: he has a charge of magnitude com- 
mitted to his care. And when che noble and 
the wealthy ſinner falls, he ſinks not only 
beneath his own. immediate weight of guilt ; 3 
but, in proportion to the extent of his. in- 
famy, with the ſins of a family, with che ſins 
of his neighbourhood, . perchance with the 
fins, of a nation to aggravate. his offences. 
1 hink it not then beneath your care to walk 
e for you, alſo W a Lord, hieb 
is in heaven. + 7 2 7 495 oy 
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eur n Ae 0 hach fo plenteouſly,in- 
veſted you with on *. Tour inferiors in- 
ſtructed and improved! by your example, will 
enſure to you an unperiſhable tore, which: will 

_ conduce to your own. more glorious diſplay, . 
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18 not however important to'thoſe of its on 
1 © all find it indeed di cult to Te 
ividual.” wht may not in ſome 
| ſhape or "other He 'confidered” as the ruling 
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= over his domeſtics :—fuch too in vari ab | 
1s th. e pa refit over his'offs] ring :—ſuch' again 
is the / magiſtrate ;ſach 7 are Feta the ſub- 
ordinate officers of the Goll p power and ſuch | 
in every im portant ſhape are the miniſters g 
God's Ae When I have mentioned the 
offices, the importance of the duties will be 
manifeſt, * Of the ior th of fulfilling e em 


there can be no 


they ſhould be diſcharged with that far, 1 cb 
undiſguiſed regard to their own” n propriety, 
which may give dignity to the cauſe of fec 
Fitude ; and rad tend to recommend the 
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His Own ſphere! Su ch'i is the maſ⸗ 
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e apa eee, 
There is no error more re fatal 

| commonly, current in the world, 
our ;oOwn. delinguencies on the eee, dur 
individual obſcurity. To carry on the al- 
lpſion, which forms the) baſis of the Apoſ- 
tle's argument—we from our local fituation: 
may view. the firmament ſtudded wich innu- 
merable ſtars, and may vainly ſuppoſe: them 
thus arranged merely for us to gaze at. But, 
i we are authorized in the conjecture, that 
like our Sun, many of them are alſo the 
reigning planets of a ſeparate. ſyſtem. 3, we give 
neewhich before paſſed 

. although viewed by us only 
as a brilliant trifle i in our- ſyſtem, an abridge- 
ment of their glory. al * worlds inte 
the. ſyſtem of this 7 ee as 

the illue of futurity i is a matter of general im- 
portanee,. ſo the application of our reſpective 
talents is of equal individual intereſt. The 
word of promiſe invariably turns on this prin». 
ciple;! unto, aubomſosver murh is given, of bim 
Lag ſhall be required. Therefore, although 
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which at Fr app ear 1 
x euere found to-converge all to the 


„we are 10 jo diſtant ftars ;* whoſe" lizhe _ 
tis ſcarce yet reached the eyes of common 
oh non and in that awful 
k chtiſtians; whoſe glory 
this work Nas ewe din | | 
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ſerutiny of 22 In grief they will be 
made ſenſible how HR Ke: ee * i 
from another Ad #n\ghry. v 


With ae ankle 107 racy oxen ah obſea-. 
rity 8 or at beſt emit but a ſeeble ray, which 
attains only ta neighbonring: obſetvation, the 
ee & is eee. eee conſolation 


Mation, 3 can eee, with — 


zenity all the untoward, and afflict 2 
cumſtances of Sf: Knowing: that 4 
ferings. of this preſent time are not 
be compared with the glory, which 


can by a patient continu- 
and bono 
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LN 1 Cor. xv. 88. 


£ tbe Refurrettion. „ 97. Ed 
N a immor t z; y, in in eternal 1 fe *— committing R 
The he ping of their fouls to Gods in es 
asc unto a faithful Creator *.' © . 
I have only to remind * of vets iam 1 


tion, that tl 


they deceive not themſelves under 

the mo circumſtances, which ſeverally 

| beſet t As we have all our talents, ſo 
have we all our temptations ; which it is the 


duty of the Chriſtian to oppoſe, to vanquiſh 


and to ſubdue. And be it our encouragement 
that God is faithful, who will not ſuffer us to 
be tempted above that we are able; but will 


wih the temptation „ alſo make a way to eſcape, 


that wwe may be able to bear it ', In further- 
' ance of this, we are to walk circumſpettly, to 


redeem the time, — to be ſober, and to wach 


unto prayer *, Such are the commands and 
promiſes of tha Goſpel, Therefore thanks 


be to God, who giveth us the victory through 


our Lord Yeſus Chriſt. Therefore, my beloved - 
| Brethren, be ye ftedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
 abounding in the work of the Lord, Foraſmuch | 
as ye r that Jour labour i 15 1 in vain in 


| _ the Lord”. „ eh, 3 
Rom. ii. 7. . x Pet. i iv. 199 d I 5 
| 13. „„ Eph. v. 1. 16. e 1 Pet. iv. 7. 
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reſented yy one 7; thoſe. 
CES: 5 declarations 8 With wh ich 
oſpi every where abounds; ho Which at 
the fame. time poſſeſſes this eminent advan- © 


tage: that it is illuſtrated by a reference to a 


K 
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particular caſe, and enlivened by 
dence of a famillar example. A . eee 
The perſon who thus ſpeaks, i is the Apoſtle 
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tion 0 


2 
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ignified by our | Lord' himſelf u 


f 4 choſen we 1 
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100 St. Paul our Pattern, 


preſſion of his active labours, as the great 
Apoſtle of. the Geiitiles *,, The exemple then 
1s not lens Famillar than impreſſive: for I may 
juſtly obſerve, if we ate indebted to any ont 
evangelical” character above other, for the 
hopes, which we entertain in Chrift Jeſus, 
it is to the a rn adi of e St. 
—— 
| The yeneri! Such which de his now fe- 
vealed i is this; that Chr; In Feſus came into the mM 
world to ſave Janers * ; of whom eonfeſſing 
„ himſelf the Chief *, *, he proceeds in the words 
bol the text to enliven the general hope, 'by 
5 ſhewing the tendency of that mercy, which 
5 had been vouchſafed to him: for tbis cauſe 1 
 obtamed_ mercy, that in me firſt Feſus\ Ebri/t We 
: might Heu forth all Dong-fis effermg Jen a pat- 
tern to them, which ſhould Bras 2 1. on | 
_ him 60 life everlaſting. . . 
An incident ef this Kind 4 6 nece 1 
to complete the Goſpel revelation. . Every 
declaration abounded with falutary precepts, 
And. beneficent encouragement to well-doing- 
Still we may ſuppoſe the gracious call of their 
maſter. vibrated in ſyeet barmony on the « cars 
of thoſe, who had abode with him through 
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"3k Paul our Pattern. 


hie nn and ſtill the ſame c 


cchced by them, had its full, effect. on; thoſe, 


vrhoſe placid minds were converted 


willingly. 


either from Judaiſm, or from the groſſer dar- 

neſs of pagan ſuperſtition, to the pure light 5 
and ſoothing promiſes of the Goſpel. But 

irn its further progreſs, hat was to become 

of the violent and licentious propagator of 

error? of the man blind to the light of evi- 

dence, and to the blaze of truth? of the 


Fe of the. tyrannical oppreſſor of 
all ſuch as differ 


torture) When this unhappy hei 


ormer courſes, and to diſcern the 
ing of a new light, bez 


boundary of his ee ideas ; what encou- 


ey hag: oben could: he 3 from | 


y a * ? 
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5 H z „ © excluding 


4 from. him in opinion; 
who would. propagate his own. by fire and 


ring awoke 
from his delirium, and began to doubt of Hig Z 


645 b. Pin uf Pürfts. 


excluding character. That the blir ay op- 
| poſing Jew of that day, and, let me add, the 
obſtinate heretic and bold perſevering finer 
of every after age, might ſee his hope in he 
Jong-/# ering of Chrift; 'mercy, the brighteſt” 
 difplay of 'mercy was extended to one of that 
character; "whole ſubſequent conve! rſion was 
ordained in ſuch perfection, that it ſhould 
ever remain u pon record, a a conſolatory and 
: encouraging teſtimony of God's mercy, even 
towards the moſt reprobate: and as a pe ſua- 
five I that purity of morals and activity of 
ſervice ; which to man may beſpeak his own 
fine: and in the — ey pes 
teſt of faith: Aae "43-0640" Dart 
JOY We need Hot heſitate in belag this appli- 
cation to the extraordinary converſion of St. 
Paul; inaſmuch as he Himfelf excites us to it. 
But it will become us to attend to his inferen 
From hence we are inſtructed as to the ex- 
tent of God's merey, forbearance and long- 
ſuffering towards returning ſinners: and, from 
the example before us, we are juſtified in con- 
ecluding, that no fin is too h inous to be er or 
piated by >the blood of Chr 


Hut to comprehend this fully, A ae e 855 
rofs en. Which 


ſame time to avoid the 2 | 
„„ Have 5 
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„ "1. P al our Pallet. 103 
: hate, 00 frequently been engrafted on this 
Pure and intereſting truth, it may conduce to 
our improvement to examine into the cha- | 
racter.of St. Paul, as well before, as after his 8 

converſion. From his criminal ſtate, every 
ante dg of ſinner may be ſatisfied as to 
the hopes, which the Goſpel holds up to 
verſion, he may learn, what is of full equal 
importance, and to which the former conſi- 
detation may be his encouragement, what Hs 
uſſt do, that he may. inherit eternal life b. . 
Of the hiſtor ; of St. Paul, previous to his 
converſion, we are acquainted with but few 
particulars: ſtill thoſe will be found ſo ſtrongly. 
to characterize his ter ſpirit, that we 
may ſafely infer the nature, i if not the Wee of 
Kis offences, both towards God and man. 
- n the firſt-place; we ſhould. ed to 
aſcertain whatwere his 0 "Eee food: Known . 


„ 


a pure 1 of ere offences. 
from himſelf we learn that on this quarter he 
1 r eminent advantages. He thus ſtates 
| his own caſe. As to his N ge and ſect i in 
ö Py Fs Ae 15 * Mark R. 17. 5 „ 
aw. #4. . 


kidreligitn s ebay he fi <a 
xifee 7, With reſpect to the advantages he had 
enjoyed from education and local attachments, 
' theſe ate his declarations : I am verihj a man 
which am d Few, born in Tarſus, à city of Ci- 
Keia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of 
Camaliol. and taught according to the. perſebs 
manner. of the law ꝙ the fathers, and was wea- 
tous towards. God at ye all are this day. Theſe 
accounts from his own. mouth may yield us 
ample ſatisfaction as to the points, which it 
will hecome us to give heed to. He avows 
his own zeal. And it muſt be obſerved; that 
26 a Phariſce.in the firſt inſtance; and in the 
next, as a Phariſee, brought up in all the Jewiſh 
knowledge, both ſcriptural and traditional, at 
the feet f Gamalicl; he was of courſe 
acquainted, among many other things, wi 
the charadteriſtic macs: of the oo ted M 


rip and. the Scleriptions, which : 7 15 | 

'To this: ets as that . cefiiten : 
had been much at Jeruſalem :. for this: alſo 
we have his own authority. And, from a col- 
lation of dates and events, it might won plan 


7 Acts xxiii. 8 * Thid. xXii. 3. 


aby . 


h Jerufatem was , prineipathy the ſcene of thoſs 
_ Intereſting g tranfactions in our Saviour's life,” 
dence of which with the ior 
reſted his claim to the charac- 1 
ter of tl . And the ſeaſon even of 
the At of Nw! converſion was not ſo diſtant, 
but that che events muſt ſtil} have been freſh 
in the remembrance of many: conſequently 
teſtimony was not only acceſſible, but it was 
ſuch as to the ſincere enquirer wo 
ſaily obtrude itſelf. Paul therefore 
opportunity of examining teſtimony | 
pe tans he was on the 1 REL where, _—_ 3 


N ce a . 


OE * Os the preciſe ti time of Paul! 's W on commenta- 5 
tors are much divided: ſome, as well antient as modern, 5 
placing this event ſo early : as the firſt year aſter our Lords 
_ afcenſion;' others again ſo late as the eighth: but none, 
Loli. have further protracted. it. Thoſe ſeem to 
haye approached ; nearer to the truth, who, have adopted 
a-medium between theſe extremes. But even the lateſt _ 
period is fully! ſufficient to ul eee 
1 1 I MOTELS | 4 Ma. 


We 


-4 


55 Se his condu pon re- 
cord are few: they are however — Inc= 
tured with "characteriſtic diſtinction- 
firſt mention of him occurs on che ma nap rd ' 

of St. Stephen; where it-is-noticed 
witneſſes, namely thoſe, Who had der bis 
accuſers, and were the immediate agents is 


5 nan of. feet, whoſe name * Was Sau! Ws, And in 
- continuation of the narrative it is ee ob. 

_ ſerved, that Saul du. conſenting 470 hit death 3. 

, This i is a | fingular event, wherein Faul bare - 


| 455 Pe amet RY x abi he poll. fled 
a mind cultivated and well informed, enrich- 


ed by that deſcription of learning, which was 


chiefly purſued among his countrymen; that 


he was ſufficiently acquainted with all thoſe 


data, whereby the Meſſiah was to be diſco- 
vered on his appearance. And to complete 
the whole, that he had acceſs to eve 


y evi- 


dence, to every characteriſtic roof, whic 
had demonſtrated to a large portion of his 
ee ee that Jeſus was the Mean... 
Theſe are his advantages; and nom let u. us 
t. The inſtances upon re- 


his death, laid down their clothes at a young | 


id 5 


4 dit ee part: and alth6uph ir is very ery 


conciſely, r elated, yet we' may Rioguiſh the 
: AQs vii. 22 7 Ibid, Vini. .. l 
= O04 - > GBA 


;corrupt- jucthoomrareanzſe,r wherein 3 5 
ö Ys en magenta an equitable ſentence,” 
a ranc executioner of a wann Gus 

cree. The flowing: notice of him, which 

re particular, repreſents the ere 
1 5 ry and the activity of his zeal. At ann 

Saul oY made Re] of rhe Oey forms. in N 
5 imb them t |; Erler rs We may N 

mark into what horrid extravagance Anh in ; 
ſiſtency' he was hurried by the ſavage ar- 
dour of his heart. To forward the cauſe, 
which he dignified with the name of religion, 
the peace of private farilion the ſecurity of- 
domeſtic-abode; the decent protection, which 
is ever due to the weaker ſex, (to ſay nothing 
of the ſacred attachments of conſcience), were : 
all harſhly, violated ;-and cruelty, murder and 


| facrilege were brought forward to ſwell. the : 


train of religion. But even theſe, in the ab- 


Krack, did not conſtitute the ſum of Paul's 
infamy. We are to remember the cauſe, 
which he oppoſed :- its object: the ſingular 


| Predictions, on which i it was eſtabliſhed; the a : 


1 


nent: Profs, whereby it was: confirn 


| x 7 1 Acts viii. 3. 3% ͤͥ́᷑ ntnñ;! 


Theſs Senne as we have ſeen,” muſt 
have been known to Paul. He had an op- 
portunity of collating ee at hand: he 
„ alſo a mind capable of diſcrimina- 
Either therefore he oppoſed —_ 
Ae examination; or he fought 
rately in oppoſition to his judgment. Which. 
ever Principle we adopt, great was his delin- 
quency. For the Deity, who promulges all 
things in ſhapes level to man's capacity, can 
never: be pleaſed with that blind zeal, which 
oppofes ignorantiy in unbelie f: more eſpe- 
cally when ſuch oppoſition able to err 
Ws ſublimeſt difplay of his mercy. p. 
It does not appear, as yet, that Paul's ers 
vour had any excuſe under the ſhelter of a 
public commiſſion. What we have hitherto 
feen of him marks him only as an individual 
bighly zealous againſt the progreſs of Chrii- 
tianity. And indeed we may further notice, 
that when he actually had obtained that ſanc- 
tion to his proceedings; he was not called to 
the office, but ſeems of his own accord to have 
ſought it at the inſtigation of his Private zeal. 
Aud. Saul yet breathing out threa enings and 
flaugh, 1 the e _— 


ter Hits the diſciples 7 


* x Tim. i. 13. 
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of Chriſtianity.” Ar 
veive him | 


tever they Wa 
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5 _cuting | aſter would command —His 6ffence 


is the point, 
ſinner. 
ure ure which may 
booth the afflicted mind beneath. its urmoſt 


depreſſion, inaſmuch as it fully PROVES, that | 
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Cbriſt Feſut came into the "world" to ſave; 
Even at this i - When no leſs than 
utter ertirpation was N againſt" che 


whole f y of Chriſt : when" the 
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| K —— ol the more. « ordinary. de. "= 
| | > ſcription, may not. feel. themſelyes authorized 
. in tracing that anne to thein! caſes, | 
| | to the. = gin bis 


e DS 


ever any "authocity.or f 


_ tinguiſh him, © or in any, { ſhape. to palliate his | 
a I offences: 
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= ture, are 2 to private applications wr | 
t the AL me boris, a k gh 9 
in. the common occu urrences of life. Andi 
icular the Af 
W We are to.c conuder that God, 
WhO will judge us in righteouſneſs, 85 * able 
to look into the heart of man, and to try him 


ding to his actuat der, With man 
a this is not priRicable 00 But thus fare man 


temper and. dilpobtian.i in one e e ee 
infer its prgbable See in others. Thus, 
althou zh, ye have n intimations on -xecord, © | 
as to, the private. ak ial ae" 

yet from the, temper, we hay . A Hliſ- 
| 155 oh in one great inſtance, e e certainly 
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VV. awaited them; the firſt Chriſtians were en- 
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246 Boy Spirit of God, "wh bertly v we are all 


unte the day of redemption. Let all bittern 


"and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil- 
Speaking be put away from you, ith all na- 
 Hice; and he ye kind one to another, tender- 


HBearted, forgiving one another, ev even as G 5 


Cb, fade bath forgiven you *. 
ere ih ſomething inn felipicin ; diffenſions 


| unſpeakably ſtrange and contradictory. The 


te object of diſcuſſion is too com- 
| -monly loft in the conteſt for victory; and not 


5 _unfrequently wrath pple 855 3 hich 


Of the ſub- 


 Jerved"of numbers, „ Wbt are agitated with 
much ea}; chat at beſt they are not very im- 


portant; conſequently not ſuffeient to juſtify 
-die: With "reſpect to "theſs.'® _ 


| *CHriftian dem Uiſelaim all conteftiön: 


t articles — 


tür faith; of chat faith, which" we believe 


to have been once delibered unto the ꝓuintr o; 
as the Apoſtle exhofts that: be akoays Frady 
10 gut an acecht theres ; muſt we hold 


1 we earneftly con contend for it. 
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Ow walking worthy of our Vitatim. 164 
But ſurely our contention ſhould bear ſome 
proportion to its object. If we keep that in 
view, our zeal will be e with 785 
"Hevolence. | N 

But what is bur object in coliteition ? What 
is bur deſire in the cultivation of a true faith? 
What! but that of rendering unto God a 
more acceptable ſervice. By acquiring a juſter 
eſtimation of the favours, which he has vouch- 
ſafed unto our race, to form our condutt on 
the moſt perfect model: b by endeavouring to 
n the full ſcope of bis exertions 
in our bing to aim at availing ourſelves of 
his b bleſſings more extenſively. Theſe are 
our objects in the cultivation of our faith. 
When therefore we contend upon the ſub= 
Ject, we aim at extending benefits, of which 
ue comprehend the value: e labour to for- 
ward that Ling dom of the Almighty, for which 
our Saviour has taught us inyariahly to pray. 
But this, like earthly dominion, is not to be 
extended by violence: it were abſurd to at- 
tempt it in 3vrath, Abſurd? irreligiousT 1 
ſhould ſay. We then become; (however our 
ſentiments may be orthodox,) the contenders, 
not for the glory of God, not for the falva- 
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3 n may 

have occaſioned diviſions on ſome controverted 

points, ſtill that in the great eſtimate of the 
. Goſpel, we are all united. With us all then 
_ {there is one hope of our. calling: 

2, * reigns. ſupreme. over his church. Thus, in 

ſome ſhape, an unity of ſpirit prevails. Be 

nit our care, for our own. parts, to keep it in 
Our holy religion proffers 

to us a common privilege; and further adorns 
« us. (if we prove ourſelves worthy) with the 
| general diſtinguiſhing relationſhip. of heirs , 
1 God and joint heirs with Chriſt ©. 
=o  liances of nature will not prevail; if the know- 
= ; ledge « of our common deſcent is not ſufficient: 
l let not the ſame inefficacy attend the com- 
: Aden advantages which religion offers. Let 
V this be the perſuaſive to peace. Let us con- 
= . ſtitute i in this 2 ſpur to harmony. But if our 
Lord rejected the claims of- tlie children of 
- - Abraham, to- whom, and to whoſe ſeed the 
| promiſe was poſitively made: how can we ex- 
1 ee how can we hope that he will admit of 
W v4 1 75 Rn vis 7. 
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and Chriſt 


If the al- 


ours, 


On walking worthy of our Vacation, 165 
ours, when we act upon the very fame prin- 
ciples ? Let not our religion therefore conſiſt 
in a rigid zeal for ſpeculative opinions; the 
Goſpel may ſuffice for the eſtabliſhment of 
our faith: having proved all things, let us bold 
faſt that which is good. And let our practice 
beſpeak the ſincerity of our faith, by endea= 
vouring its extenſion i in love, 
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finally, from the cancurrence of human laws; 
that no one, who aſſents to the truth of re- 


velation, denies either the 
whereby it is diſtinguiſhed. It may ſuffice 
horts the Hebrews not to forſake, is in fact 


which we, in the preſent age, mould call a re- 


gular attendance on dhe Chuteh. oh a due | 
obſervande of the 


| hprtation, it may be -profitable to- remind you 
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168 On the Duty of frequenting 


in the words before us. The Chriſtian Sab, 
bath is ſo fully eſtabliſhed, and derives ſuch 


a ſanction from cuſtom, from the ſucceſſive 
practice of ages, from the example of our 
Saviour and of theo primitive: church, and 


va of the in- 
ſtitution, or the importance of the duties, 


then to obſerve, that what the Apoſtle — 


analogous, ' if not preeiſely ſimilar, ta that, : 


But as T:would. infifwost the Apoſtle's ex 


ofthe peculiar ſituation of theperſons, hom 
he thus admoniſhes. * 3 poſed equally te 4 0 che 
prej judices of. the Jes and to the ridicule of | 
the Gentiles, they were debarred the 56 

complying with the L advice; exte 


ſcorn and contempt. Still cheſe were bb. 
ſtacles; which could dot umilate- à true 
cchriltan dpirtes bat Gens dich best 40. 
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ſapphy from heir zeal, what was we 
op Portunity. Accordingly they aſſembled un- 
every depreſſion, where ſecrecy and con- 
Parative lafety ſeemed: beſt to promiſe them 
the object of their wiſnies j in the ſecret parts 
of private houſes, in upper:chambers; in un- 
ffrequented places, far from the uſual haunts 
of men; in the deſerts,” mountains, the dens. 
and caves” of the earth. But, thanks be * | 
God, who has watched over the progreſs © 
his Goſpel, this is very: far from being 2 
caſe in our age! Not only may we aſſemble 
ourſelves together; but our laws protect us 
in ſo doing, and even exert their influence to 
compel us to this part of our duty. And it 
may very pertinently be noticed to thoſe; ho 
profeſs a veneration for good order, that they 
infringe the laws of their country no leſs than 
thoſe of religion, when they YR 5 5 | 
Hb in this part of their duty. % 
Happy then is our lot in dug, thine aided: 
in the practice of our religion. But, if the 
er thus ſtrenuouſſy e the duty : 
to thoſe, who! could perform it only amid 
depreſſions, at Which even nature revolts; in 
What manner may we ſuppoſe, that he would 
Io: urged the fame injunction upon us? 
DR 8 | | Pcrhaps | 
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| Perhaps with us etna 8 alan even 
a. milder tone: for could i it be well imagined, 
that with opportunity and protection we 
ſhould haye ſweryed from our duty? from a; 
duty, which involves all that is engaging, all 
that is profitable i in religion? Vet, I fear that 
the Apoſtle's reference, as the manner of ſome. 
- #5, will apply to a much wider extent in the 
preſent day, when we are bleſſed with uni- 
verſal toleration; than it did in the. firſt age 
of Chriſtianity, when. oppreſſion, _ zeal, Ne 
gotry and even patriotiſm. united to entetmi- 
nate the riſing ſect. if with them i it was, : 
cenſurable to forſake the public ſervice of ths 
Church, with them under ſuch trying cir- 
cumſtances; of what. complexion i is the ſame. 
offence; in our caſes ?. With us, Who haye; 
| every encouragement, who partake of ey ky; 
aid, and: who may thence ſecurely de- 
duce every comfort and affiſtance? - But it 
| ſeems that in the days of the Apoſtle there 
were ſome perſons, who. did Forſake: the aſe 
Sembling of themſelves together ; | even as in the 
_ days of our Lord we read that many of bis dif-, 
 Ciples went back, and e e no more with. 
um. Neither is it matter * en ar 


2 Jan vi, 66. 
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$ and perſecutions. We need 
not enguire how far the ſeverities they muſt 
have incurred, by an adhetence to their duty, 
would prove their excuſe in their deſertion. 
That caſe, as has bern already noticed, aps 5 
plies in ne. ſhape. to the preſent day. But it: 
may poſſibly be uſeful to examine ſome of the 
1 g reaſons, which: influence many in 
| our own ang cs te the aſſembling of them« ; 
bene ther, We may Kern n 
important aud inwaking leſſons. 88 
The principle, whereby men are Hol -Coms! 
monly. influenced to neglect the ordinary du- 


4 * 
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tis of Chriſtianity, is that, which, in fact. 


moſt diſgraces a reaſonable creature, the ex- 
5 treme of mental indolence; an indolent diſ - 

poſition extending even to the ſoul, To this: 
cauſe we muſt impute that lamentable diſtaſte 
bor religion, whieh may be ſa commonly de- 
tected. It requires indeed ſome: activity of 
mind to diſcdyer on the one hand the intri - 
Pee : of :6ur 'own: hearts, and on the other! 
5 end all the intereſting particulars;; 
ln the Goſpel reveals. And without a:. 
proper culture of this particular tal nt, we, 
Van n never r attain that degree of piety, 
| n 
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172 On the D Duty of fahne. 
which may convert the rd d 
religion into a delectable purſuit.” From neg⸗ 5 
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lect at this point it happens, that every cir- 
cumſtance is brought 4 forward, as of greater 


importance than a diſcharge ef the moſt ſo- 
lemn obligations: 


he Church offers but a 
toilſome ſervice, Teploe with gloorn, horror. | 
tedium and di iſguſt. 15 67 TION Tae 
But ſuffer me to . whe” Perus ure 
they, who thus repreſent the features of our 


| religion? Are they Chriſtians? Doubtleſs 
they would feel themſelves offended” were 
that appellation denied them: but, in truth, 


their Chim to it is equivacal in the extreme: N 


at all events they have yet to learn the firſt 
"rudiments of their profeſſion, They are to 


be informed, that as all our . ens virtually 
in the effieacy of Chriſt's death; ſb that the 
Saviour will requite oe Ae ſer- 


vices on our parts. To demoiiſtrate our ſenſe 


of the obligation, to perfect the ſervice, whit ich "3s 
we are bound to proſecute, we uſſeimble our- 


ſelves together in 3 Een 2 pe ; 
| nene e em - 


are re gather , in bis 2 


* 2 Lk 4 25 * 


„ n & 


4 
Fe 
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FO the i a them. Such e 
nature of our ſentlng axe fad tagetber, that 
5 _ whoſoever feels a diſtaſte for ĩit, may do Well 

to rouſe from his torpor, to alarm himſelf 
into more attention 3: ior 1 ny: raſhes ah 


"ing 3 Kill Wants a prime requilite- to: wy 
1 for heaven. 1 „ ee ieee ** * Nie 911 
But others will rejoin, « Buſineſskbeps a8 
from the church, and are we to be claſſec 
* among the indolent ? Buſineſs is a very 
vague term: but it may be doubted whether, 
1 its proper ener ever erz 
the progreſs of religion. w- den 2, 


** 1 41 


WMWe are every one of us 9 matter drink 
our individual ſtation) reproſeatell: m-this 
world as pilgrims and fSrengers*. As pil- 
+ grims © we ſhould be'zealous in our ee 
ing: as ſtrangers, watchful and circumſpect, 
leſt our ignorance betray us into danger. But 
theſe characters ſuppoſe an object, to termi- 


wi nate our pilgrimage, and that we have a 


country of our own: that object is ſalvation: 


khat country, the abode, which We may ſe- : 
Cure to our ſelxe in eternity. Under theſe 


In * 


ne chancken we are Permitted t 5 


hs Mart. it. 20. - Gp reren Tow 11. and 


— 


— 


| 274. f Os tbe Day: of ale 


would be; and quickly advancing toward the 


not fix days, which God him 


enough ſurely for affairs, 
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collect, as . advance, the neceſſaries for 
our undertaking: we may even ſolace our- 
ſelves with the conven "ODE comforts, 
which impede; us not in our main purſuit. 


Bat, who would not blame himi as a travel 


Aer, Who incautiouſſy forſakes the beaten 
rack in ſearch of foreign pleaſures, when 
he is already near unto the haven, where he 


put, where he may reſt from all his labours? 


ae againſt eternity is the firſt buſi- 


ifs with man: and he, who deſerts it for 
— for nnn At 
* may embrace the ſhade. 1 
But as to any buſineſs, which may inter- 
ee this part of our duty? Are there 
{elf has allotted 
zus, wherein to tranſact that buſineſs ? Time 
ich hold but a 
:econdary rank, as to real importance. And 
again, with reſpect to the duty in queſtion, 
bo ſmall a portion even of that ſeventh day 
: is engroſſed by the ſervice of the church 1 In 


2 


truth it would appear, (it: do 


the practice of many perſons). that wah | | 
mind is refolutely.mtent- on the diſcharge of 
de n een . 2B inels : is of that 


8 preſſing 


preſſing nature, which will ee aulbckent 
3 abſent tin ing) pra ou the: houſe 
of Jod. . ; itoetos | I 5 
| t luda me to vera 3 under tha 
deluſive plea of buſineſs, enjoyment, con- 
voenience, and profit f ſhould not wore cbm. 
monly be underſtood ? Is it not too fre- 
a quently the caſe with thoſe of elevated ſta- 
tions, (whoſe duty it is to ſet conſpicuous 
examples of propriety) that the day MAB 
_ "ſeparated for the purpoſes of religion, bene= 
volently deſtined by Providence to recreate . 
the exhauſted vigour of our own ſpecies, and 
the more ſerviceable of the brute: creation, 
18 conveniently allotted” to travelling, or to 
-amuſements deluſively termed ſuitable to the 
ee 3 in defiance of all decency, of all reſpect 
to human laws, of every principle of bene- 
3 e 7 ſuffering. neither the ſun of liberty 
_ -to ſhine! vpon.the-[lave, nor the day of reſt 
-to-refre(s' and/invigorate-their cattle? And 
| en ne algebra wien -ſottie- among the 


de perdelar detiss of the Babbath? Do hey 
not Geber whetmſelves; this ſcafon-0f-whole= 


grey and rel im- 
aner 3353; = 5 morality = 


276 On the Duy of; 
morality too frequently the tonclading 6ecus 
© pations of this holy day? In either, im ovety 
caſe, what detaches us from our attendance 
Here, a . incumbent on every rank, is 
an act of diſloyalty towards God: and: eſta· 
bliſhed as the duty now egos —— 
worthy of reprehehſ ion. „ ite 
But, even could it be ee that! in- 
ctervening buſineſs might prove an adequate 
| excuſe for a” ne glect of this duty, r 
demand of thoſe, who moſt urge it; (that 
they may judge of their own conſi ſtency) is 
t alſo of ſufficient weight to ſupercede a 
pleaſure? Alas! No. Here the fallacy is 
Plainly detected. Daily experience offers us 
caſes, wherein this buſineſs, which interferes 
with religion, is of no avail, when jarring 
with a pleaſure. For an amuſement; a ſhew, 
| an entertainment, religion is poſtponed to a 
i : ſeaſon of greater convenience. But in a ſimi- 
= a nr ſtate of interference, this is not ſo honour- : 
= ably diſtinguiſhed: its duties being-utterh 
| * diſcarded,” rather than delay the hour 
"he; or the ſeaſon of an amuſement! ; - 
With perſons, who are difinclined - 
 cecompiſhment of A duty, -excuſes: will lever 


Fequenting 


2 Paus Werſhips- 4 
- Fu del 


aun will ſupply, what the; gefual 
caſes will not afford. Thus we find with 
any, who flatter themſelves that they have 
a per ſenſe of religion, and are ſenſible 
thae” they cannot urge the poor "plea of buſi - 
neſs; that a want of health, inclement ſea- 
ſeons, and a thouſand other frivolous expe- 
dients are brought forward to. favour. their 
neglect. The want of health, where it really 
exiſts, muſt be allowed a reaſonable excuſe: 
and we have only to hope that the motive, 
which debars them the power of aſſiſting with. 
the congregation, will induee them to the 
devotibon of the eloſet. But as to this, in 
very many inſtances, (for we can but re- 
mark how frequently the malady ariſeth and 
ſubſides with the day) and in reſpect. to mai 
other frivolous excuſes, I would only ſubmit, 
Whether theſe would be deemed ſufficient in 
other caſes ? If not, the perſons, thus acting, 
are ſhameful triflers with themſelves. Are 
they not indeed worſe ? Man will have ſome 
object of devotion. He will ſerve God or 
eee 4g n _ Waun. His 


7. 
8 


e o, a. Dui of frquning 


But it 18 time to diſmiſs theſe felf-detuding 
| knees, that we may contemplate other mat- 
ter. A day will infallibly come upon them, 
when their excuſes will not prove ſterling 

even in their own opinions. Heaven grant 
that it may prove ſo far ſhort of their depar 
ture hence, as to e t the En 


x 
ES: 


of amendment! : 

In the caſes above noticed: we viewsd an 
evil, which accrued from a deficiency” of 
2 principle: if we extend our enquiry, we may 

trace in others ſimilar offences, ariſing, Or 

ever, from a very different cauſe. : 

Whoever will maturely confider the true 
' intereſts and great ſocial importance of reli- 

gion, muſt be convinced of the propriety: of 
giving every ſupport to the eſtabliſhed mode 
of worſhip. I ſpeak not to offend; indeed 
I would be confidered as addreſſing myfelf 
to thoſe only, who Fee the doctrines of 


5 the eſtabliſhed church. And under this im- 


Preſſion I would add, that ſuch perſons, not 
being biaſſed by any different ſentiments, who 
Jorſale the aſſembling gf "#bemjeloer” erb. 
according to the preſcribed forms of their 
church, are, in truth, oppoſing the- -general 
* cauſe and intereſt of religion. 


| There 


Pulle Waorſpip. 5 179 


ow.) is a lamentable Tack gone forth 
amongit us, which tends manifeſtly to this 
effect; that, I mean, which prompts 'men, 
| who will not endure ſound doctrine, after 
their own. lufts to heap to themſelves teachers, 
having itching ears. I mean not here to 
.imply a cenſure 0 thoſe, who ſepa- 
rate from us for conſcience ſake. The 
diviſions, which here chiefly prevail, are 
built in no ſhape on difference of Princi- 
ple: they rather profeſs to refine on the 
| genuine doctrines of our church. How 
unpardonable then is the conduct of thoſe 
perſons, who will aſſiſt the uſurpations of a 
ſelf· ſent intruder, when even the pleas of 
conſcience cannot be alleged to favour their 


5  Geſertion. - But the principle-of my exhorta- 


tion doth not in any ſhape reſpect particular 
daes, It would indeed appear, that others 
are in a ſimilar degree culpable, who deſert 
their own pariſh churches, to aſſiſt in other 
= congregations even of the ſame eſtabliſhment. 
._ Pariſhes, as it were families, are ſeparated 
by law, to anſwer purpoſes of order and ſpi- 


_ ara improvement ; and the miniſter of re- 


| ligion i is . to preſide, for the general 


* 6 Tim. iv. 3. . 
0 nn 


* 


5 fehlen 


* 


1588 and d of the commbnity. But 


* thoſe of rank and Character in a diſtrict, 


forſake their own, for a church more conve- 
nient or more agreeable to them: what an 


'cxample do they ſet to the lower claſſes; and 


and what a ſtigma do they caſt on the miniſ- 
ter, whom they thus deſert! How effeQually 


do they weaken all his admonitions;. and i in- 
validate his beſt efforts i in the diſcharge of his 


duty! On the other hand, when thoſe of the 


Inferior claſſes | Withdtr from "their *ow 


CA * 


community, how Arenuoully: do they mititate 


5 their « own n welfare! Met ſhe Bae, 0 | 


FR. IE, 


is : nat, 1 truſt, 2 e A Mae” is 


"miniſters ſedulouſſy diſcharge this main ob- 


ject of their miſſion. But how” can fins 9 85 
become pattakers of this their enen If 


they refuſe to come. 10 the feaſt, as ep wt 


bidden? And "how can their paſtor fotm dn 
adequate Judgment of the ſtate of their ſouls, 
"when they deny him attendince to partake « of 


* 
f 


his inſtruftion 7: In either caſe, ſuèhr conduct 
8 1 rgmrendl to ee Abd Un Bo end | 


„ 
8 


* Man. , 


Logs 8 2 proves 


Pulle 7 ep. 18 1 


8 proves detrimentel to religion, injurious to 
the community, at large. | 
1 Andi indeed the prevailing « motive, „ which 


% 1 Sf 


of the Chriſtian enter, 


The excuſe for ſuch conduct ems 8 | 


5 avowed ; the deſire of bearing a better 
| preacher. _ Now whether that preacher 1 is of 
our own. communion. or not, the apology 


amounts to. nothing, For allow me to aſk; 
what is the principal intent of our aſſembling 


ourſelves together {—Surely for the purpoſes 
: of A to hear the word of God re- 
cited f from the holy ſcriptures, and to profit 33 
| fro om ſuch expoſition, as the miniſter may 
ſubmit. | In the moſt eſſential particulars, 3 
2 the admirable liturgy, eſtabliſhed amongſt | us 


by authority, ſecures to every congregation 


: a pure Hitem of deyotion. : And with reſpect | 
to the other point, ſuffer 1 me to remind you, 


: that we a are not called together within theſe 


Walls, as too many f ſeem to > expect, Bs + 
: purpoſes of entertainment, Great and pre- 
Tous. doubtleſs is the talent, which enables 


the miniſter - of the Goſpel forcibly 1 to impreſs 


| the doctrines of his Maſter, and by his powers ; 
Pk We to. ſteal into the hearts of his 


N33 audience, 


f ' 


; 182 ö On the Duty of Hahner 


| audience, to the glory of his miniſtry, and 
to their everlaſting welfare. But ſtill it muſt 
be acknowledged, that where a con gregation 
aſſemble in the pure ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
they may carry home with them ſufficient 
matter for improvement, although the diſ- 
- courſe they have heard was replete with no diſ- 
play of oratory, nor backed with pre-eminent | 
powers of perſuaſion, | All poſſeſs not the 
ſame talents. But poffibly, if different ta- $ 
lents were weighed according to their in- 
trinfic value, they might not be found to 
differ ſo widely i in point of real eſtimation. 
And under this impreſſion it ſhould certainly 
be conſidered by thoſe of ſuperior ſtations, 
that they may very profitably collect all the 
needful, from a plain ,homely diſcourſe: whereas - 
. from its oppoſite, the poor and illiterate, to 
whom the Goſpel ſhould” principally be ad- 
dreſſed, have little chance of 3 the 
ſmalleſt information, 
But it has been obſerved, that with! many 
7 Y and chiefly with thoſe of the lower | 
claſſes, a ſtrange perverſeneſs exiſts, whereby 
they are captivated and led away by what they 
do not comprehend: at leaſt that they are 
: 75 to be carried about with every wind: of 


deetrine, K 


js. ties comes to GL in a new and 


an HEY form. In com pliance with this ” 


propenſity any; originated many extravagan- 
cies Ing the modes adopted by various teach= | 
It may not become me from hence to 


Seel particulars: but as one is alleged in 


favour of the ſectaries, and is ſuppoſed more 
eſpecially to conſtitute the ſuperiority of one 
very prevailing deſcription of. Chriſtians in 5 
this Place, namely, Ex TEM TORE PREACH= - 
' ING ; having thus approached the ſubject, 23 


#1 would add ſome curſory. obſervations.' 


There can exiſt r neceſſity of dechintin 


againſt this pmctieg, where it can be exe- 


euted with ſuch propriety, as may tend to 


_ the inſtruction and edification of an audience. 
But 1 conceive J ſhall. be allowed my poſi- 
tion, when I obſerve, that this can only be 
expected in perfection from ſome few very 


ſuperior characters maſters in theological 


learning, a profound ſcholars, gifted with a 


clear utterance, a collected mind, a bound- 
leſs memory, accurate judgment, deop pee 


netration; in a Word. potente f in true = 


Txt 


5 het iv. 14. e FHP: 
N * But 


3 


Buy with the; un 0 moſt 1 pradtife- 
this faſcinating mode of teaching, nothing 
ſhort of inſpitation is claimed in favour of 
the proceeding. Doth not our Lord ſay; 
Tale no thought beforehand what ye ſhall Speak, 
neither do ye premeditats: but + whatſoever alt 
: be given you in that hour, that ſpeak 'ye : for 
it is not | ye that ſpeak, but the Holy Ghoſt *. 
Not to infiſt on the pplication. of | theſe 
words, which evidently preſcribe the conduct 
to be obſerved amid the perſecutions of the 
apoſtolie times; I would only remind you of 
the horrible charge, which is hereby caſt on 
Providence, by thus imputing all their rhap- 
fodies and: contradictory. doctrines to the un- 
ering voice-of inſpiration. But having thug 
_ ventured to guard you againſt what I cotceive 
to he exceptionable in their proceedings, it 
ya be proper for.me to. juſtify our 0Wn. 
We do not in our miniſterial capacities af, 
7 894 light of individual eſpecial inſpirg+ 

: although we humbly truſt that the 
dae of God will ever oo-operete with our 


cearneſt and ſincere endeavours. F urther, we ö 


plainly diſcern, | that ſuch an exertion. of. ihe * ; 
e 1 would baue been ha no means 


nt. 79 Mark i. . 


% 
ry 9 


fer e ach and ſincere e ö 
1 in the firſt age of the Goſpel the Apoſtles 
were merely the vehicles of the divine word; | 
ſo in this, as they. have: committed 10 us the. | 
| things. that they: beard among many, witneſſes, 
we are bound to prove ourſelves faithful: men 
in teaching. ot bers that law, committed. to 
our. gare, In this commiſſion we have no 
- will ; and it is at our peril. that either we 
_— ayght or add 2 tittle to the law. 
What therefore we ſpeak, it is material that 
| it . uttered on the matureſt deliberation: . 
and it will appear to be a very eſſential deſi- 
deratum with the preacher, that he ſhould 
never wich to retract one word uttered in 
haſte, or without a due conſideration of his 
ſubject. Fe or it 18 not here, as in other pro- 
feſſions, that Aj reply \ will extort truth ſup- 
preſſed or overlooked: here the perſon; who 5 
Ipea! 05 Kills the character and office of . 
acher; al & with, A dn bee Bart of; 
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his audience, his word will with sd 
mination be adopted for truth. 'To preme- : 
ditate therefore is the means of treadin gon 


ſurer and ſafer ground: and when. I venture 


to notice it, as a ſuperiority on the part of the 
_ eſtabliſhed church, ſuffer me alſo to urge it 


as a moſt weighty argument againſt your 


giving heed to thoſe, who wee preſump- 5 
Loney or vanity'may diſcard it. 


I have thus, as briefly as the ſt ubject 


: admit, noticed ſome of the prevailing mo- 
tives, which are found to ſeduce Chriſtians 


from a moſt eſſential article of their duty; 
If in your judgment any thing has been of- 
fered to the purpoſe, let me intreat you to 

give it full ſcope in your hearts. Reflect on 


the cauſes of general and individual intereſt, 
which bring us together, and your meetings 


can never prove diſtaſtefal or inſipid. And 
individually, as the miniſter of God's word, 
allow me to plead for that encouragement in 
the labours of the vineyard, which muſt ever 
reſult to him from a oy mas nee n 


his church. 2 8 | 5 


Still there i is one difficulty I Wg wide: 


in the taſk, which J have this day affigned 


hal, a 1 which might at firſt 
"FA: 


* alc dul. 5 | 18; | 


bebt a appear to render the underta U 88 
ga tory | if not imper FA 


who are the objects of my preſent concern, 


and to whom I ſhould principally addreſs my- 
ſelf on the ſubject, by their abſence deny me 


the ſatisfaction of ſubmitting to them my 
exhortation. This is indeed an inconveni- 


ence, which will, in a degree, affect all our 


publick endeavours; but ſtill, we truſt; it 


will admit of a remedy. To you, who. by 
your: attendance here ſpeak aſſent to the duty, | 


which I have laboured to recommend; to you 


-F muſt copſign 1 the taſk of further inculeating 
the Apoſtle's admonition. 


Many doubtleſs among us fill wi import- 


5 ant characters of Parents, Maſters, and Friends. 
; 'As ſuch; there may poſſibly be. objects, for 
whoſe welfare many a tender and ſolicitous 


| "De" is cheriſhed, and is peculiarly mingled 


with anxiety on the very ſubject, which has 


been now diſcuſſed. If there is one cruel 
thought, which above every other tends to 


embitter thoſe near and tender connexions, 


which form the chief ſource of human hap- 
pineſs; ; it muſt be allowed that, which in- 


duces the ſerious, thoughtful and religious ; 
. ge to FIPS: that at the termination of 
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the preſent ſcene—futurity will. paſs a ſen⸗ 
tence of everlaſtin 8 ſeparation * and conſig ign : 
the partner of all his preſent joys to ever- 
laſting torment. Oh! it is a cruel, heart- 
rending thought 1 And can 1 urge. a motive 
more powerful to induce thoſe, who ſtand i in 
ſuch caſes, to forward the great duties of re- 
| ligion, where their own intereſt ſeems to ſo- 
licit their exertion? Let me then perſuade | 
you. to, cultivate generoſity on the. beſt prin- 
5 ciples; 5 the moſt exalted, the moſt ſublime 
excrtions to remedy 1 thoſe evils, Vier * * 
dangering others give you pain. 
N beyond thoſe feelings, which nature 
cheriſheth and mankind holds dear, any furs 
ther motive be required, — let ſelf-intereſt 
. ſtep forward : and learn ye from the Apoſtle, 5 
that he which converteth a nner from the error. 
e his way, ſhall fave a foul from d death, 999 7. 
| Kl hide a eultitude LE 1 5 
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he took occaſion to impreſs en 
the extreme neceſſity of faith. C 


way to n e "approached an „With 


* * 


ew 


bevy evi and as we- muſt conch 
the inſtruction of his followers, Be 


: = 


ſo man eat fruit of ret hereafter or ever 
= , Mark xi. 13. 9 > Ibid: er. 14. 1 0 
* . ' | ; 
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The in morning, as. they. faſed 55 5 
ſaw the fig-tree dried up from the roots. And 
Peter calling to remembrance, faith unto bim, 
Maſter, behold tbe Heere, which thou curſedſd, 
1 withered away *. Jeſus, in turn, now be- 
gins to ſhew them the intent of his miracle; 
and indeed the entire ſpirit of the circum- g 
ſtance. For we cannot ſuppoſe him to have 
been ignorant of the want of fruit, at that 
ſeaſon of the year, (him, to whom every ſe- 
coret of nature was familiar, ) or that his curſe 
\« proceeded : from the petulance of diſappoint- 
ment. Rather we may trace a preconcerted 
train of inſtruction. Upon this principle an- 
3 ſivering he ſaith unto them, Have faith in God“. 
Marvel not at this, which ye haye ſeen. For 
"i werily T1 jay unto ou, chat whoſoever ſhall ſay 
unto this mountain, Be thou. removed, and be 

| thou caſt into the ſea; and. ſhall not doubt in 
bis, heart, but ſrall , believe that thoſe things, 

| .apbich he faith ſhall come to paſt; he ſhall have 
. whatſoever be ſaith, Therefore I fay unto you, 

. what things, ſeever ye defire, when: ye pray, be- 
bee e ye receive Ee and Mt ſhall. have 
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in our ordinary devotions: and in the words 
of the text declares generally; and, as it wWouei 
appe the inſtruction of the whole train 
e followers, that the prayer, 
is accompanied by a and lively faith, ſhall | 
prove ineffectual. Tberzfore ”" ay-unto 5 
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belirue that. ye receive them, and de 
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interceſſion, - which flow from the m- 
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Having thus briefly diſcuſſed 1 packen 
en ting ſubject of prayer, allow me to 
urge the practice as a matter of the deepeſt 
eoncern. If you competently value the in- 
— of your immortal ſouls, if you have 
formed any due eſtimation of the treaſures of 
3 you can in no ſhape diſregard it. 
It is a friend, who will adminiſter relief in 
the ſeaſon of neceſſity: and inſtead of buffet- 
ing with us, where the conflict would only 
yield toil, anguiſh, and diſappointment; it 
will enable us to bear pain and ſurmount dif- 
ficulty. It is an ally to ſecure us from dan- 
ger: it is a monitor, which will alarm us at 
the firſt approach of ill. Our Saviour com- 
A : : mands, 
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mands, and he tesches us how: to pray. I 
need not, remind you, brethten, of the pro- 
Priety ef, demeanor, which the 1occafion 
demands; ſuffice it to obſerve. it is an 
 iotercourſe, with God.— And thanks be to 
Jod for the privilege he grants us: may he 
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| W bo can tell how "oft he offindeth 2 0 chanſe 
5908 me OE 1 Ju Janes : 


ths are few e in ſcrip- 
L ture hiſtory, which have occaſioned 
more e el remarks and wanton indecen- 
cies, than the character of David. This has 
principally ariſen from the pert familiarity, 
with which diſbelieyers inveſtigate; and the 
: conſummate illiberality, with which they 
decide on the operations of Providence. 

Feeling a ſhort - ſighted intereſt in detracting | 


from the authority of ſacred writ, they ſearch | 


only for objections; and warp every circum- 
Hance unfav ourable to their . till they 
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bring it to a coincidence With their. own 


principles. Uawilling 0 admit, what they 
require in their own. caſes, they never dwell 


on the tendency of events; they forbear to 
- inveſtigate the principles of a tranſaQtion ; ; 
they refuſe to eſtimate the aggregate, whereby 
God has condeſcended to inſtruct our race. 


Notwithſtanding this highly diſtinguiſhed 


character is marked by peculiarities very pro- 


per to be urged to our imitation, ſtill he was 
certainly not deſtitute of faults—no, nor was 
he exempt from crimes. It i is a melancholy 
portrait of human nature; wherein at beſt 
virtue will conſiſt in its preponderance over 
its too ſeducing oppoſite. : But although we 
diſcover ſuch dark ſhades in a character ſo 
eminently favoured ; no one, Who contem- 


plates the ſum of his conduct, will preſume 


to cenſure the marks of honour and appro- 
bation, whereby he is diſtinguiſhed. Though 
highly tons in the ſervice of God, we 


never trace in him a reliance on his own | 
Krength, or a preſumption on the divine fa- 


vour ; no intimations of his ſuperior purity: 
nothing, in ſhort, but a jealouſy of himſelf, 


a quick apptehenſion of his ſinfulneſs, a ſenſe 
of his weaknefs, and conſequent. humility, 


_ Grief 
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Grief and bitter. tears follow cloſe on his 
tranſgreſſion: : on his reſolves, amendment 
and: an improvement | in the knowledge of 
God's laws. This his prevailing diſpoſition” 
is evidently to be traced from the 1 7875 " 
| fore . 

He declares be great 1 of God as ma- 
nifeſt in the works of his creation. He thence 
N paſſes. forward to celebrate the great perfec- 5 
tion of his revealed law, and the natural ef- 
fect, which its beneficence muſt have upon 
the heart of man. But this neceſſarily leads 
him to conſider and lament the ſad reverſe of 
: man' s conduct. Notwithſtanding that / them 


we are taught, and that in keeping of them 


there is great reward; ſtill he adds, Who 
can tell how oft he offendeth? and immediately 
er the pious and fervent ejaculation, 
O cleanſe thou me from my ſecret faults. 
The Pſalmiſt had, as we have noticed, Bis 
Faults :—he was a man. And for thoſe he 
experienced, in an eminent degree, the chaſ- 
tening hand of God. Such muſt, and ever 
| ſhould be the ex pectation of the finner. With 
him it had its effect. Before I was trouble 
* went wrong, but NW do 1 A" law. F 
5 2 Plaim xix. Ys . 


8 +. by * „„ * PI 4 þ K „ 
: 8 !!... f ⅛—důuCiAn!nnnn.n.. e RRR 2 e * 9 22 R 
2 7 e e W r ˙ eo ted. N R ö \ n en * 4 
q COR - 2 4 Are UE RE ̃ ob) ĩͤ .,... EE Ee RATES e 2ͤͤͤ — TY ls gs R 
8 As. ASH? a a * ISIS WL r E . 2 o * „ 
5 8 1 RX : 5 * Bo * r L 8 NN e 5 15 c 2 8 
7 3 by 93 „ i AA ge AF 17 Bay . A Sy A 


212 int. 

a — abn. 
| ficiently c n udu E But in this paſſage he 
laments his ſinfulneſs on another quarter: he 
mentions the difficulty of knowing when, and 


how oft be under and prays to be cleanſed 
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ſpect to his frailties and tranſgreſſions, is on 
a level with the generality of our race; ſo in 


regard to the happy uſes he made of his chaſ- 


tiſement and experience, he affords an exam - 
ple, unto which we may very profitably give 


heed. As he laments the uſurpations of fin, 


ve may thence deduce a falutary Wan nnd 
when he ſpecifies one deſcription, charged 


with a erk er a W it _ - full 
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from. ſomewhat in their e e 5 
man's inadvertency, ſcarce liable to common 
obſervation. If any ſuch really exiſt, it is 
evidently needful that we endeavour. to con- 


vince ourſelves of them: for we muſt not ſup- 


luſion, we are conſequently exempt from dan- 


ger. As well may the weary and bh 


| traveller, who Purſues the glimmering of che | 


diſtant meteor, in hopes of ſecuring fafety and 
repoſe, be imagined in ſecurity, whilſt igno- 
rant of the precipice. before him; becauſe h 
immediate knowledge of the danger 
avert his ſteps. But the ene inary 
perſonage, who- lamented the dominion: of 
theſe ins, is our aut ority alſo for adding, 


dar God bar /et-our miſleb before bim, and 


our ſecret fins in the light of his countenante*«. 


As to the nature of theſe; ſins, i it 18 obvious 


: ere they gannot imply groſs offences; at leaſt 


not ſuch as are 8 a ing and oſtenſible. We 1 | 
are ſuch, as reput- 
ner a will Goabvenes i — and 4 


5 e that they 
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an accurate inveſiigntica to qheir: conduct. 

0 delineate their nature with preciſion, we 

"0p ee eee eee under three a 
I. SINS OF IGNORANCE. - 2 


228. Sixs or n e r . 


3. Srxs oF Hani. 
pov very few words may iin the Amber 
of each; and med us to > determine on our 
1. ao Wil relpecd to an OF, Wenne ners, 


«a —_ 2 be doubted, whether any amongſt | 


this plea in extenuation of their | 
vices: — Pendel immoralities. The diſ- 

tinction between good and evil appears to be 
_ written. on our hearts, even by the hand of 
nature, in characters 16 legible; that the « con- 
ſcience of an heathen might be adequate to 
the detection of an offence. To the Chriſ- 
tian the revealed law of God is fo plain and 
unequivocal, that he need ſeek no interpreter, 
but in his own unbiaſſed underſtar ding. Rut 
many cannot read this law: and they may 
* ſurely plead ignorance in extenuation of their 


. guilt. But even here I muſt rejoin, that 
in a chriſtian land, where univerſal cuſtom and 
an happy eſtabliſhment reminds every one of 

the neceſſity of aſſembling in the houſe of 


God; 


* 4 4 


Cod, tb eher. and to- Kate his" word, . 
reprobate has no ſhade! of | an” excuſe, al- 
ee We 1 4857 „ in che re, 
treme. LA, 4 

In our caſes thirfine fins of i ignorance 2 


center at another point: and they will com- 
bine principally with matters of faith. When 1 
we confider how extenſively Chriſtianity | is 

now eſtabliſhed ; and how univerſally its te | 
nets are preſumed to be underſtood; ſtill hour 


it is ſeparated into diverſe and jarring ſets ; 


when further we reflect with what warmth 
and animoſity roligious controverſy has been 
captied on; to what actual crimes it has given 


riſeg and again, what groſs preſumptions moſt 


ſects Have entertained in their own fayour, to 
the uttet excluſidn of all others: when, I ſay, 


-we' refle&t on theſe circumſtances, we can but 
"infer that i large portion of Chriſtendom, al⸗ 


though, as we hope and truſt, right in the 


F eſſentials, ſtill in F, lamentably in er- 
13 As the object is great and intereſting, 


and as it has been variouſly purſued by men 


who have ſeverally adorned the parties they 


eſpouſed ; we muſt ſuppoſe: that truth has 
been the univerſal object; ; that ſincerity Wo: © 


: youu the general guide. Still One] igno- 
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nearer, to the common ſtandard. ;- Hi 1 


os 


ä 


range and frailty haye gertainly;oncalianed er- 
ror; or we ſhould have generally approached: 
ace, then 
we trace a very prevailing g.courſe, of ſins of 
Ignorance : : ſuch as, in their operation, may | 
very properly be claſſed under the Pfalmiſt 8 
deſcription of ſecret fins. We truſt, as a fin- 
cere love of truth bas been our guide, that 
in our religious opinions we have deduced the 
genuine ſpirit. of the Goſpel: but on this 
ſubj ect, we would not ſo Th diſparage the 
pious labours of other Chriſtians, nor o much 
preſume on. the ſuperior efficacy of our own; 


45 to deny the neceſſity of praying, in the 
words. of. the Phalmiſt, for aid, to: avoid, and 


mercy to extenuate, any ſins, e our 185 
norance may have occaſioned. 


"on Sixs, OF Omats810N refer more imme- 


5 h to practice. It is not ſofficient for the 


Ch riſtian, „that he abſtain from all. appearance 
of. coils þ i muſt, alſo bold. fa aft. that: which 10 
good}. Fe] He muſt be active in. the. accompliſh- 
ment of the general duties of his race, as 
well as of thoſe, which are particularly at- | 


tached to that line of. life, unto which. it bas 


pies God to call him. The general duties 


* x Tbeſſ. v. 22, 21. . 


Y »* 
1 4 5 1 5 
* 


| o. Kere Sine, i a7, 
= of wan, which. for the, moſt. part are thoſe . 


+8 S * 


reſor 


d by the natural relationſhips, .can- 


ap | 


not be neglecded without manifeſt and. groſs 7 
injuty. 8 But it is notorious, if we conſider 
well the uſyal courſes of our ſpecies, that 
every nan might effect more, than what he 
| commonly accompliſhes; I and further, that 
mavifeſt Profit would give efficacy to his ex- 
ertions. A parent, for inſtance, abftaining, | 
15 himſelf 5 from « all evil, gives 1 no warrant to his 


offspring to. purſue iniquity on the e ſtrengt th 


PE, 


of 1 
would be; has his exam! ple, according to his 


ability, been conf{picuoully good! D That higher 
range was incumbent on him; and if he took 


not that direction, be has doubtleſs, em. | 


guilty of a n % l omiſſion. | 


; Similar obſervations may | be =o to all 


he : gradations in civil. ſociety. The noble, 


1 — affluen t. thoſe who are diſtin guiſhed by / 
office c or ability, are. all entruſted with talents, 
by no means deſtined. to 'gratify their own, 


private views; but to empower them to bez 


come ſerviceable to the community. On 
rank ſociety has the important claim of con- 


ſpicuous example; ; on riches, to. foſter ge- 


nius, to reward merit, and to wipe away the 5 


2 "4.4 2 * 


$$ öÜ ͤ tear 8 


| example.” But the equitable demand 
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rear of aliation and . 1 
qually rigid for affiſtance in mot 
| conducting the common cauſe.” In our W 1 
cbnſtitution our laws are framed by an united 
effort of theſe aQuating principles. Here per- 
ſons, "thus endowed, evidently labour to their | 
own; and to univerſal profit. But if they 
themſelves in practice (not by actual and open 
violation, but by a ſenſeleſs inattention and 
| diſregard). enervate theſe laws—are they guilt- 
leſs? They become charged with a fin of 
omiſſion peculiar to their ſphere; le lameptable, 
as it is ruinous and great. The fa me in 
degree we may obſerve in ae rank and un- 
der every circumftance of life. And, believe 
me, theſe ſentiments are not to be placed to 
the gloomy imagination and partial judgment 
of the pręacher on another's caſe. We fully 
entertain the ſame opinion on our own. As 
our duties are the moſt weighty, and, when 
their object i is fully conſidered, the moſt in- 
tereſting; we readily allow, as we muſt af- 
ſuredly-believe, that the guilt of neglect in 
our caſes will prove infinitely more impious; * 
and that our /ins of omiſſion will be productive, 
as they are ſtrictl deſerving, of cenſure mote 
abundant, of puniſhment many tumes more fe- 
8 85 S. 


Fete s ü herefbre el) deoutaitnl ar 
the Sth, acts not up to the juſt pro- 
priety of conduct, which his ſtation not only | 
ends, but admits of; failing to accompliſh. | 
all the good, which his abilities enable him to 
effect, 1s guilty of ſo. many /ns of om Non. 
And theſe again we place under the deno- 
e of fecret ſons. a 15 
3. The third claſs I mentioned uni il r the 
Aline pf HABTTUAL Sixs: and on theſe 
I may obſerye generally, that as they are the. 
ot dangerous, ſo, it is much to be appre- 
hended, that they are alſo the moſt frequent. 
But i it will be proper here again to notice, that 
under this diſtinction, we mean not thoſe 
grofs offences, which men babitually perpe- | 
rate againſt their on welfare and that of 
ſociety at large: theſe will not by any means 
- range themſelves under that claſs of feeret 
fins, which may be termed habitual. We read 
in the plaitieſt terms, and whoſo readeth muſt | 
underſtand, that neither, formicators, or 22 


. tors, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor. abuſers 


of themſelves. with 'mankind; nor thieves, nor 
rovetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor- 
Koners, Halli mberit the kingdom 9 1 . With 


5 1 i 
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 


5 N 9 


AN 


ee nocdeluſion 


| Na cannot enjoy. he i paving of cling 
them, among his, Kere et . a 4 5 ak © AT 30.43, 
. Somewhat. ; t ! . | 
: which lies more xemate.. No om man, ſubject 
to the judgment. of his fellow creatures, and 
man, amenable to the tribunal of his Maker, 
ſtands i in a very different predicament. Hu- 
man laws can puniſh thoſe offences only, 
which are abſolutely, or in their iſſue, inju- 
rious to ſociety. But God, obo. 5 the 
very hearts and reins *, who:  noweth *, and 
Judgeth the ſecrets, of men d, will wer his 
- ſcrutiny even to the actuating ſpirit of a man. 
And here we are to look ſor thoſe ſeeret fins, 
which, for diſtinction, we term babitual. Here 
lurks the principle: of the An, which. doth fo 
eafth ly. beſet. Ws! < here we may diſcover the 
numerous offspring of Luſt, Envy, Malice, 
and Revenge; ſmothered indeed before they 
come into action, for fear of detection, if not 
of puniſhment; but ſtill contaminating and 
pollutin 8. the ſources, whence they had their 
origin. Hence too may be traced the ſpirit 
4 him vii. 9. wg Ibid. hiv, 21. 3 


; Heb. Xi. „ 


om. ü. 16, 


of 


IP „ 
> * 2 3 2 2 4 — 


of the lying an Wenne tongue, of the 
ccerirful Land applet heart. Hence are 


to be deduced the ſprings of thoſe inequali- 5 


ties of temper and diſpoſition, which ſo com. 
monly infringe on ſocial and domeſtic happi- 
neſo; and hence alfo that ſovereign remedy | 
in our own caſes, whereby we can reconcile 
our conduct with reſpect to others, although 
it palpably militates againſt our Savibur -s 
golden rule that all things whatſoever we 
world that men ſhould do to us, e "ſhould do 
even jo ro them hence in a word, we might 
deduce an infinity of evils, which are allowed 
to ſully many reputable characters, who take 
ſhelter in the mean ape gy, that ſuch is the 
force of habit, and the peculiarity: of their 
manners & Te aw oft e e 
*\ Under one or other of theſe Giftinetons we 
may comprehend, whatever is implied by the 
Pfalriſt 's geherdl terin of cre? fut. To 
have thus curfbrily notited them will fuffler 


to ſhew the frict propriety of his vbſervari fi, 3 


imho cum tri bot off be-offendeth'?'" The ft 
| : nee vn WHICH RANG 3 fi b- 


hos 4 


7 : , 3 | 3 R 1 | ; | ; 1 
3 TEES, 5 # 8 1 dan. mY the 1 5 Ry | 
2 Aa * 8 x" F ; 5 i 


in his a we way þ 5 . ed f to 
their dominion and effect. , e e 
® And having offered thus a; in Micha 
tion of their nature, I would put the queſtion 
home to every individual heart, Who can tell 
| bow oft be offendeth ?- The queſtion muſt be 
put, if we deal honeſtly by ourſelves. And 
as an argument for giving preſent heed to it, 
I may add, that it will infallibly obtrude it- 
elf, when we ſhall wiſh, although. we may- 
not have it in our ad to return Aa favour- 
able anſwer. ,, + 78 
And who can tell bow oft bo . Gad — 
ue ſay that we have no ſin, „doe decerve | bur 
ſebves, and the truth is not in uu. We may 
rationally hope that ſome will be able to re- 
join with a ſafe conſcience, that they feel not 
the preſſure of any groſs and enormous ſins: 
though probably 1 the number even of theſe 3 
will not be large. But who can ſay that he 
bas not frequen ly rendered unto God, an 
impure, broken, mutilated ſervice ? How 
many, from their ſupineneſs, and inattention 
to things ſpiritual and to the revealed word of 
God, take doctrines upon truſt 5 and are * | 


5 ehe i. 8 


3% fret Shar. 
Kimmel ignorant and unconcerned, het 
they may be in the true faith? And again, 
ho numerous are thoſe, who, from an ec- 
centric love of ſingularity, countenance ſtrange 
| doctrines, without reflecting on their ten- 
dency, or ſearching for their authority in 
ſeripture? How is it poſſible for theſe; to tell 
how, oft they may offend, For if their opinions 
are right, they are indebted more to chance 
han to any merit of thein . .. 
With reſpect to our moral and ſocial = fl 
bo: bg 1s that individual among us, who can 7 
lay his hand upon his heart, and ſay, . I have 
5 fulfilled my duty in all things, I have omit- 
5 ted nothing 1 may venture to ſay, that 
8 exiſts not. If any be ſo preſumptuous; 
let him only, ſeriouſly reflect on what he has 
performed within the laſt few. hours. He will 
certainly diſeover, that if he had been more 
fully, i intent, on... the accompliſhment, of duty, 
opportunity and power were not wanting to 
have enabled him to fulfil it more extenſively. 
How. then; shall I put the Game queſtion o 
thoſe, ho think only on themſelves? Hemm 
can qe el bow oft ye gend But we mean 
4 dee offend.” — Alas! the anſwer is too 
hacknied to h lon nger Reis. A & the 


£% 2 


* 6 47 refs Fr 8 
The npro et bee. corn — Jil 
el bier pottion, with the vg key, 


and chus the Chriſtian,” who ſuppreſs is 
7 Swers"of being uſefhl, . chance en 


wks! exerted theirs for” the” accomplihit then | 
A 5 
And Ally; who can Keel bimſelf fo. pure, | 
as to determine how often. he offends inad- 
vertently, through the tyranny of habit? 'Of. 
all things difficult for man to comprehend, 


4 7 


there is perhaps none, Which! more foils him, 
than the intricacy of his own heart. 


fx Fs, th 1 


one's ſelf has ever paſſed current, as well among 
heathen as with chriſtian philoſophers, for : 
the firſt ingredient, if not for the Fam im of 


wiſdom.” Our prevailing blindnels © ON 25 


nnn 
quarter ſhould be a motive with us for con- 


ſtant and' moſt active exertions. To know. 
our failings i is certainly the firſt ſep towards 8 
amendment: and accordingly. the firſt — 2 
with a Chriſtian ſhould be, to know bow 
acts as a man. In our reaſon we poſſeſs 2 = 
guide of ineſtimable value: : be it our care to N 
e it the general principle of our conduct. 
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aflures us. . have all ſin Reds adds in the | 
fame breath, that if pe confeſs qur fro 

: is faithſul ul and” juſt to forgive us our fins, 92 
5 cleanſe us from all unrighteoufneſ *. . 
uniſon with this ſpirit is the Pſalmiſt's 2 

6 cleanſe thou me from my fecret fault. We 


Lang doubt, but that with a God, whoſs 
» ' Pſalm xix. 13, I) v 1 John i i. 9. | 
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traced. wniity :as altqgther provadent'; "inal 
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much as he was conſcious'of Poſſeſſi ing mitid 
ted by boundleſs deſite ; whereas" bis 


powers.of retaining what he had Aufzug 
acquired akogether beyond his/compmund:” " 
Feeling theſe powers" for enjoyment, and 
inability: to ſecure” them, 
the tame principles ef nature, chehgkk va 
ricufly diſplayed, dictated both to he füvnge 
and eee probability 
_ of a ſuture ſtate. Each was however rude; 
even groſs in his e mer tions“ Still wes 
nature. The ſavage; when he ee his 
parent on his friend to hie primeval” 
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ward, ee our. heavenly: Pathet nb 

Euter in our own, to cbem that lobe and 
ſerve bim faithfully. Thus welrmay be eng- 
bled cheerfully: to ſubmit to the inconv 
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fa tranſitory ſtate ;; ſor not onhy d 
we know. that one more permanent air 
un Hagen we deere foly informed 29:49. 
attain every advantage. 0 We 
1y pointed, out to us; wefha 
ſhſtance proffered to us, if we 4 alk in fich 
fully z und from the revelations, which it 
hath pleaſed G to vouchſafe v of himſe 
db mis deslinge wich our Face, We maß be. 
„that, he dis at once uit ul, and. 

able. 4a perform alls that in his gracious fron 
zfes; he has igiven.ys room: ben tef- ue. a 
Hat ill. with al [theſe., ms nifeſt ay 
PM TY m greatly to-Gurpaſs;zþ 
corel; heat alen in our ame touching gut, 
ture er iſtence. Aud the true cat n hi 
cs t EEE e ames l. 12. „ Thet'y 
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Sans Fans 2 our own. «a. Prom 
ourſelves we may paſs to our neighbours, 
our relatives, our contemporaries. In a 
word, if we look through nature in our- 
ſelves, in others, and in the ſcene, which 
eyery, where excites our attention; through- 
a, We ſhall find our obſeryations, . 


. 2 


„ 


doubtleſs 3 to porn us 3 our 
real ſtate ; to excite wholſome reflections and 
| effective. exertions; that we may attain an 
cure. i From this general catalogye therefore, 
which combines to aſſure man of his periſh- 
able ſtate, we may do well to direct our at- 
tention. to certain particulars, which, being 
of ſuperior intereſt to the individual, may 
likewiſe more forcibly impreſs on bins, * 
neceſſity of ſerious refleQion. © _ 
From, that diſtinguiſhing, capaci 's which 
| .God has vouchſafed to man, in che inter- 
ch ge of thought through ha. medium of 
ſpeech, it is obviouſſy determined, that he is 
a being deſtined for ſocial life. And accerd- 
ingly ſociety conſtitutes his chief ſource of 
e. But, if * ; extend not our 
thoughts 


? 
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thoughts beyond the! prefent world, (Where 
 death;- and: other accidents are , continually 
breaking our ſpcial connexions,)! it forms alſo 
the bittereſt ſource of our miſery. This load 
of evil i is done away by the light of revelation, 
and man is firmly reinſtated in the poſſeſſion 


of his happineſs. But ſtill a part of the ſting 
remains. Any. ſeparation in a finite ſtate 
may amount to a real evil. It is however an 
evil, which admits of palliatives; it is 2 
wound, which may be healed; it is a forrow, 
Which brings with it its own conſolation : 
faith and affection may be mutually aſſiſting ; 
and what the one inſpires, che other is com- 
petent to ſecure. 
As theſe are anon; ah; ma 
3 neceſſarily obtrude themſelves, | 
is at leaſt an alleviation that we may deduce 
improvement from them. And the improve» 
ment is of the beſt kind: on the authority 
of the wiſe man we may obſerve that it ori- 
ginates in the. heart, the ſource either of 
good or vicious Principles ?. ?, Barely to wit 
neſs. nature in decay; in one inſtance to ke 
wan tottering beneath accumulated. years, in 
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and miſerably ſhaken by premature decay; 


or again to notice the fair bloſſom, nipt by 
the chilling blaſt of diſeaſe ere it is full blown; 
the infant ſtricken with the pangs of age: 
theſe all are circumſtan es, which, as they 
prove the miſeries of our race, and the un- 
certainty of life, tend alſo to rouſe i in us the 
principles of ſocial duty, and perfutſively 
whiſper, that we boaſt not ourſelves of to- 
Morrow, inaſmuch as xe know not what a day 
ws bring forth $.1605 00 worm e nen 

But if from any which” are ated ity 
as ordinary occurrences! ee paßs on to view 


them under the impreſſien of more intimate 


connexions, how infinitely is che perſuaſive | 
increaſed;' how: exquiſitely the memento is 
enlivened ! And this-18 the Bias under Which 
we may with greater profit extend our obſers 
Fare ert of bn man 10 t vir 
We have frequently ode lion to netice in 
familiar Hife, under one humble roof, the aſ- 
ſemblage of ſeveral? generations. * Heré in 
harmonious tranquility they live wy _ I 
epitome of the -world at. large. As nature 

decays,” here again it revives: the abe is 

85 89291 {poiſed but the ene * 
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life is is here alſo ſenſibly experienced. Here 
nature ſpeaks in eloquent perſuaſion, When 
age is ſpared, and death ſeizes: upon: the in- 

fant victim, we may well i imagine how great 
the chaſm | in the ſociety! But when: the; 

ſturdy. prop of the community, the faithful | 
inſtance. of filial duty and of parental care, 
when he is ſwept off in the vigour. of his: 
days WhO will ſay that the race is to the 
fwift, or the battle to the Arong ? Alas here 
preſumption is ſelf- convicted, ſelf-condemn- 
ed; and with the widowed mourner is con- 
ſtrained to lift its eyes above this tranſitory 
ſcene; and in humble ſubmiſſion and calm | 
reliance to utter only, Lord. ! thy-will be done! 
And on the other hand, though. natute bet⸗ 
ter accommodates itſelf to our feelings, con- 
ceive the anguiſh on the ſeceſſion of the pa- 
triarchal chief of the ſociety. Nature had 
long proclaimed the intended blow; Still for 
a ſeaſon ſorrow will have ſway: FT ſomewhat | 

is every where wanting. The vacant place 
in the domeſtic circle, where garrulous old 


age ſat in ſweet compoſure, and with tales of 


former conſequence, / amuſed the liſtening ; 
tribe of infantine admirers—that, place now. 
yacated, conſtitu tes a gloomy ſphere, which 
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| unenlightened dicta ictates of mit 


by ſcenes Hike theſe;” benificetitly 
from che 30% on tünzent Kate, 8 


| © tran e e EL Iz 


to reflection Nn ab lu 
died upothegins of philoſophy, ben al flis 
Ry; TE 

rather it is the Lord af al dane, w 


9 


us to emulate thoſe, "which he pr 
one m re permanent. 

But it is not ſolely: from 
chat but Heavenly f rent reaches us lefſons of 
ion. We may trace Kimilar pre- 


cepts in che ordinary coutſe of nature. 


and night fucceeding each other; ſeaſons pe- 
riodically revolving; and even the bed 
appearance of all things, varying with each 
inſtants feet all, a8 it were, deſtined to pre- 
ſent 4 faithful it f 110 Gur race of che pro- 


greſs of time; to induce us 70 redeem in; in 


a word, Jt number an de ht ie ey g. : 


It is obſeryable of theſe vevilh tion U the 
ſea ns, that they conſtitute a natural diviſion 
of mel a divifon, which; from the regu- 


2 of the * 2h ove e 


to 


to our attention even by the ie Aut, 
un conſtituted this order in the Werks of 
bis creation. The vert, the aggregate of 


our race; by which we meaſure, 'nay more, 
by which the inſſ pired word of God aſcertains 
the duration of our exiſtence. Moreover the 
year is further impreffive to an additional ef 
fe; even from the juſt emblem, which it 
preſents, of human life. Infancy, youth, | 
manhood and old age, are all faithfully and 
| emphatically pourtrayed in the revolving ſea- 
| Tons of the year: ſo much ſo, that without 
preſumption we may add, the parallel i is edi- 
fying and inſtructive. But it is ſtill further 
preceptive. At the ſame time that from 
Hence we deduce the fleeting, petithabts na- 
ture of our temporal exiſtence; as hence we 
are aſſured that life paſſeth away as a ſhatlow, 


-and concludes as 4 rale; hence likewiſe our = 


hope may be enlivened to look for reviviſ- | 
cente” after death, when to endleſs ages we 
may poſſeſs and enjoy the dleflings of a per- 
Re Exiſtehce, © 

| Having thus approached the hose, ydu 
may pathbly anticipate the intended applica- 
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eee eee eee 
at this, inſtant we are entering ec me 
Var., Lhe: book of fate is happ I cleſed 
8ainſt,us. ..Could we; look into ita we might 
Probably diſcover, that to ſome. of, us we Were 
en tering. on very eventful period. The 
Es x vbich is h re aſſembledb is far 
=D sing the ſame as that, Which I ad- 
elch the correſponding period of the 

aſt gear. With, Pain I call your remem- 
— to "the. - ſubje&:, but in pariqus in- 
Aare the Chill hand of death bas miſerably 
ſmitfen, our commupity. Our former ob- 
ſervations are here gxcmplivied,.. can trace, 
in more . than one ſtance, chaſm; in our 
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ſocial, communion, \ which, at the; ame. tim 


that it leaves on our hearts an impreſſion of 
forrow,,. ſhould tend, alſo to the-melioration 
of Sundives. . > coding u Bile 8 47 
In theſe. events, we bare ſeen that Death 
28 ng. reſpecter of; xerfons:: we had indiſ- 
oy gonviction that the race was, nat to the 
Swift, nar the, We He 7 0 be firong 6 equally 
has the, tyrant aſſailed, the manſion; of the 
rich man and the 1 of the poor; in a 
Words hereby v We are Preſented with, a, ſolemn 
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eniag 3 an ;admonition-to /ie dit fire 200 
e meth redeeming the. time 11 N 22 
hebe essen he e 
ringe rhe alt, year ar, ho will venture to. fely 
on his pw n praſpect of ſurviving that, whict 
we have: now com | ve ſeen 
inftances-of:; thoſe in (every: Age: 5 life, fome 
ſuddeply, others through are again 


ch amongſt us 


maturely ſwept off. And 
feels; chimſelf ſo ſtrong, he's is endued with 
ſuch bold ſpirits, ſuch aſpiring. hope, # as to 
. that he Hall, not be the buſhy who 


8 


per 4 amongſt ui us: let him 95 his AM an 
let hirn put a guard on his preſumptuousheart; 
let him offer up the humble ſupplication, 0 
ſpare ne a little. left: before he can recover 
from his deceitful delirium, he be Jurprized 
by, the alarming ſummons, Te fool, . 
7 5 hall thy foul berrequired of thee . IT 
„Bae it then our care to profit e 
rience. 8 F rom the eiteumſtances, which. 1 
have noticed; it evidently" appears, that our 
heavenly. Father doth, inceſſantly teach: us to 


number a n 215 although, in ſome i in- 
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le Epheſ. v. 15; 16. 1 hal Kixix. 13. i „Lake 
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yet we ſhall —— to allow, that kind 
* the Tithe which chrbenetht 11 


— : 
— — — — — — ä — een — —— 
— . — — — — 


YI ITT WET TT 
it may 


by acts of . 


(harſh, bitter, tormenting in its firſt opera- 
non) chere have been inſtances; where the 
hand of the murderer has been artefted, the 
profligate courſes of the reveller diverted to 
a better channel; aye, and even à Hvely faith 
has been infuſed into the breaſt of the pro- 


ſeſſed inßdel. Confider man only ks à pil- 


grim here; attend bim to his own permanent 
abode hereafter; and let reafon pronbunde, 
whethet the rod of chaſtifement was not that 


of mercy, whether the inflictions of Provi- 
| Yenee tte not the beſt tokens of Kkis love! 


Hence then let us deduce the balm to heal 


all out forrows. But we muſt alſo adopt the 


precept hereby inculcated. We can hope for 
amendment only from 4 conviction of our 


paſt errors. Let us then, before we enter on 


The new year, engage in a fetroſpect of the 
paſt. If we apply earneſtly to this purpoſe, 


| it cannot fail redounding to our 9 


Hence 


eee — we: 
TS edinvinced, where circtimt | 

Rte. And feeling —— 
cumſtance, How little we can depend on S 
preſent exiſtence, we may be rouſed to com- 
preſs all our efforts toward the main end of 
our being; we may be induced to work while 

it it day; inaſmuch as we ſhall be convinced, 

that the night cometh when no man can work?. 
| We collect then from all : conſiderations, 
that We: bring. our years to an end as it were a ; 
tale that is told. With us this is no ſubject 

of lamentation. We may rely on the beſt 
authority in our purſuit of a more permanent 
ſtate of exiſtence. As we are made fully 
acquainted with the value of the promiſe, 
let us preſs toward the mark, for the prize of 
the high: calling of God in Cbriſt Feſus *—By 
im let us-offer the ſacrifice! of praiſe to God 
continually, ' that is _ Wes of: aur hips, grumg 
1 zo. wa name e en in nen 
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inſt the chriſtian, religion in its fir. * 
it is no leſs current among its ad- 


zes 1 — embraced the faith, or ad- 
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5. hereon ſo large an edifice 


ſufficient juds 


».4 : CE : 
h, been ſince. ereQed,, , Have, any of the gu- 


the. Phariſees. believed, on him '? was 


A 4.44 + 


cir own. queſtion. to certain officers; whom. 


they had, commiſſioned to bring Chriſt, before 
them ; Who were nevertheleſs. conſtrained. to 
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270 The Te nme if Auris. 
5 : If we may rely on the authority of the 
- Evangeliſt, we are furniſhed with a ready an- 
ſwer to- this objeftigo. - Neyer eleſs, 
St. John, „ among the' chief rulers % many be- 

lieved on bim, but becanſe\of the Phari/ 
Aid not confeſs him, leſt they  fhoul 
of the ſynagogue * : and moreover he ſu bjoins 
the principle of their condu&; for they loved 
the praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God!. 

It is not however to be denied. that on ge- 
neral principles, the objection has conſiderable 
weight: inaſmuch | as à certain deference is 
always to be paid to ſufficient opinion, where 
truths are to be eſtabliſhed on evidence, dog- 
tines on circumſtantial proofs. It will be 
material therefore to aſcertain, that the ob- 
jection was unfounded ; ; conttary to what the 
chief prieſts and Phariſees, © tauntingly' and 
conſcious of their own power, ventured to 
aſſert. And although we trace not many of 
their order boldly ſtanding forward in the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, yet when we know their 
character we comprehend their reaſon; they 
loved the praiſe of men more than the' praiſe of 
God. And for this unfitneſs in their diſpoſi- 
tions, and in ſevere puniſhment thereof, it 


LO John. xii. 42. 4 Ib. ver. 43-7 
| doubtleſs 


Gebckeg » was. « ardain ed | 
: men after i the | fle ſh, nat many mighty, nat many. 
nable were called — But God hath. choſen the, 
fooliſh things of the world to confaund the,"0ife u 
and God hath. choſen. the weak things, of, the 
| rl to confound the things,ubich are mighty; —, 
and baſe things of the world, aud things 2ahich, 
gre deſpiſed hath God choſen, yea, and things. 
which 4e a, to. ring. to. N # 17 . 
are . 
But 3 to the 1 0 has 
been ſtated, we might inſtance. to the con- 
7, from what i is recorded of certain per- 
| ſons of emipence among che Jews, As for 
inſtance, of Mirodenms, 4 Phariſee, a ruler. of 
the Fews.*, a maſter. of Iſrael", vho cen ta 
Felus by night *, ag we Learn for Ra 
by. the Evangeliſt to. bare Ham a diſt 
Jolle, but fecretly. far. fear of. the. "ahi 95 
| himſelf 4 counſellor ', (either a member. of 5 
the ſan LE or one in high office. under 
government, anjen. : 
a 5 ts the counſel and deed. 17 them 8 a 


N Cor. 1. 28, 27, . John i ili. * . wy" Ibid. 
wei.” 5 Pe Ii. ver. 15 . Ja xix. Le * Like 
8 
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Zrigdomn of t War OL: Ons 
„When fu the Jews. had Attained 
* Sa | . n of the r iniquity, burſt 
9 fortli from the tim cimidity, -under which he had 3 
i. hitheito*UWncealed his principles, "and boldly 
* | begged" the body of Fejus*, that he might! do 
8 due honour: to his departed Ir Theſe are 
men well ſpoken of in the main, although 
their conduct is not perh aps une xcepttonable 
in all particulars. But this ſeems evident ; 0 
that they were merr me in High offt ce amo 
Jews, ald "that thy zgnted 10 che proc, 
whereon' Chriſt Hid claim to the charatt * 
and office of the 'Meffiah. - But of this w ve. 
have Ale another proof; and tha, it 
eee 4 in all its SO 
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15 a gere geale tet take Aeirh- ef Chiti his 
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n , having previduſſy fu omg: 
a Vs Toles 8 B. 3E. . 1 Jb. 18 52. To rk 
Porcius Feſtus ſucceeded Felix 4 in the government of 


Judza about A. D. 60. 7 And it appears from the narra- 
tive that Paul was brought before Nn een on 


his arrival! in the province. 
8 „„ things 
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two > hear, unjuſuy 6 
cauſe was by him left for the eee 
of Feſtus, his ſueceſſor in office. It was 
at this eee that the A poſtle was allowed 
to plea cauſe;or rather to elucidate the 
ES a his religion, before Agrippa, 
tributary king of Chalcis,: (a perſon of 'emi- 
DRAG, bath in the Jewiſh polity and in the 
Nomar ration): his fiſter, Bernice, and 
FY Se of Jews and Romans. Here 
the Apoſtle, with his ufual fervour aſſerting 
the truth and expounding the principles of 
Chriſtianity, extorts even from his judge ſuch 
ä an involuntary deciſion, as muſt remain to the 
| lateſt ages concluſive i in ſavour of his doc- 
trines; ſufficient in behalf of Ae s ents, 
whereon they were eſtabliſned. Tothe pri- 
| po dr See, rana mne 1 
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what may be obſerved the FE in 
: loving heads: confider: ing 55 10 EY: 


th | re 2 The. Sager ad. FR wp 2 


— — - -_ 
—_—_— — — 
—_— > 2 — — 


— 
. — 


in the preſent inſtance, 


That we may de enabled: to trage All the 
importance of the ſubject, I would; fate 


fl 


TB Ix | 70 4 Y AF TS, pr (3: 1895157 # 


1 F:+7; LU k 
5 Agrippa. ' It B 51 N 175 rf 
adh. The, cones; 5 the 5 0 -plead- 
ing, as en theredo;: FEST IH 
Illy. The reſultt 7 1285 ö thefd 

2 Mrs I hall lar the e eatbn why Agrip- 
pa s conviction. might not be perſecteti 
in obedience: which will lead me tb 


=p | 2 * conclude with a Pre application 0! 


1 to our geg Caſes, l DTTR- ITO 
373 10555 "> 7 nth: TOTS: 2H” beine 


(a Ou. 8 his may con- 
ſtitute the competency of a judge, we may 
remark generally, that they will confiſt of 


ä integrity. impartiality, a ſound judgment; and 
an accurate knowledge of thoſe laws, whereon 
A determination is 0 * formed. - :1-Now:'to 


apply, theſa to the char 


of Agr ippa, (who 
ſo, is to be eonſidered as the judgey lietle as 
we know :of his general hiſtory; We muſt 


pr incipally infer from ſomo: — . in 
Jul 4 2 5 8 | 75 the 


e incie r elbe u I thy, K Wet be 

ef Kind, om G dacherie) or a pk 

Ertan that he dip ed ni inch 
of Wiſderm 2 1 


e to axert | that fatal þ 13 
ended over Kis devote 
5 it 10 be that i it was' 0 t very 
| cifetiinſtances. in his character, 5 foe we are 
indebted for this fin ular audience and lead- 
ing of, the Apoſtle. . Feſtus! finds hint {elf i in 
_ this. dilemma, He has a priſoner; to end unte 
 Anguſiys, concerting whom he is at a los 
to gu what cranes are laid. againſt him *, 
\Theoghaader,of Agrippa, for ſound judg- 
ment, 906; knowledge: of the- Juice k law, af 


1 are Wherefors 45 . trough hin Yorth befare 

i yon, and, eſpecially before ther, O Ting Agr 

bat after xomination'bal, F engt b. De oe 
7 har 20 20726 7. words whic! x certainly. im- 

piyia confidence ih his judgndent and abllity. 

mp eek and other qualificatiotis'ws may 

| . e ef 


| been Do Bl Jad. Lib. 1 3 


a . 27. WE 1 Ibid. ver. 26. | ER 
_ V 


: " rouching "all the thi bings, ere, T ant has of | 


es Fir Se 


_the Jews *. Thus he commences His ora- 
"tion: and the knguage implies generally con- 
Bd dence in the principles of his judge. But 


as he proceeds, he avows' the cauſe 22 his 


958 15 "I 


| his acquaintance. and conv iction, that 
| 1 offeſſed all thoſe” qualifications,” which 
; conftitute the ſufficiency of a judge; ""eſpe- 
cia Becauſe I "know thee to be expert 11 4% 
bee and gueflions, which are aeg "the 
5 ebe ; abe, ele T befeech ; tber 70 hear ' pa- 
: tiently "1 be bog "If at any qualification,” Which 1 Have 
above 8 as requiſite f in a Judge, cannot 
"be in 1 inferred 14 from theſe words, i it is His inte- 
SErity a aud i impartial ity 25 er 18 a fervor" in 
Abe 4 Apoſlle's Kin, © whic ich might" allo us 
115 128 elt this oint: but it will be unne- - 
"However r need | ul thoſe qualities may 

a to Nene 00 [uf judge; Aue abſence 
of them would baer heighten the convic- 


72 KH 1 A the“ 0 af before "us, the Evo whereof 


N 1811 4} AQUIOt $ nn 
15,4 favourabl e ſentence, extorted i in Hef face 
„ IIPD. x: 
| 525 Prejudice. 185 x 337 4 2133 | £34 5 11 1 f? bn q M1 e 3 85 


mod 28 „H i Haifa i 3 


A 


TH 37 BY, 155 „ ol 5 


| . Acts xxvi. A * 1697 Wa. er. 3. ich 
FE 


1 3 . was himſelf aJew; | 
8. are OR Jews, of the family of He- 
and filled the office of keeper of the tem- 
ple, and dof the holy treaſure 1 He was more- 
Mer gt this period of that age, when ambi- 
tion takes! the higheſt range, and when bag 
5 mak holds a forcible ſway upon the well cul= 
.  tiyated mind. 1 Now "whoſoever is in the 4 
leaſt acquainted with the Jewiſh, cuſtoms, 
With the mode of Jewiſh education ; and par- 
ticularly, whoever, recollects the great; and 
mportant queſtions ; ;. the very intereſting ex- 
pectations, which for ſome time had agitated 


the. Jewiſh, nation, and indeed the 8 ae | 


large 3. cannot entertain a doubt of. Agr ippa's 
competent knowledge of thoſe laws, Pro- : 
miſes and expectations, whereon, he was now 
called to demonſtrate his integrity by an im- 
partial determination. But as a Judge i in this 
| ings cauſe he. poſſeſſed a further emi- 


ent advantage. Agrippa had lived within 


8. «folds de Antiq. Nude i r. ih ia 
Agrippa at this period could not RPM exe 1 d 1 
Foe age of thirty-ſour. According to Joſephus be was | 
” Teventeen years old "when his father died ( Antiq. lib. xix. 
9. $1 which happened i in the fourth year of Claudius, about 


the forty-third year of the. chriſtian æra. rx Was: dan | 
8 about the year pens. | ty 


— 


457 n: N 
the Rehe Pray add nüt 
welF&qUanted with all the ihibrdftingy er 
camnftancer;" Whercon the'prefeat imps 

_ diſeufflon fe ptineigaliy Ydpehded!" "Moloney 
we may well fappole fröftr Hs CU ande 
ff wean as king; aft defecnddnt ef Vingst 
| Fog chat all the paſſed events Hack reuſe 
his attention ; as they had been Githfutty'r wes 
Ated tö hi. How indeed caH We! ſuppofe 
Jes, Wheh we recolle@ chat tlie eier rubver 
Wal ec diene! big aaameg tHe mathe! and 


It invalidate this cies liek; kat th rer 
val GREE dür Lord's deccaſs had been tb long 
to Have encourage this jealoufy s for we 
Thould rerfiember, that the ſobftanes! ob the 
| -16culh 2 5 4 inſt" t . 1 1 N 
Jus, ian the Jews Kid ns tad; Faust 
2 eee, e e 1115. 
wy 5 Hg wü Nen the Sande cy of 
e judge; we tidy Pals" on to erathihe the 
e of the Apoſtle, às it was adapted to 
the dircumſtances eee ed. In the few 
inf RANGES bf. Se. Pat BY „bleh e tema 


osa of mankind, and wah a ac re 
| n hd „ Adis 5x Lv | . ths 4 aid ate 


%..+ 
OY 
5. . 


-nfure at- 
eg f 305 ee : Tn ah wi fin- 
ſtanee he begins his ſpeech by what we might 

moſt notice as a piece of flattery. He ex- 
refs! his ſatisfäction at his reaſonable pro- 
ſpect of ſucceſs, in now: pleading. before ſo 
good a judge: : and when we conſider the ſuf⸗ : 
ftoiency of his cauſe, "together with, the 18 
norant and prejudiced tribunals, before which 
he had hitherto been ſummoned; ſuch a ſtep 
$$ no impeachment. of his integrity. His 
rords are not ſhallow and unmeaning terms: 

they allow the competency, of the judge, and 
thereon he is contented to reſt his cauſe, - , | 
Excl Pieading before a Jew, and in part befoge | 
alHſewifh audience, the firſt appeal in his 
ſpeech argues a boldneſs and a reliance on a 
good cauſe, which cballen ges the minuteſt 
attention. My manner of ti ife from my youth, 
ONE was at the firſt among mine own mation at 
falem; know all the Fews ; which ; knew 

kf from the beginning} (if, they would tehtify) 
thut after the moſt ftrattejt Ft of our religion, 
1 livedin Phariſee,— And now I fland and am 
udge i fo tt hope: of the. promiſe made of God 
fathers or unte lich prom. our 
twelve hes  mftan tly fe ha God day and 
T4 Orr 


Saks lobe to cone: for obich. Nane s Jake, king 

 Agrippa, I an accuſed of tbe Fews-?; e 
the Jews, equally as to Feſtus and Agtippa, 
he relates che miraculous eventbof his con- 


= rendered, himſelf ſo eminent among his oπ] 
brethren; hen he: thaught nvith1 bo 1 fl i hit 
be ought to do many things contrary; to tlie name 
of Feat of Nazareth . Of this circum- 
ſtance, as well as of his ſubſequent. reach - 
ing both to Jews. and Gentiles, he ſpeaks as 
of a matter of public notorie y. on being 
xebuked by the Roman procurator for the 
ſu ppoſed incoherefice of his diſcourſe; - whit 
line of, vindication doth he a opt? He reſts 
. his cauſe on bare aſſertion: he doth not 
ſapport his relation by the teſtimony of for- 
tor or of his preſent aſſociates. But 
;reſts it gn univerſal aſſent. Aye, he even 
A MO manfully, in the face of a prejudiced 
audiencęn to the king himſelf: I am not mad, 
mh nable Feſtus, (but Jhtak fot th. the words af. 
truth, and ſoberneſe For the king knoweth of 
7 cee Kli HN befor, 2. whom 410% U head freely : 
for 1 am, perſuadeid that) nane uf "eſe things 
Acts ui. ey . i der 9. bid. 
wer, 4% „ . K 3 ag n 4 " Fee 


— 


dope 7 in a Goren. As hi at a Is. 5 eee "= 
.qFhe xe FA ining part. of. his. 8 rien 9 
foroible. and at the ſame ti 
ä that ye may not pech. LAPS. . Li .par by ; 
throughout the page of hiſtoty, A pr 94 | 
fane. Having appealec tor his judge for the 
authenticity of a fact, he proceeds to ance | 
Pn tox chin the fundamental proof 
* It,was beer aſt of the Apoſtles 
in all hein arguments with the J ws, - chat 
Jeſus had fulfilled. all; thoſe Predictions of | 
| Moſes: and the prophets, which were genc= 
rally underſtood to characterize the Meſſiah. 
Tauching that very hope the Apoſtle was now 
accuſed of . the; Jews, He therefore boldly 
and pertinentiy applies to his judge; King 
1 Agrippa,, believes thou the \ prophers *- Be- 
t lieyeſt thou the ſufficiency of thoſe reve- 
« lations, avhereon; we ground our expecta- 
„tion of a Meſſiah? Believeſt thou thoſe 
| « leading. features N his character, which 
195 « the prophets have given us, whereby to 
FE. recognize him, when he comes? Such | 
queſtions : are implied, in the words. of St. 5 


Acts xx. 25, 26. +5 Thid. ver. 27. 
s Paul. 


— 


Paul. As a keen Aber as dee, {he 


immediately rejoins: I 4neo: ther: th 

Rr ve 7,—Here' he' reſts his cauſe Hen in 
truth admon ſhes the king merely to ane 
the circumſtances, which he Rnew 


taken place, with” the previous evelz he 0 
the prophets. Here we may ſuppole a ſtub⸗ 
born conflict to have taken place in the akin "Tl 


of Agrippa.” The narrative of St. Paul's dif 


: courſe, which has been tranſmitted td us, : 


would appear to be only a very brief e pitame 
of his argument. In its more dilated drr 
it probably recurred to many èvents, 

have not ſurvived' to the prefent times 7H 
brought every thing to remembrante; it ne- 


vived what ambition and prejudice had ſap+ 


preſſed in the mind of Agrippa; and fer A 


moment it kindled in him that virtuous en- 
thuſiaſm which a butſt af conuiction is fo 
apt to occaſion... He no longer reaſoned- on 
conkingencies. Truth: bare all before him. 
If he heſi tatetl, it probably Was through the 
tyranny: of ſhame! iT, hen: ald Agrippa -unto 
Paul, alinoft (bon Henna me . bein | 
er wet In 2 59 Made Soc ak V1 
e DHIOW.1 51119 2 h 211 10 5 1% 9 


7 Ads XVI. „ bid. ver. 
1 % by 


. EY ie . 
» 5 | go 1 
1 | 3. Such 


rifti- 


important teſtimony to the truth of Cl 
anity's 2 teſtiti | 
books of the New Teſtament, ſtill therein 


related with: fo little apparent deſign of ens 


forcing what we would extract from it, that 


| rn juſtly be termed ſingularly concluſive: 5 


It is not the confeſſion of a friend 2 it 18 
| is the laboured argument of one, who was 


indifferent or-who wiſhed well to tlie cauſe: it 


is not the profeſſion of an individual, who could 
practice it with impunity: far leſs the ſubtle 


contlufion. of a man, who might Be 'bene- 


fitted by the eſtabliſhment of the new faith. 
But it is the involuntary teſtimony of a pro- 
feſſed and intereſted adverſary, extorted from 
him by a maſterly appeal to fundamental 
prots Ms rpm —_— when:no means of 


whoſe one it 50 deb, . ebe Q WE 
-—naking Bimſel, eqtal' with G A king 


among the Jews; who from his immediate 
lineage and deſcent, might ſhudtler at any 
innovator in the throne of David a tribu- 
tary king, whoſe ſubmiſſive language in the 


preſence o of the e governor would pages | 


3 Fs Mart. i IX. N 9 Fas * v. 18. 


e leſs 


3. Such 15 che n FN it is'a moſt 


mony, though! drawn from the 


loſs « av 8 mn 2 Pe l Wl K 

king ſpeaketh againſt. C e the man, I fay,.. 
who united all theſe charactoriſtics, and Who 
was actuated, as we may very fairly. nee 
by e all theſe. concomitants, 1s. conſt; rained . to 
allow to the accuſed Apoſtle, Ain / thou þ err 
ſfuadeſt me to be a. Cbribian: to the 7555 5 : 


tative of Cæſar himſelf he admits, 74: is man 


might | have been ſet. 4. llbercy. i. he bg 4d, 7 
appraled unto Ceſar * Sabo ts eee Sian. 


EY Fs There i is ſtill an, important , 2s 10 
ther to . diſcuſſed. BU 9 9 8 S CC 


altogether fuch as. be. Was 7 Did he. ; \bra rage 
the faith? We muſt. infer, that, he did not. 
Let us then enquire what reaſons might ; in- 
fluence his conduct; we may thence. c collect 
ſome. intereſting leſſons to regulate our ] n 
Mie have not many data, whereon to eſta- 
blich our reaſoning. on this part of our ſub- 
ject; but ſuch as preſent. themſelves, - though N 
not founded 0 on ſeripture authority, are f. 5 ſuffi- 
ciently.. ſtrong. to,lead. us t fafe conclaſio Ns. 
1 he incident. by Which che character of | 


2) * John. xix. 12. to) a As xxvi. 32. 10 . Ibid; 
ver. 29. | „ 


1 : 


e > molt co 


orn. by 4 part of AK and Fates: | 
b ebftheniön: which however ſanctioned by 
Besthen manners, ill accorded with the prin- 
0 ples either of Judaiſm or of Chriſtianity #. 
We may recollect what was the effect of a 
remonſtrance on a ſimilar ſubject from John 
Baptiſt againſt an anceſtor of Agrippa, Herod 
Antipas; no leſs than impriſonment and foul 
murder. The principles, which in one in- 
france could lead to ſuch crimes, in another 
may fairly be conſtrued as inducements to re- 
Jeck a rehgien, which immediately tended to 
tlie annihilation of ſuch vices. Agrippa like 
Fel, miglit emble, hin Paul reuſoneil o 


Exbttol fibre rherance and & judgment ro r komes: 4 
but ike Felix, -and'imany' other weak'finners, 
E15 n 1 eil * Wei 41:8 5 145 Os 


ae 1 Joſeph. de Autig- Jud. eee Bug: 
ja <,—deinde adamas;notiflimus, et Berenices 
15 5 In Sigito, ces ae hune degit olim 5 135 
' © Barbarus ince dedit hu nc 'Agrippa ſorori, 1 
1% ObfeVant audi feta tnero'pede ſabbata regel, | 
ee ade cis clementia porcis 4. 
2. ei ee D. Jun. MET = Sat. vi. 155. 


high + of. 1 


* Ads xxiv. 25. Fi "SL 0 HE 


+ +. 4 ” * 
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N might 


Seat as to led Gion, 5 
preſentigratificatian in aregnęe nee 
Other reaſons there are, which may be af- 
ſigned for tluis conduct of Agrippa, Arias 
chieſly from the perplexed iſtate of his 
Poral affairs. He was, as we-hav 
der the A influence, king ates. 2 
of. Paleſtine. | He poſſoſſed moreover luera- 
tive appoint nents under) 5. erwin 
aſtical polity . Wen w' reflect on the tur- 
eee eee ee eee ee 
the times, we: may trace ſufficient reaſons ſor 
his endeavours to keep well with bis on 
countrymen on the one hand, fand un the 
chen with the Roman power sas tlie emer⸗ 
gency might require. This, indeed we kom 
ps 5 been the caſe. We are further aſ- 
ſured, that although a king among the Jews, 
and by birth and religion a Jew, policy: in- 
duced him in the laſt great crifis, of his affairs, 
to ao the Roman Emperor 4 17 Sores en 


8 4 90 PH an f1-<b1 emotive, 
Ph * Joſeph. de Jud. ana ib. xx. I ; 15 i Js 7 
7 Joſeph. de Bello Jud: lib. ii. 19. 5 5 „„ 
„ Comitabantur viginti ſociæ cohortes, og AWE ER 
6. .alz: Aimul: Agrippa, Sohemuſque reges, et auxilia 
5 regis. Antiochi, validaque et ſokto inter accolas odio 
ac jntenſa Judzis Kan 3 manu,” C. Corn. Taciti 
| ſe. 25 v. | | „ 


t fie": And as we are in- 

mporar authority, his ad- 
| pace with his ſubmiſ- 
| gon? — have ſufficient authority to 
pronounce of him. And is it not ſufficient 
to che w independent of the political conſi- 
derations, which might ariſe from the queſ- 
tion) / that his heart was little prepared to em- 
bmace the meek ſyſtem of the Goſpel; or to 
ſupport the character of an aſſertor of truth, 
when: general. aſſent had not reconciled the 
innovation dae too loved and courted the 
praßſe nf im more tbum the praiſe of God. 
Notwithſtanding: his conviction, he denied 
then truth; he purſued a paltry periſhable 
kingdom, when: one more permanent ſolicited 
95 his attention: and he met his rewards" On 
1 $505: 8 N e DET ET 5 
Wn. jo ph. de Bello Jud. lib. iv. 24. 

* Photius 'the Pabel in 1 155 Fedde ES DIES 
relateb theſe words büt 3 Juſtus of Tiberias, who was 
contemporary with Joſephus? . Juſtus' begins his hiſtory 
with Moſes, and ends it not till the death of Agrippa, 


« the ſeventh (ruler) in the family of Herod, and the 


& [aſt king of the Jews : who took the f government un- | 
der Claudius: had" it augmerted ufder Nero ;, and 


ſtill more au ed by 1 He died in-the 
«<; third year of T evi. Diſſertation of Chriſtop 


Cellarius, &c. F. Xxx. ae 


ever oof — to 
have fybfaded;.unte, infigpificansyaybiabiem- 
——— —— 
exempliſ situ Suvinat's) pagtbleaatfuthe good 

Fed. ſrum aa qr thotny which Auogrewing up 
is ch dev gras: glb Ie band the : 
; deceitfulngs 'ofy trabes, and — other 

. — — — 1 

| | 


Diem wü kh ahiat2) 5 ibefebroand car 
f . 7 
lar nhſti cle may m cXittothſerorar! ; . 


it took plack, th&:condudto&f Aigrippabmauſt 

ever be reptobated as Baſi Ivontibtatrame. 
And by a very natural inhferned id ili 47 | 
nerally repreſent-to thoſe, who i in rank; abi 


5 x Mark iv. 19. 1 | 
ell N | = ly, 


| e Jt in that greet ful 
8 ey a 


nameth 30 name . 2 | ye purer 5 
vor from iniquity*;"is gebt uf ze agnes H. 


ructod in ene Bolpel/" and te Rave been 
taught v follow Chriſt even from our earlieſt 
days? Will this avaik us without a . 


2 120 


5 He. i * 3. 1 8 2 Tim. fl. ö 


% 


290. te 2 E 
ance with his laws? Believ © ente who 
tell you: ſo. „HF the Apoſile thought it necd- 
kuba hie own age g propoſe the ee 

bail we gfcage Seen kae l- 
arion 5. waplg ihe haxg Rd, -v8leſs; for- 


cibly in the — ti 
To dew ere; e- ft * 


2 into. the hingdam of boqves' 
2 — the en Miki Our: arg 


N „ 


2 I SANS 


| baſis a reaſon. It has ficient ap xeared 

- reſtified their aſſent to the . and events, 
whemos: yr — was diced is al- 

done away in one ſpicugus 

Ed. ened by circumſtances the moſt - -con- 

vineing, by concomitants the moſt 

I ſhall —.— 9 ah, if Kar e 


» Row, ii. 1 : | 0M Mart. vii 213. 


„„ 2 7 © . — . 
x 7 _ ve 
W if # 


6 ; 


EE 291 
| have been nde e Gus brealts EY it to 
take its der bell a N llt it to blaze 
forth -Tiſto Ah Wtefidinent ef Hife Say not 
almoſf NEIN * 5 en — Z 
3 — HP Us hat" e approach 
* ales Wel art Kjolhed to 
enter pooh itt Wut we fuſt be 
Chae liege . „ N e 
ee mizhzs, v4 bagigrftao) 918 
Wed r Nd W ee 
4 wo * War WY INJ dd Sd Nv 
TITS w de | 
. nod von 2d 18fl . Aw: 
9 noed over yam gaidiomo) 1602 bog 
: ſt no dict to 1nomaildgfts ods ex 
48 yitnoioffict ed II am 10 mY 
\., 4n9DAut on 18 ue tl: 1 
bas 220019 od3 03 1950s 112d baftifts 
_ Esdtildsfits ew winsiftind 2 no91-0 
5 .notsbagot 10 a3utiftsb 12211 
1 eLQUAIQINOY ↄn ni YES 5n9b 11 0%. 
om ot egonsftmenia yd. honovil, 
is Hom 22 ein õ¾ẽ vd Ani 5 
3 alt mit U bbs yiau 91015454 ales 
A 10 vl Ian | 


"Vs 8 E Re 


682 12 4 ri 2338 8578 100. i Bol sd 54:11 
| 5Suld 019% wells br 2 {hr 300 Mamma ar a3Þ mY 1 | 
Tor yea ” ol wh 209 Algerie fig ES £170 


x * 0 & J We” yh 


Rain d bn 20115 80 * 71 Mie s 5177 
07 > gg gy om pvc e 8 
50 Nora n * ef. 5 Of," v8 phy | 


32 8 8 7 * Pp 4+ 5 2 gk 5 a; * * 
inne n 
8 7 g 


DV. it gad AIUMAC 1 | 


wth ö e ies X And 8d R War 
Wann e il: ee ee &. Ger 
2 SU n 1 5 pm I RES No deed 


4 


eee a ni&tno9 Dee" geAH 
20 Swot 2dr finisgs 19 8 e boO 10 
M .ovgllot es 2ew 11 to Slg off? bas : il 
© ind Ae N e Did bos indgoH we = 
en wr: X bo) 10 92ngtongq od ni 1 
& e Nd VNN wor VX W 
bas N V r en ee VNV 
iRO iq to 20 Idtemed? Nom od yd 2h 
B eee toll ee ad Woiqcni os. - 
an ils bogd zo of O As” 


. 5 ry + - 
£ 7 # * WI: | . * 
* * 4 £ * 8 g „ 
* * — * a 


--— - -- e- 


<< 


9 LE > 42 5.» 
i 
2 
1 * "= 
* 
* 
* £ * „ 5 1 
wall r #F "hee. 4 
5 » - Po 
1 IF #> 24's FLEXI l 
I 
p . 2 
8 4 3 * 3 9 
: 1 F 7s 
oc * x i 5 
L + 
, er 0 NN 
*& of Ky [ou . ot 8 1 
t * 
3 ** $ E # => 2. 
* 2 
F 
* 1 5 
9 1 * T 2 : 8 
4 4 3h 725 
: vet * 


= Sx 2 5 "ig 4's 


1 1 


& ͤ „ 


* 

"4x i. « Y * * W's 
S 54 +: 
a . 


* 


„ 


204 On the Parental Charge, 

ing their tranſgreſſion, acknowledging all the 
heinouſneſs U theft ere, aud even gently = 
reproving 1 | 


e 


from his Ln oi; 7¹ fi A off have | 
| maintain,” of $4 E Before 
Cad, NAVAL man 1 . 


Such N 98 - 


Lo 


rr Wera) Farb del 
vn Welle > fufflgene Ke V WiF it 
n 5 


1 It 


bi TY ove ih: 
bd 44 * RY 

; e 5 7 a 
7 b 


. 41 


TH 5 "As : 
I FYK 8 © 4 
N 5 1 
gy 8 | 2 
2 


7 


welt gnerea e Wee your 


44 


* 
— 


your 


of Geng, Wh dealing i. 15 


ſpirit of — Vice, ee cee im- 


7 "i many. of th ee 
2 = 


aue ene penn abel Net; 
forms dcp g pe fai hen davgr- 
rous, Feger Ghent, If howeyes re wald 
Wal * 8x24 and alu gsf improvement, 
WELD age ORF SUR, nt, dne, 
eee ABST ignis * 5 
1 Sagfinf. gar ele 0 Suti addon 
15 15 5 8 „We mu warzure 39 
EAT ng — Feipuſt. Exitivate;and proce . 
f <a. dhauldyptine, 
> 1 8 the cilngegenew- 
— A hehave,us tg Shgyr withatb- 
uy : 955 


OE: iaſtit into be 
FOR other, to Nr ns ney 
the delu 11 1 guys al | . 


fince it is, 4 un 


Gd Nein 


bas over. been 80 0 oy, moſt abe ; 


er 2 


On ths Parental Changed _— 
the: moſt ' forcible that human nature TOY 

perience. A love of .one's offspring is a paſ- c 
fon: the Hd Gr robe tlie human 
TGS Freger eee d 


Etinck. 925 1 Ek W. ray trace a 3 
dominanes f Hafentaf love; that love was 
exertill uhtler M lt biab thenikeforward' it 
| becamb camity to his offspring; here it became 
a orliife de Age“ likewiſe Ede Tevere. the - 
PUrINEt 1g Nick (t* provoked} Y- 2: my 255 
AArchssabebdl uſtſal üg Lola the zaßmt _ 
mind tWHE Blank Ftablet, U whfch we may 
inſdribe 30liak eee WE plole- ve ' However | 
habkineytd THE RifitodeZ ve a 


—_— OY 115 60 


tablet HIT ag ct IN 

adapted feceide che chiftneterb of © 
| finge Sur tif BI? dEFBEGet a marked 
om aq ig Soriftin 1 . of D 
fach 2 L b8 (fl Hats Heu. a u 
- Marcovcr n "ek ve ns us, 
maps e ma ig, Hence 
| wo-dibig<iiniaitincnt advaniige. Bur if de 
„„ Mas. 1. - 
| got LEED =, | = _ 


mauch:is (6040; poorer: b | 10 
human tnind hto eee eee 
how injurious /thb;condu@10f::thef> ,, 
ho preſont:a, contrary? tee, 


if>to; a αuεẽẽ age · le Bal ap lo Sint, 
Gith the wie wen, dee aten 


ſyſtem in religion 2 5 

quainted withothe 1exiſtenes.af.a God oh 

a age zi Can any be;tag Then Gught the 
e eee paying 


ferende abet weren wies ant % A wall 


any cold.rreafoher projend te Gb, ebhat the 
liſping prayarioforhe infant Jupplimaggsgs,m- 
acceptable ta Get 1 
theſd duties; omitted i parents ti} 
to the great inf their Onan Nhaurs, 
perhaps. tohein utter giſcorragement, that a A. 
powerful adverſary hatrhesn more te. n. 
implanting the ſeeds pft W E e and vice? 
Henes andesd thentak; bagomesmorgam- 

: Ck Me f--we,confider; the! 
Age of — — 
education 3 We | may-take 3 e F 

1 2. Prov. xxii, 6. : | 

d n | | 5 courſe, - 


J „ 


Tarems Charge. 4 299 i 
eee eee ay 


DH hüten lift we are, inithe dulleſt 
ente lf Hhevrdrdrohgersy wie die fin- 
aden b prerzeut vuftom ; Hleſtitute > 
of FAR). Wird 0 judge und:of Er- 
ene Wel then fiutt be 2 
Rat, Dag chat welt be 
ebenes that westen pre- 
K dn 6 lw le biss 0s che -enſtanbof 
| 294 V6 ighbranttharviceand-im- 
Hittalin / weft ifrequently preſert them A 
ſich; ts dd erckerypen, whureonHooeſa- 
bir büß fütuss rendht hr Ahl furcher who, 
that('haz”beflowed Hou Da; thel ſupfert 


of rg io NHS Noth tat uff adp ef 


39 5 


bye aint, dh rd Vion, Gotta do hom 


| e e a ad 8 


fs 92:2 00 PP Rd lbs | 
*O; EIT 997“ gone 1 5289) v 1 %% 
4 . 


the mouthsfof very young childre 


treaties veblath 
however be, fuppoſed, that bbctufo he kürt 


| that it is un wife, anch utterly at vat ia 


1 3 Fg 5 On the Parental Charge. 


123 0 


how often may we Hear "ach ah) g ag * 45 5 
726 WAI 
8 pol ible at cheir tender years Ge? - 
Let Ae 4 


is not primarily eügaged i in chete faut Mes 5 : 


of impiety / that conſequently then tendency 


is hartolefau We ate tpp well jet 


the intellects of man art p ropreflive ; adhd that 


what to- day was but the offspring of Wriſeleſs 


imitation;willto-mbrrow ſtalk ir a more de. 
termine. form byrihe affi ſtance bf mature 


obfervation, b Haft then ariſetty USAA 


motive ch vigilance. on the part of W 
nat Mr vigilange only; but for-ch 


ppi caadpet alſo. "m7 - aud x no. 


A parent is but zen freques uch 


| partiality W another ju ju ſthy 8 


fault; ; hercheriſhes as The, d dLinkneTenſes* 
2s the © foreramnersl bereden, dne, 
dangergus.an Hufen! Lorig inffuntes' = 
how Friming},aypakneſs! * That Iüqt natural: 
peed! not heiner ele It is one mere 
fore i it muſt be -pronounce < "of ſuch condueh, 0 
riance with 
every ſound principle en. For if, as. 


1 
a ä e 
* . 7 


bs] 
f 


— 


N x baren 
* may be 858 Ds 


pt - nat: ee 
e Se 7 


then 6 5 
mity:5thati ies hp 1 oy he n- 

anch ben nch pers) Ur eng ate 9 5 = | 
Si 10 eie 15 ſgroachinent 5 


* 
n 


o Pro ro. xxii. 3, "kg 71 15 » e xxii. 1 = 


ied fetter, 7, & OR eh 
keen. wo 262 Ie To 8 wy 


* A 


An hens 


3 * 
U FS 
* * 


ee bees paß ar "pa 


85 ES JIA "el Sir! Re? dcr . Ng 


param inſtruction 


— — viegwiing 
Planaſtirdt l unden re 1 


it thys-pannts 4urn,conſpi thes 
ratere 
offspring, What hopes, : hat — 


28 


if 
! 
.. 
0 
1 
j 
AY 
* 


<* 
4 ES FLY \ 


„ CAR Rt et, 1 RUE. 64 * 12 1 
© 5 1 


4 
aar, 


8 


* 
% 


ature, . 


"wh 
j 6 
7 
1 
'> 
* * 
1 5 
— 
y 4 F 2 * . of : 
. : * * 8 FE ö : © « _ 
, BE gr * . Nen . ö We 
2 dat 28 * . } * * 80 1 
- — * 0g. * „ wy R. þ 8. , = 
. if N 8 . 5 1 * N 4 * 
— —— , 1 * 
* 
- * 
— * | 
as 
* 
- 
3 f * \ * Wi 
. 4 4 
SD? N 3 
1 * 
; 
1 3 
* y * . 
k * 2 * % 
— « 5 . 
. \ 


ne Met 1c Gen upper from dive ben 
Tolemn vo, that when children, from the 
Wees or Er ue. the ETD or their: Pa- 


ate ow? 4 indifpenſibe | 
onfor to aſſume, in ſuch a de- 
ps as —— admit, the parental 
offioe: and as this is evidently their yy the N 
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t not however the extent of the oblige 
eien Giſſbade from fo benevolent an under- 
taking. At the fame time let not the office 
be aſſu med, as a mere act of civility, as tri- 
-vial and unimportant; * neither let any con- 
ceive that, che baptiſmal remony ending, 
their duty and concern is finiſhed alſo. They 
are ſureties : if, from circumſtances, they ate 
Popper 10 perform eee of the . 
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5 is tao commonly neglected, and from a a con- 2 
vickion that the omiſſion is of a verylerious ten- 
dency. The extreme profligacy of many pa- 
rents has been noticed as an obvious cauſe of 
the neglected culture of their offspring. In 
vain can we hope that parental love will be | 
properly directed within ſuch breaſts: : vain 
are our endeavours to impreſs on them any 
juſt ſenſe of duty; fince they will neither 
themſelves derive inſtruction from an attend- 
| ance here, nor at a proper age i introduce, their 
children. I would obſerve therefore that from 
this conſideration, the exertion of the ſpon- | 
ſors becomes requiſite : and its ſalutaty ten= 
dency i 18 obvious; ſince baving aflumed much 
of the obligation of a parent, without expe- 
riencing t the ſway of parental partiality, they 2 
may be enabled with more eaſe to trace the 
evil, and 1 more 580 to tem its Pro- 
greſs. Fas 
- But they muſt fte 1 me to votice 
one ſingular part of their duty, 2 ficietly c ob- 
ligatory, and ſo plainly pointed out, that the 
moſt ſubtle cannot evade it; and that, Which 
at the ſame time tends to facilitate all their 
exertion: "wh They are ſolemnly exhorted to 
| briog t the child, when duely inſtructed, to be 
| ; 1 confirmed 5 
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See by the biſhop. Now the ceremony 
of confirmation, to ſtate briefly as much of 
its nature as concerns the ſponſor, 1 is the act 
of fully accepting and embracing our pro- 
feſſion. As it is the duty of the ſponſors 
to prepare the catechumen for this ceremony, 
ſo it reſts entirely with them to make it the 
term of their obligation. If his faith has been 
eſtabliſhed, and his ratification of the covenant 
Is ſincere, he thenceforward becomes a re- 
ſponſible character. But on the contrary, = 
this duty is omitted, or raſhly and inconſi- 
derately ſolemnized, I ſhould fear I might 
propagate deluſion, if I here proclaimed i im- 
punity to the ſponſors. In a word, this is 
the point to which their labours tend. Hav- 
in g a decided object, the direction of their 
obligation is the more clear; having a fixed 
termination, their zeal may be prompted 8 
an effectual diſcharge of duty. And if they 

are themſelves ſenſible of the weight of the 
obligition, they certainly will not forego the 
opportunity, which enables them to ſhake off 
the yoke of reſponſibility. 8 

LI have above ſtated the obligation on pa- 
rents, rigidly to fulfil the duties incumbent 


on them; : 1 have Lare. ſomewhat. 
| _ harſhly | 
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barſhly perhaps, on their neglect: but the 
heinouſneſs c of the offence requires a ſtimulus 
to the diſcharge of duty. 1 would now en- 
deavour to perſuade from different motives : 
for indeed if parents would conſider, if they 
would notice the progreſs s of their fellow- 
creatures, they would trace nothing but per- 
ſuaſive pleaſure in the accompliſhment of 
their duty; ; in the neglect of it, nothing but 
| torment, anguiſh, and wretchedneſs.. 
A 01 viſe ſon, faith Solomon, maketh a glad 
father: where by wiſdom he means, a know- 
ledge of God, and an habitual practice of re- 
ligion. A father, in the ordihary courſe of 
human events, expects to quit the buſy ſcene 
of life, perchance while his ſon 1 Is but new 
therein; at all events, while he is ſtill in tlie 
vigour of his days: and his greateſt joys will 
"conſiſt in his anticipated ideas of fururity. | 
* heſe, 1 need not obſerve, will (as i is com- 
mon with mere creatures of the mind) tale 
an exaggerated turn: and accordingly his 
hopes or fears will center probably | in ex- 
tremes; theſe will prove the meaſures of bis 
happineſs or of his miſery. Conceive how | 
mild the advance of that aweful period, when 
on z his death- bed a parent en the 
8 1 Ng e re 
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progreſs: of his child: when, he can anche 
his conduct, and, at the moment of his de- 
parture, conſoles bimſelf with the idea, that 
before long they ſhall again meet in a ſtate of 
much ſuperior felicity, never more to part. 
The caſe we can eaſily i imagine. And: what 
parent, who| but for a moment has ex perienced 
san oppoſite impreſſion, would not cheerfully 

; ,Felipquith wealth, honour, gaiety, every. tran- 
ſttory joy, to experience this one comfort, 


this greateſt Joy of life? No more then let 


me urge it as a duty: let me pr { you to be 
true to your on enjoyments; let me per- 
. fuade | you to labour i in purſuit of that happi- 
nels, which cannot fail you; let me engage 
vo to lay up for yourſelves treaſures i in heaven, 
Where, neither moth nor ruft doth corrupt, and 
(where thieves do not briak through nor ea! 
Tha reverſe of the picture is not equally 
engsgin g· 8 would here cloſe the re preſen- 
tation. But the perſuaſion would be 3 income 
plete; and it is not a ſubje& on which pal- | 
liatives are admiffible. Perhaps if we would 
aim at ex xpreſſing the ſevereſt agony, which 
can occur in this vale of miſery, we might 
juſtly e it under the pen of an 
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ror. If his mind is ſwayec 
futurity, without being cheered by the hopes 


ually havridied; puts — & 
zuilty —_ his own Py 8 
genee I know not that 
been can — aggravated hor- 
by a belief of 


of religion, we may pronounce abet, he has 


reached the profoundeſt abyſs of 


force, than the ſure power of ſos 


9 5 


with the kind protection of parental gu 


ſery. Heaven grant it may be e 


5 orther than the preſent life! 


- Tcannet/diftniſs the ſubject ichen 
reminding my younger friends of the mei 
z gaging part of duty, which here ſolieits 


their attention. One duty is common both 


to young and old. But ſuch as are ſtill bleſſed. 


ſuch have motives, far ſurpaſſing the cold 1 
dictates of reaſon, to 1 em on to virtue. 
What argument can prompt with rom 


rigours of age, of making a return for every 
care, which our tender years, and youthful 
follies have brought upon the authors of our 
being? This we may effect by ſhewing to 
their tender ſolicitude flattering proſpects of 
X V . "> 
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i 1 their kindred aſhes. In this 
caſe reward awaits you even in the preſent 
generation. It is not for yourſelves alone 
chat you ſecure bappineſa : you offer like wiſe 
a return (the only return which, nature em- 
powers us to make)! to the: price ſtock, 
hence you deduce. your; origin, to which, all 
your gratitude is due. But religion alſo adds 
to the perſuaſion. It utters the voice fre- 
ward. or: puniſnment. All its joys are pro- 
miſed to filial piety; which is but one ſtep 
lower in degtee, from that, which is due to 
the great Author of- the univerſe. Every 
terror likewiſe is in reſerve for the x rodigal | 
and diſobedient. It was not Eli alone, that 
. fuſtained the predicted puniſhment but the 
anguiſh of it accrued from the ex tinction of 
bis guilty offspring. Conſider then the mo- 


tives, which preſent, themſelves, on this-part 


from duty, on that from real pleaſure, to ac- 
cept. the kind office of parental admonition 3 
and thereon to eſtabliſh your practice. Con- 
ſider it, and may it prove the warm incentive. 
to obedience. And if the laſt kind bleſſing 
* a fond: pg: "_ is an _ wor- 


prevail, WY 


thy. your e Ty 3 ur 
this life, may it be accompliſhed 1 in. 
The ſubject, to which L have el ö 
ene on eee deem 
ed important: and its intereſt is manifeſtly i ins. 
creaſed from the ſhameful inegledt and inat- 
tention, by which it is ſo commonly diſtin- 
guiſhed. Although religion may be incom- 
patible with licentiouſneſs and diſſipationn 
although We may chuſe to neglect it now'2 5 
yet we muſt be aſſured that its dictates will 
| that we ſhall be conſtrained 
abide its ſentence. Let me then engage you 
to make it your preſent care. If you are 
convinced that it is armed with future ter- 
ror; endeavour. early to avert it from yrtf 
offspring: they will ſoon, to your comfort 
and their own advantage, diſcover that it 
abounds in preſent” joys. It is no increaſe of 
our toil, which is here exacted. Beſtow;but 
half as much to infuſe the holy ſpirit of chriſ- 
lianity, as is too commonly laviſhed on the frip- 
pery accompliſhments of life: exert but equal 
aſſiduity to make of your children good Chriſ- 
tians as you too frequently employ to make 
them bad men; and you will deſerve well of 
the eee FRIED finking down to 
f a peace- 
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tuous race. Nt A ; Fin TY I 93. v4 11 05 it Ni 5 
It muſt be allo 
times calls nn foreiblyith than — 
for: ſimilar exertions : without them he 
f futurity bears a very lowring af 
Stem then the torrent before it is too late; 
call each wanderer 3 a yo ſenſe of his 
duty; and exert every 
theo riſing generation/1 >ngtiiey in 
ſpheres ;: to a mar 
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a 
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thoſe talents, which are vouchſafed by Pro- 


vidence, and ſhould be matured by education: 
chat in lien of a depraved, licenti 


his genuine character; walking erect 
in the practices of virtue, morality and pa- 
triotiſm; conſtituting in theſe his preſent en- 


joyments, and in religion his future 


tions: for know” ye, and experience will in- 


variably prove it, that ber ways are the ways 
 pleaſantneſs, and that all ber 
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which at that tune divided the attention of 
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Felix was, un lain 

Roman procurator of Judæa. He had 
educated in the pag 
þably attached to one of the leading 
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e caſe i is ſingular : it is indeed the. 
reverſe of that, w 
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2 Ec. the 58 to come. 


the zen world; one poſſibly of the Epicu- 
rean \ ſchool, : what faſhionable folly of his day; 
had Sah imbibed ſtrong prejudices 


againſt the Jewiſh religion: and if the riſing 
ſect: had engaged his: attention, he regarded 


it probably with See or at beſt with he- 
| Gtation and uncertaint ut we learn from 
the ſacred hiſtorian ', that his wife Drufilla 
(a perſon « of eminence in that country, being XL 
of the family of Herod, and ſiſter to that 
Agrippa, before whom Paul ſo ſucceſsfully 
expounded the principles of Chriſtianity) was 
of the Jewiſh perſuaſion. We may therefore 
infer that he was not altogether a novice in 
queſtions relative to theſe points of religious 
controverſy *: and had probably heard many 
ſubjects occaſionally. diſcuſſed; touching that 
revolution in ſpiritual concerns, which ſeemed 
to threaten a wide- ſpreading deſtruction; and 
Which, in that country, where religion was 
eſſentially blended with the political conſti- 
tution, muſt have excited univerſal attention. 
To gain ſome further intelligence on this 
ſubject may be well ſuppoſed one of his mo- 
tives for now ſummoning St. Paul to his tri- 
* . He might leck to be fatisfied even 


0 AQs Xxiv. 24. Sand. Ibid. 1 ver. 22, 


d 685 


WS. 


the t .. 5 
e the very beſt, choc on a acſubjec; 
which occaſioned diſcuſſion throughout every 


rank. Paul, with all the energy of inſpira - 


tion, revealed to him the moſt perfect knows 75 
| ledge of God. ; He ſpake, as we learn, more 
5 immediately to two. points to the proper 
conduct of life —and to the ſtate of man in 
futurity. - And as be reaſoned of righteouſneſs, | 
. ad a ee to come, Feli 
trembled. = 

The FRE of the caſe then. was 8 ; paul : 
: LY now declared a moſt aweful and highly 
| intereſting, truth: a truth. which by his 
perſuaſive eloquence he Was enabled to re- 
preſent in the ſtrongeſt terms; and which he 
enforced from his own immediate ſituation. 
He declared to Felix the certainty of a reſur· 
rection to eternal life and a judgement after 
death; in which caſe the ſame dread appear - 
ance, Which Paul himſelf then wore, laden | 
with chains, pleading at the bar of an unre-⸗ 
lenting judge, might prove the counter art 
of. that, which would become his « own. lot, 
when ſummoned. to the bar of a juſtly. i rrri⸗ | 
tated Deity. .To an heathen, the idea was 
altogether novel: to an heathen of the hi er 
order, there was a leyelling . iple im pplied 
0 FO 1 


xi 1. nch lat Actorded 1 the {ent 7 
F Artiftiar to his mind. The 
bare ſuppoſition of its truth could not there- 
fore fait of being tetrifie ; if he was now con- 
vincrd of its certainty, ior if he dreaded the 
event bf füch a - erutiny, it muſt have filed 
His n 7. mind iti Nee EE cr, oy #3. bs WT OS 
But as to the” i ate individual ca ſes 
of his Rar: T eſe might have been nume- 
3 and great. 1 5 | 


We may gell wm that Felix was 
2 bad man; as well in his private capacity, 


* n * 


48 1 i har" of governor. In the latter he 
doubtleſs was; and"this involved concert 
 iphly mornentous, that the extreme of can: 

ur Will watrant dur inferring "the fine 462 | 
ficiency to a much wider ande In id 
we learn two batt. acts of his in the imme- 
diate execution of hi 8 office.” In the on 


. ald to have ent for Paut the often 
fo have conmined with 8 1 75 
that money ſhould have be 

that be mig 2 WY hin 1 38, ap 
eq in his office, "after : = oo juſt! fly 
1 bim for the f pace of two yeary, Fel 
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tte diſchargeof his Sovernment: and 9 2 


inj ſtice on his quitting the | province; merely 1 
to flattet che views of a powerful faction, and 1 
thereby o — tO a conſequence W 
tion. Such however, as wwe 
ary hiſtorian, was un- 
e inhabitants of C. 
eight of intereſt alone he 
the threatened puniſiment*. F "188 
Now we may very reaſonably infer that the 
man, who o could perpetrate ſuch deeds, ' and 6 
poſe himſelf to ſuch temporal pe» - 
9 right allo i in "reaſon e when 1. „„ 
fe 1 1 - 
en his fear to ave 1 15 ano- | 
her © ſource. Felix, as 1 ha ve ready ob- e 
erved, was an heathen ; of high rank nin 
office under an heathen e and from | 
t has been alre dy noticed of him we ma) 4 1 
1 5 hat he was m6 d blely attached Sh prin= . 
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therefore. -rather to rejoice 1 moi . E 
ther than, tremble to leap for jj; ? 
If all ſuch, as call themſelves. Chriſti ans, 
are truely and fincerely the followers of Chriſt, . 
we muſt allow the ſufficiency of their preten= 
fions :—if all labour ſtrenuouſſy to affert his 
cauſc and to rom te his kingdom; we might 
onounce, yea, bleſſed are they But Who 
will fay this is. the caſe? The experience of 
every individual among us will controvert . 
y hope. that the number of fin-. 
WI $ large : 1,truſt that within 
alls, there are many of that deſerip- 
„Bu if we would preſerve or add to the 
nber, „ we muſt be careful not. to deceive 
danch. 1 feel it my duty to proclaim, 
erſons as acknowledge, ſuch 2s. with | 
thei; lips afſent to, the hws of revelation, and 
| 25 Bp actice deny their influence, cannot be 


AT 


. 3 
7 ſy 
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ceded, in n error = thoſe who lived previous 


eG ſpel ; and they do but fl: — 
Is with a dangerous delufon, if they ſup- 
poſe that no heavier mark of the divine wrath 
awaits them than what might attend. the of- 
; fender under the vain ſyſtems of Paganiſm. 
If we inveſtigate the principle of thoſe 
0 co codes, which * the fruits of human wiſdom, | | 
2 1 3 > „ 


annexed to lms ry d 
— gulited by the a pee ef _ offender im 


at be committed, which is hot pected in 
the ſtatute; the offence cannot meet the ſcru-- 
tiny of che hv. of the infliions. of the ma- 

Ziſtrate. Bot the reverſc of this is 4 1 inra- 
_ riably dee 


emed equitable: bus once pro- 
mulged are over after eſtremed facred. and 
henceforth the ſmalleff 1 infringement. on their 
dictates ſulhedts the offender to -exemplary 
Puniſnwent. Suck then is man's eiten 1 
upon this intereſti. point s and he ſurely 
Cannot deem it an hardſhip; that the God of 
the whole earth, the auntHor of 'Kis-being; his: | 
altnighty pteſtrver, the great Jawgiver, w ho 
deters by g Rey puniſhments, But wlic. 
boths/and: perfuades)by exquiſite promiſes; of 
reward; ffiduid hold to us the ſame kangy iges 
and prochim ſimilar expectations. Such, it 
muſt plainly be declared, is our caſe in the 
telation, wherein we all ſtand to the laws. of 
God. The law i is known- tous: its deciſion is 
in our own power. Its threats are dreadful But 
we need not incur them. — the exquilite na- 
ture of its promiſes werfe our preſent com- 
os Prehenſion 3 
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ſidious eulogium on is tender mercy and oe, | 
affirm that what ge "things he has g 6 
were intended for our enjoyment. Weak rea- 
EE: And Why will ye not alſo” conſider 
t Cod has given you one good thing, 
which it were happy for you would you bring 
into mote frequent uſe? I mean that precious 
reaſon, which forms our chief diſtinction, 


5 


and without a proper uſe of which, man can 


nu — over the lower orders of 


che creation. It is obvious that without tlus 
eee _ prin d not be amenable to any 
Ad as to its aN 1 wo! ert, Unt 


| ny" een ee he becomes eee har- 


— def mel Goods, as wool incur the 
cenſures of religion. Here then nature ut- 
ters the ſame language as revelation: and we 
hall find it invariably true, taking es ben 
_ fideration the ſum of man's exiſter ee,” that if 
we are deſirous of real preſent wlicity, we 


t ſeek it in the paths of . 3 1 | 
eligior will ever * ba-foundiths-fun ſt mode 
improvi ng the gifts of cature; 


: tell 25 rok er degenerate 48991» a mi- 
. Andes ſtate of ſenſeleſs apathy....,, i. 
| But allow me further to prge-t0.your © con- 


of judgement,—Judgement a che die for 2 
future tate a and that ſtate involves ETER- 
ANI. Witheut entering on a diſcuſſion of 
has, arg poi ee of | puniſhments, 
hich at beſt we muſt reaſon very anch i in 
he dark ; as it is a characteriſtic of the Go/pe/ 
that thereby LirE and IMMORTALITY. are 
brought to dight *,; we may ſay that death and 
Judgement open the way. to Eternity. To 
ErRNITV, brethren! How ſhall I impreſs | 
oon your minds the vaſt idea of eee ? 
the preſent moment, wherein I utter, were 
brought into avrazhrivin with che whole a age | 
of the longeſt liver: ſtill the proportion, 
Which that inſtant bears even to protracted 
1 ad ane dene ang What: life: itſelf 


du. experience, t 


F Fm 4 i. 10. 


te the idea. we ee. 


— further) beru- 
—————— We 
are taught (and every diftate of reaſon aſſures 
us of the wifdom of complying) to lay wp in 
Nore for burſelves a good fundatiöm againſt 
the time 19 came, wheteby we ma) be enabled 
to abide this awdfub trial; War wy may luy bold 
or cena 7 40 -Buthow ney weckffect it?— 
ror iting var hes te thurſerviee, and | 
afting':conformably to the 1will:6f Ged. 
Fru but ho furt ĩs this Aim ou pD er? 
| No#tdheovriſsortyn "by allapting the 2prefent 
motnentito this important undertaking : the 
ngmens Ffay} for: that alone ib in 3 
— NO chE have wears far from be- 
wp eertsin;o! AHA herd 18 the llt . ft 35 as 
mucho beyend bur revovery;-as thoſe which 
paſſed befdte we hac ah Ekiſtenbe. e ſum 
bre our prefeiit * taſk © is 


; 4 Tim. vi. 19. 
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{els 9 to egecd ie {0c 
any proportion to the duration of that future 
tate, bears none even to the preſent,” Nom 
what man among us, boaſting of his wiſdom, 
can ſurprize bhi elf in the commiſſion of any 5 
flagitious act, and refrain from trembling? 
What if the ſucceeding moment launch him 
into eternity? Where in that caſe is all the _ 
pride, the gayety, the mirth, the ſelf- ſuffi- : 
ciency of man! Alas! how fallen! How tre- 
mendous the exit of ſuch of our fellow-crea- 
tures . Well indeed might the Apoſtle urge us 
to work out our ſalvation with fear and trem=- 
ling 5; when there is ſo much reaſon to war- 185 
rant our utmoſt care and circumſpection. 
Bee it then our care to familiarize this in- 
0 renelbinny: -ſubje: 
only be effected by framing our conduct n 
the principles of RIGHTEQUSNEsSS and TENM- 
r RRAN SR. The RIGHTEOUSNESS of a 
7 Chriſtian. will principally conſiſt in a ſerious 
1 e wi inary ſolemnities of 
5 religion, and a.conformity with thoſe doctrinal 
_ precepts, which the Goſpel reveals; of faith 
in the validity of Chriſt's death, hope en- 
livened by that principle, and an extenſive 5 


N 1 12. 


| charieh . 


to our minds: and this can | 


an 6 a ſorego· 

ing. ae bene thence we learn to imitate 
the love of God towards man. TMZ 
RANCE on — involv 


to ; tho diftazes leg porches if | 
With us however, who muſt ground our 
hopes of ſeeing God as be is on the principle 
of purifying ourſelves as be is pure, they 
are requiſites indiſpenfibly neceſſary to enable 
us to abide the event of judgement. The 
-perſon, who frames his conduct on this prin- 
ciple; who by conſtant prayer and minute 
attention to the; ſcriptures hath kindled this 
faith and cheering hope within him, fo that 
vours being accepted, and where theſe may 
j nil, of the ſuperior merits of the Saviour be- 
ijng imputed, the perſon, I fay, who has 
thus happily ſecured the iſſues of life, will 
not ſhudder at the approach of judgement: 
bhais days may paſs tranquil and ſerene; and 
15 death, inſtead of cloſing a ſcene, which he 
0 ue with regret, will open "to him freſh, 
AW SY e 2, 3. ee 
n | proſpects 
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On the vr & to come. 331 : 
proſpects of happineſs in its approach: and 
that aweful termination of the" preſent ſcene, 
which is ſo "commonty' anticipated with grief 
and deſpair, will prove im fact the ee We 

5 happinefs and of unbounded jo 
Let me then engage you, brotlireny'te to give 
your preſent attention to theſe objects of im- 
portance: let your thoughts be ſwayed to- 
wards righteouſneſs, and your deeds: paſs in 
conformity to the laws of temperance z- that 
when ye hear of a judgement to come, ye may 
neither experience the terrors of the infidel, 
or what may perhaps prove ſtill more irk- 
ſome; the anticipated horrors of the believing 
profligate : but rather that ye may ſtedfaſtly 
approtich'it as the in reduction to everlaſting 
happineſs ;''whenimttainin ge period of every 
care an®'fortoweye "ſhall fit down at the ria be 
hand of ' Godp in whoſebpteſence bert is ful 
PIE purer fur ren E% ie, 
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334 | Obedience better than Sacrifice. 


way, and ſmote the. hindermeft of thee, even ; 
all that were feeble behind thor; 28885 thou 


— Therefore it ſhall be, — he the Lord thy 
Gad bath: given thee reſt. from all thine enemies 
round. about, in the. land which the Lord wy 
that thou ſhalt n e T 


Tf) „bis 3 1 reg 


_ of'the.Jewiſh- nation. - Ata 8 me in 
terms conciſe, em phatic. and commanding. 
And as it contains the reafon of its having 
eee Amed ener aer on 


— ade eee th Love. 
" rere ene e matte. © 


| fant Foy Beth, . and ſheep, camel and 5 0 
Suach is the order for the execution of the 


poſitive with the decree ĩt 


I, as tokave no room: res ents __ 


e 14 FEY 
Amalckites aue, and ntterly detroyed 4 the 


7 ond of: the- oxen and of the: futlings nag 
the Jambs,- and all that was. Sand. and wan 
= utterly def a tbem : but ; 8 
= was vile and reh, that hey nittenly- 
If we re this reei 
Kanee of the. command, we ſhall colle 

nature of Saul's offence. He had been com- 
\ manded poſitively ; he had fulflled par all 
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of miſe ry; fruitful i in expedients, it will add 
paugs to the tortured. foul, it will breathe 
poiſon into the heart depteſſed with care, it 
will give reality to the phantoms of jealouſy | 
and diſtruſt; it will ag gain tear open the bleed 
ing wound, and add: corroſives to the gan- 
| grehe: —in a werd, i it will realize all that poets 
have imüugined of thoſe Foul fiends, who are 
| defined; to torment the ede in a futur 5 
ſtate :- Mt ot 8905 800030 i ; t | 
21iS8nek i s the offence. Ci its ent on 
man. Marvel not therefore that at the hand 
of the father'of nercies and the God of all com: 
Mit? there ſhould be reſetved ieee 
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| fore of | 8 nature. Is will hom | 


ever be proper to conince ourſelves of the. 
. equity ;of ſuch. edetermination:: But firſtait 
may; not ibe unprofitable to expoſe the Kor 
of tſie offenes: for it is by no means im pra-. 
gez that the unhappy delinquents jo, this 


particular, would be far more mortified. by the. 


preſeut contempt of their fellow - creatures, 
than 1 the raſpe of; Tote ketri- 


bution. 105 "Ul SEOE; 9. 5 gel 2 N ö 


\Theorld-idnot, ele Jo abje& in its teme 
per as tamely to admit of a cenſor in every 
individual, whoſe malignity occaſions him 
delight in aſſuming that office. „But at the; 
ſame time the world is ſufficiently intent on; 
enjoyment, not to ruffle itſelf by the fame; 
ſpleen, which however muſt excite its Fer: 
probation. Generally, ſpeaking therefore, it 
is held ſufficient by the world to mark the 
buſy=body. with: contempt; and to allow it a 


protection in its miſerable inſignifcancy. This 


may be a tormenting idea to the ſagacious 


cenſurer of his neighbours "conduc; hut he 


will nevertheleſs find it generally true. His 
grave remarks will be retailed as. a jeſt,\ his 


barſh conſtructions will be imputed. to the 
weakneſs of his underſtanding ; ; and his ex- 
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* af che 5 
| folly, which excited them. He will be pointed 5 
at as the fool, who delights to live in ttoubles 
of his own creation; and although the cha- 
zitable may be? inclined to pity, yet a du ie &f= 


pediations, he — 26 . if 1e 


* — 


* 


timate of the dignity of human nature, will 
daſh that pity with contempt. One : 
It is not to our purpoſe to enquire how far 1 8 
this condu& may be juſtified. Our poſition 
Was that to the ſelf. importance of the cha- 
racter, no circumſtance would. prove mbre 
humiliating | than this confempt, which it en- 
fares itſelf from every quarter: if that is: the | 
caſe, the, rigidly cenſorious may rely that it 
ever become their ſure attendant. Nei- 
ther can they retort the charge: for in truth 
it might be difficult to ſelect a being more the 
; object of ridicule ;—the principle is follys 
the effect malignity: if we can eſcape the 
latter, what more contemptible ?—* Go then, 
and! pry. into thy neighbour's conduct; — 
6. put thine bwn ſevere; conſtructions on his 
4 innocent deeds, ſhew thine own love of 
Fe fectitude by thy moroſe ſtrictures: but 
Know- for a \ certainty, that the perſon,” be- 
7. fore whom thou diſchargeſt the envenomed 
7e be deſpileth thee in his heart ; and 
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45. 15 on on thylelf,” which = 
od Rain hou Woaddet have 1 uf pon and 
„ ther. But if this fuffice yg : cube the 

er. get chou 9285 to belle wiel 4 * 
power,” STEP HD OOPS ITT 

This will bead me to welk on dhe Nees or 
clauſe of the text. Judge not, that Zhou. „ 
not Judged." e Ort ng cer FOO kn 3 
There is fotnething in this declaration, Con- 
fidered as an ob bject of faith, highly .Encou- 
aun e expreſſiye e of che e ench- 

ce of the Deity.” Hence" we 1 taug ghe 
wp ouf condu ia here, on that t Hin- 

ciple, which we may Hope to ex; pet as 1 


een 


1 in our favour. 15 But although the Ine. E= i 


rence 18 equally plain, it ſeems not Þ. gene- | 7 
rally heeded, "that the reverſe would alle be . 
5 vonfiſtent with every principle of reaſon 2 and XY 
equity. And indeed it may be "noticed that 
St. Luke, rendering a fimilar paſſage 3 x n his 


. 


Goſpel, gives us this precept under a form 
appartitly' more emphatic; Judge not, andye al 
avy not be fudged; "condemn not, and ye fall — 
not be contenmed ; forgive, and ye ' ſhall 2 e for- 1 
git ver 7 in Fe terms both em wiphedg | 


5 1 


? ale yi. 37: 5 


as wh een e, parks ſhut begoe: 
rigour towards us;-as'that' mercy ſliall enſure: © 


us mercy. And this andeec ſeums further dea : 
ducible from thoſe words of ourSavibur,which: 55 
inmediately. follow the text: fort with in0bat 
Judgement ye judge, ye ſball be judged, and with 
ahetramaſure ye mete, it ſball be. meaſured 
you aggin/, 5112 56 214. Glee Wo [is I IEN-Z12610 40 
Nlere then were; coor with a ſtandard- 
for/ our expectation. And a moſt reaſonable 
one, if we reflect that in the laſt great as 
we ſhall none of us be able to venture our 5 
cauſe; on che baſis of our own rightepufpel 
When we bave done ahi; being only I) | 
Servapts*;, We! ſhall only have plead far 
mkrey God, be merciſul to ne a finnertb. Worth 
We are not therefote here to imagine that 
by forbearance in Judgement, wel * reſcue! 
ourſelves from its effect hereaſter. That 16 
not the truth inculcated. We khow that nue 
miſt. all appear "before" the) judgement-ſeat of ; 
Gori, that every ' one may recetue tbe things 
done in his body;-accortling. to that be bath dne, 
whether it be good on. Bud. But God ide. 
clares that he will eee the ys | 
3 Matt, vitgnt © Luke 2d 1% s bi 

uiii. 13. + 2 Os Ve 194, 1 8 


tem 


0 Genfirinfich, Iv. 


tem of oun preſent conduct. If we haye been 


5 mild. candid, and benevolent; he will ſhew 


metey s if we have been -inclined to believe 
all HAvourable circumſtances, and to pleadd 
them in behalf of an offending: brother; that 
he will in judgement. conſider many circum · 


ſtances with an eye of pity; and in extenuation 


of others will allow us to plead the infirmities 

c of our natura. But if we have been rigid, 
and extreme tomark what ts done amiſs"; We 
have cenſured, frowned upon, deprefled, and 
driven to deſpair offenders, who with better en- 


couragement might have repented, perchance 


might never have offended;—we' muſt expect 
no leſs than tomeet the moſt terri fio frowns from 


an offended judge: from a judge, -moſt juſtly | 


irritated, who muſt and will paſs a relentleſs 


irrevocable ſentence. He ſball have Judgement | 
without \mercy that hath fhewed na mercy ; but 


on the other hand merc rejoiceth againj} jadge- 
ment dor as the ſoothing, declaration might 


with greater accuracy have been rendered, 
ner kriumphis over condemnation! 0 ; 


_*_. Andiis there any thing unfair in "this ? 15 
it in any degree unworthy of a ſyſtem of per- 
feet equity, of divine Juſtice? ? Let us inveſ- : 
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Ph It | is ' worthy _ conflant = rials that | 
58 aviour, boch in his f piritual doctrines 
ini 

and raftical injunctions, aims at cſtabliſhing 


in gan a fixed principle of conllüct; Toa 


prin- ; 
8 which! he himſelf” terms purity if bebt | 

that man foul perform ſpontaneouſly the 
Kitt" God, from an inw Ard Habit, which 


4 4 


fan miliarizes i it to him); to the end that in this 
fate of trial he may be for ming Rintfelf för 
heaven. Bleſſed, faith he, are the 2 pure” in 
Beurt, for they ſhall fee God ©: 425 a. molt feta- 
phic bleffing, which immedattly And nate 
rally reſults from the qualification. ole bu 
bel then on earth is not merely 10 do certain 
acts and to abſtain from others, bat by a a "ſteady 


uniform principle to qualify ourſe' Ives for the 


1471 7 


enjoyment of a future ſtate. Wich the hopes, 
made known to us by Chriſt, | in view ; even 


Ai 


of ſeeing God as UE 15 that we thdeavolr 


{ $3745 14,9 


to purify « » elves even « as Be is pure. Let 
us then Jydge the queſtion before d us by this 
"ſtandard, WEE ji 1 
We can mo of = ad hi Kite! n full : 
perfection, 3 but fill there a are various advances _ 
5 Matt, v. 8. ohn ili. 5 Tha.” ver. 3. 


„ 


. 


O Cenforiouſneſs, 381 
and ſteps toward merit:. and ſome may enable 
themſelves through grace to receive i uperior 
impreſſions. By various revelations and rea- 
ſonable deductions from the chief attributes 
of God, we are enabled to entertain ſome 
faint — of the reſerved bleſſings of heayen, 5 
One characteriſtic, and that perhaps the chief, 
1s clearly aſcertained ; that all will there be 
love, harmony and peace. If then we are ſo 
to live here, as to depart hence. with ſoulg - 
purified, and in ſome meaſure already model 
led to that ſtate of bliſs; 5 how can the diſ- 

| turbers of this W world 8 quiet, ever hope to 
gain admiſſion there? They too muſt paſs,the 
ordeal, Let them not imagine, that th ey 
may there take ſanctuary i in their former a ar- 
gogance, hypocriſy and pride. The inward 
man is now to be judged by che righteous. God, 
050 trieth : the very hearts and reins*. When 
Fe ſtand arraigned ; at the fame bar, with 

the humble and leſs cautious offender, whom © 

b in this world they had reviled and moroſely 

| cenſured ; 2A. whom they, had exacted the 
moſt rigid juſtice; ;—ſhall not juſtice 1 in turn 

exacted from them? The 99h get: | 

+ Palm vil. . 


tion 


8 4 


32 On Cmporivfuft 


tion is, Iamhotfh fitted to paſs inte the interior 
manſions?” It has been Keidel. / They then 
ſelves determined it in anothet's caſe. That 
caſe is now made their own ; it only remains 
rigidly to canvaſs the qualification. HFlere all 
muſt be allowed conſonant to the ſtricteſt 
principles of equity; for man is judged oui N 
bis dee cf Thabo 
Bait muſt further be preſumed in the cis 9 
of the mercileſs, cenſorious and fevere;” that 
they are actuated by far more refined ideas f 
rectitude. It is but juſtice therefore tliat 
their conduct ſhould be ſcrutinized with tlie 
utmoſt exactitude. Many perſons, deſirous in 
the main of performing what is right, will 
yet perſevere in certain fins unconſcious of 
their turpitude. Their thoughts have not 
been properly directed toward that point and 
as in a dream or a delirium, the man acts 
without the controul of reaſon, ſo will theſe 
continue in their courſes even from habit. 
Awaken them, call their ideas to a proper 
point, and, ſhuddering at che precipice. wy - 
fore them, they would haftily ſtrike off into 
4 leſs ears path. e the 'conſotious 
S 


Would 5 nl 57 ame Bur "ht | 
bim reflects" that in 1 laſt great judgement, 
he will got himſelf. have this poor plea to 

| urge in his behalf. Fr 5 5 mean not to eſtabliſh 
any ſufficiency in the plea: that is elſewhere 
to, hen determined, I would, only urge to 

' _*the,ceni 0! ous. remarker on his neighbour's | 
conduct, ” that ſuch as it is, it will not ap- 


*. > Ups! 
N : 


ply. to his caſe.” He | knew, tha; eee. 
ren ene = PIOCHAU 


juſtified. himſelf. in n/condemning others. 1 
ban e careful that his on purity be ſuffi- 
eient s that his practice be in all particulars 
cConſiſtent with his knowledge; in a word, 
_ that it be perfect. Let him be rigidly Care- 
ſulz for too juſti may he apprehend, that the 
proud ſi wellings of preſumption will debar him 
the bleſſing, which awaits the humbler Pan 
tent even the merits of Chriſt's death the 
N interceſſion of his Saviour. 9. ar 2901003; 
And not only may we infer that ſuch pera 
ſons, as aſſume the taſk of judging others, 

are fülly acquainted With their own. duty 
ö betiforther; if we would think gharitably of 
80 we muſt e them actuated by 
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very ſuperigr an that. Fares of . God 
| reigns bee in a breaks, that i it in- 


| Feel be nat 8 70 et 's "Nilt that 5 
it is the effect of love. Another weighty 
reaſon therefore why. Judgement ſhould be 
rigidly exacted: for if it proves that they have 
cenſured: others, and at the ſame. time been 
mſelves delinguents in the very ſame points; 
are they not the baſeſt hypocrites? And what 
is the hope of the: lypocrite, when God taketh 
away his u, But are they not, if poſſible 
worſe? Or at leaſt do-they not in this point 
offend in the extreme? Have they not made 
a Parade of the name of God, taten # in 
vin, inſulted his majeſty, defamed his fa- 
.cred character? And ſhall they nat receive 
the greater 5 1 '? 3 herefare thou art 
 inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever thou art, that 
1 udgeſs : for wherein 7hou Judgeſt PRUPET's thou | 
condemneſt thyſelf; for thou that judgeſt mn : 
7 — i 17 dÞ 975 Rug 55 7075 Hr, © 
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Hal enge, 
Ute lyivids, 


elevated ſtate of merit a 

Apoſtle, may hes engbled fafely to calculate 
the immenſed anger of the oppoſite. From 
ſo great authority we may pronounee, that 
ſoever is deficient on this quarter, unto 
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